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Synopsis of the Works:

Confluence of Ci-Fu in Successive Dynasties

Ma Jigao (1925-2001), professor and specialist in Chinese literature and
history, well known by his pen name Wild Horse, was born in Hengyang,
Hunan. After graduating from National Normal College in 1948, Professor Ma
served successively as headmaster of Hengyang Hanzhang Middle School and
director of the Department of Chinese Language and Literature in Hunan
Normal University. He was a member of the Permanent Committee of
Chinese Rhyme Society and president of Poem Research Council,
vice-chairman of Hunan Society of Literature, as well as director of Ancient
Literature Study Society. He worked in the Research Institute of Culture and
History after his retirement from the university. His representative works
include:The History of Fu, Philosophy and Literature of Song and Ming
Dynasties, Changes of Academic Thoughts and Literature in Qing Dynasty,
The Origin and Development of Xunzi ldeology, An Overview of the Historical
Materials of Ci-Fu Study in Successive Dynasties, The History of Classical
Chinese Literature( chief editor), Poetry Anthology of Old Age in the
Rainstorm House.

This work 1s the first widely-collected, compiled and reprinted anthology
of Chinese Ci-Fu since Qing Dynasty. Compared with other works in the same
category, this anthology is the most comprehensive one, with almost all the
Ci-Fu in the previous dynasties collected, which contains much more Ci-Fu in
Qing Dynasty than other works. Based on the premise that Ci-Fu is rhymed
prose different from poetry and other literary genres, this work keeps a
balance among diverse views from various schools. It collects not only
undisputed Ci-Fu, but also controversial ones, including: ones entitled with Ci

or Fu; ones 1n the style of L1 Sao without the word Fu in the title; ones in Qiti



(Seven Style) and Jiuti (Nine Style); ones in the Question-and-Answer style
with rhymes; funeral orations focused on emotional expression, allegories or
pastimes; ones in Ci-Fu style while titled as essays; variants of the same style,
while similar to Fu in style and with rhymes also; eulogies in Han Dynasty
which are similar to Fu in style; ones in Sao style in truth, while with different
marks in title; ones similar to poetry in style, while being collected as Fu in
the works of Tang Dynasty. Special cases about the evolution and origins of
Ci-Fu are also recorded in the appendix. This anthology includes more than
30,000 1tems of Ci-Fu from nearly 7,400 different writers.

This anthology 1s composed of the preface, the guide, the forewords, the
general catalog, the main body, the detailed contents, the index, and the
afterwords. The main body 1s arranged 1n the sequence of Chinese dynasties:
Part of Pre-Qin, Han, Wei, Jin, Northern and Southern Dynasties (including
Sur Dynasty), Part of Tang Dynasty, Part of Song Dynasty, Part of Jin and
Yuan Dynasty (including Liao Dynasty), Part of Ming Dynasty, and Part of
Qing Dynasty. Each part 1s compiled respectively in the sequence of dynasties,
as well as the eras the writers stayed in. There are also biographies for most
writers, and the biographies of writers in Qing Dynasty are much more than
any other dictionaries can provide. The recorded writings are based on the
preferable versions, and are kept in their original appearance, with emendation
as less as possible. As for the variant versions, they are only listed in the book
with no subjective judgment. With detailed contents and index in two books

included, this work comprises of 26 books in 8 parts.

(BHT 25%)
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