A Survey of Naxi Dongba Culture
Books and Inheritance
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Abstract

Dongba Culture is ancient traditional culture of Naxi Nationali-
ty. “Dongba” means “intellectual”, and it is the chief inheritor of
the traditional culture of the Naxi People, who has long time being
renowned as the man of various sorts of techniques and knowledge
since the ancient times. For thousands of years, with 1400 picto-
graphic scripts, they have written more than 1 000 volumes of the
ancient Dongba manuscripts, which cover a very extensive range of
contents, embracing the social, historical, language, philosophic,
religious, custom, astronomic, and medical aspects, etc. In the
meanwhile, the Dongba paintings and the art of dance are also of
great uniqueness, which can be esteemed as the goms of the culture
of the Chinese Nationality.

During the 50 years after the founding of the People’s republic
of China, the governmental agencies at different levels have highly
taken into account the rescue, discovery and collation of the Dongba
Culture. They have set up the Dongba Culture Research Institute
and a museum, and a series of translations have been published.
Scholars in and abroad are very much concemed with the studies of
the Dongba Culture. A number of leading scientists have emerged
with over a hundred of masterpieces.

This book introduced the follwing in an all — round way: The
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categories and main contents of ancient Dongba books; Books and
dictionaries studying Dongba Culture and related works on Naxi Na-
tionality; Inheritor of Dongba Culture——Dongba; researchers of
Naxi Nationality, at home and abroad; And studying and inheriting
institutes .

This book is a gateway to studying Naxi Culture.
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