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Xi Jinping, General Secretary of the CPC Central Committee, has
lauded Hangzhou as “a city of historical and cultural importance, and also
a place radiant with creativity and vitality,” and he believes that “the G20
Summit would provide us with the access to a unique .appeal that blends
the past and the present.” Today, everyone born, growing up, studying and
working in Hangzhou has participated in and witnessed her great changes.
We have been enchanted deeply with the breathtaking charm of this
“paradise on earth” and have the heartfeli feeling that the ultimate beauty

lies in Hangzhou.
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The History and the Culture

Hangzhou, a city of historical and cultural significance, has been
known for the birth of prosperous civilization. The Kuahuqiao Culture
dating back 8000 years ago declares itself as the dawn of humanity, while
the Liangzhu Culture some 5000 years ago proves the incredible length of
the Chinese history. The land has ever been adorned since ancient times
with cultures ascribed to the West Lake, the Grand Canal, Qiantang River,
and Xixi Wetland, while it used to be the capital of the Wuyue Kingdom
and the Southern Song Dynasty. Historic sites and cultural heritages

like the West Lake, the Grand Canal, Lingyin Temple, the Memorial




of General Yue Fei and Liu He Pagoda stay well preserved here, and
intangible heritages such as Xiling Seal Engravers Society, Hu Qing Yu
Tang, the Chinese seal engraving, the silk texture techniques and the local
Gugin music are inherited through generations. It is home to a number
of celebrities such as Qian Liu, Bai Juyi, Su Dongpo, Yue Fei, Wen
Tianxiang, Yu Qian and Lu Xun, and is the place that cradled legendary
tales like “Liang Shanbo and Zhu Yingtai”, “A Tale of the White Snake”,
and “the Monk Ji Gong”. The cultural intactness and continuity. blessing
the city with the profundity of civilizations aside, offers a well-integrated
property that makes Hangzhou an open, balanced, elegant and harmonious

city standing out over the East.
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Innovation and Vitality

Hangzhou, a city engrossed in innovation and vitality, nurtured the
scientist Shen Kuo in the Northern Song Dynasty who wrote the well-
known Brush Talks from Dream Brook, and Bi Sheng, the inventor of
movable type printing. Once officially entitled by the imperial court of the
Qing Dynasty, Hu Xueyan started his business in the city, and so did Du
Jinsheng, who brought into life the national silk industry. The past glory
aside. Hangzhou is embracing the new idea to hatch new industries and
businesses. She has been made the pilot city for a number of programs
and the platform to cultivate more exciting business. She is recognized by
the State Council of China a model city for independent innovations and
a city taking the lead in cross-border e-commerce. Known for economic
prosperity in private sector, the city is the investment destination for many
multi-national enterprises as well. Among all the provincial capitals in
China, she has been ranked the first for 11 consecutive years with regard
to the number of certified patents. and has topped the list of China’s top
500 private-owned enterprises for 13 years in succession nationwide.
Hangzhou has given birth to such celebrated corporations as Alibaba,
Wanxiang, Wahaha and Hikvision, and is a land that nurtures numerous

business gurus like Zong Qinghou, Lu Guangiu, Feng Gensheng, Jack Ma,




etc. Hangzhou has been continuing to, under the “New Normal™ condition,
upgrade the industrial structure, seek new industrial growth as driving
forces and perfect the quality of comprehensive development. With GDP
in excess of one trillion RMB and a double-digit economic growth rate in
2015, the city has proved herself a place of great passion and economic

vitality.
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Happiness and Harmony

Hangzhou, renowned for its life quality, earns a reputation of shared
happiness and social harmony in the East. People’s income has been
increasing year by year, the authorities are spending more on social
security and welfare, and they have called initiatives to help impoverished
residents. The public now has entirely free access to the West Lake, while

free bicycles are available for rent all over the whole city. Here is the




beautiful land characterized of prosperity of mega-city, gracefulness of
small towns, and tranquility of rural areas. Being widely recognized for
the strength in education, science, public health and sports, Hangzhou
is also the place where people have developed the top-level senses of
happiness and security, and she will be the host city to the G20 Summit in

2016 and the 19th Asia Games in 2022
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The Landscape and the Universal Morality
Hangzhou’s natural scenery are all worth being translated into

pictures and verses by top artists, including the West Lake, Xixi Wetland,



the Grand Canal, the Qiandao Lake, Fuchun River and Qiantang River,
and are the magnets to the past and present men of letters. By proposing
the strategy of urban development with “green™ technology, the city’s
authorities dedicate themselves to the construction of an eco-friendly and
low-carbon model city. The upgrading programs targeted to local waters,
urban drainage. exhausts, sewage, outdated buildings and road networks
are bringing back to Hangzhou a blue sky. clean water, green mountains
and fresh air. More ordinary people such as a woman who hold a baby
dropped from high with her own arms, a bus driver who halted the bus the
moment he fell down, a man who made a jump to save a girl, and a college
student who come from afar to donate his blood, are all ready to help
others for justice, be honest to everyone, and show respect to the elder and
the young. They make the city a place full of amenity, love and positive

cnergy.
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To embrace the G20 Summit and show to the world about what makes

Hangzhou stand out, Hangzhou Federation of Literary and Art Circles
summons the publication of artist works titled What Makes Hangzhou So
Beautiful. Tt is a pack of refined works from painters, photographers. poets
and writers to record the city’s history. development and pecple’s efforts to
make her better. In diverse perspectives to Hangzhou's unrivaled glamour,
these works will get the readers enchanted in the beautiful landscape and
people, will strike a chord with them, and thus will get them inspired and

heart-felt to love the city.
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