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Introduction

Robin Hood was an outlaw®. The old stories tell us
that he lived with his men and their families in Sher-
wood Forest, outside the town of Nottingham in Eng-
land. We don’t know when he lived, we don’t even
know if there really was a Robin Hood ,but everybody
in England knows stories about him.

Two of his best men were Little John and Will
Scarlet. Maid Marian lived with them, too. Her fa-
ther wanted her to marry, but she loved only Robin,
so she ran away from home to live in the forest with
the outlaws.

The Sheriff® of Nottingham was Robin’s enemy.
He wanted to catch Robin, and he often sent his sol-
diers to look for him. The stories tell us that many
people hated the Sheriff because he was cruel, and
because he took too much money from the poor peo-
ple. But stories also tell us that Robin was the friend
of the poor, and he robbed the rich to help the poor.

Sherwood Forest was much bigger then than it is
today. There were only a few roads through it, and
they were dark and narrow. Robin’s men watched ev-
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ery road, so that Robin always knew who went
through the forest — a group of soldiers, a rich man
with a bag of gold, a poor family, or perhaps a trad-
erd,
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1. The Horse Trader

One day at Robin Hood’s camp®, they heard that
there was a horse trader on the road through the for-
est. He was on the way to Nottingham market with
his horses.

“You know, Little John needs a stronger
horse,” said Will Scarlet to Robin. “He is far too
heavy for our horses. They soon become tired when
they are carrying him.”

“You’re right,” said Robin. “Go and find this
horse trader. If he is an honest trader, and if he has a
good strong horse — and if it doesn’t cost too much,
of course — buy the horse from him. ”

“And if he isn’t an honest trader?” asked Will.

“Well, if he has a good strong horse but if he
isn’t an honest trader, perhaps the horse will just fol-
low you off into the forest,” said Robin.

Everybody laughed.

So Will Scarlet and Little John walked off into the
forest to find the horse trader. When they reached the
road through the forest, they waited. Soon they could
hear horses’ hooves®. They moved out into the road to
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meet the horse trader. But when the horse trader sud-
denly saw two men in the middle of the road, he was
very frightened. He didn’t stop, but shouted to them,
“Here, take this and leave me alone. ”

Then he threw a little bag at their feet and rode
away as fast as he could with his horses.

Will and Little John looked at each other and
laughed.

“Well, welll He must have a bad con-
science®!” said Little John. “ And look, there are
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one hundred pounds in gold in this bag! Robin will be
pleased!”

“I think I recognized® that man,” said Will
Scarlet. “He isn’t an honest trader. Do you know
what he does?”

“No,I don’t. Tell me.”

“Well, his own horse is a very good horse. And
it is very clever, too. A lot of people want to buy it.
But the horse trader always asks for too much money,
of course, because he doesn’t really want to sell it.
But sometimes he meets a man from another part of
the country. He doesn’t ask much for the horse. The
man is very pleased, and buys the horse. After that
they have a drink together. The horse trader pays, of
course. He wants to find out where the man is going
to and which road he is going to take. Then the horse
trader hides in the forest near the road. When the new
owner of the horse rides past, the horse trader whi-
stles. Then his horse throws off its new owner, he
falls to the ground, and the horse runs into the forest
back to the horse trader. But the new owner doesn’t
know that. He just thinks that he has lost his new
horse. ”

“Well, the horse trader isn’t a very honest man
at all,” said Little John. “Come on, let’s go back to

»

the camp and give the money to Robin. ’
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“What do you think he will do with it this
time?” said Will.

“I don’t know,” said Little John. “But he al-
ways uses it well. 7 So they turned and began to walk
back to the camp.

Questions

1. Why did Little John need a stronger horse?

2. What did the horse trader do when Little John
and Will Scarlet moved out into the road to
meet him?

3. Why do you think the horse trader did this?

4, Why did the horse trader always ask too much
money for his own horse?

5. Why did he have a drink with the new owner
of his horse?

6. How did he get his horse back?



2. Will and Little John
Meet the Pot-and-pan Man

On their way through the forest to the camp, Little
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John and Will suddenly heard a strange noise. It came
from behind a group of trees. They knew the noise
somehow. It sounded like some small animal, but it
wasn’t an animal. What could it be? Then Will recog-
nized the noise. He turned to Little John and smiled.

“It’s a baby!” he said. “It’s crying!”

But it didn’t sound like a strong, healthy baby.
It sounded ill. Little John and Will came out of the
trees. They saw a man with his wife and child and
their cart®. On the cart were lots of pots and pans®.
It was a pot-and-pan man with his family on his way
to market. But something was wrong. The man’s face
was white and he held his head in both hands. The
woman had the baby in her arms.

The pot-and-pan man and his family were fright-
ened when they saw Will and Little John. The woman
shouted, “ Are you Robin Hood’s men? Don’t hurt
us! We are only poor people. We have no money. ”

“You needn’t be afraid, we won’t hurt you,”
said Little John.

“And we don’t take money from the poor,” add-
ed Will. “But tell us, why have you stopped here in
the middle of the forest?”

“I don’t know what to do,” said the woman.
“We have to go to the market with our pots and pans
because we need the money. We had to pay the
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Sheriff’s new tax on carts, and that took all our mon-
ey. We have nothing. And now my husband and our
baby are ill. And I can’t push the cart alone. ”

. Little John turned to Will. “A tax on carts? I've
never heard of that before! The Sheriff can’t do
that!” he said.

“They can tell us about that later,” said Will.
He turned back to the woman. “You must come with
us to our camp,” said Will. “We have a fire and
warm food there. You can stay until your husband
and baby are better. ”

“And when your husband is better,” said Little
John, “he can mend some of our pots, or even sell us
some new pots and pans. ”

The pot-and-pan man and his family were very
glad. “Thank you for your help, thank you,” said
the woman. “My name is Anna, and my husband is
called Peter. ”

“My friend is called John Little,” said Will,

“but we call him Little John — because he is so
big.”
And Little John put his hand on Will’s arm.
“ And this is Will Scarlet — we call him that because
his clothes are red. He has another name, but we
have all forgotten it!”

Then Little John lifted the pot-and-pan man onto
the cart, and he pushed the cart to the camp, while
Will and Anna with her baby followed.
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Questions

1.

I o

How did Will and Little John find the pot-and-
pan man and his family?

The pot-and-pan man and his family were
frightened. But they didn’t need to be fright-
ened. Why not?

Why did the family have no money?

Why couldn’t they go to market?

How did Little John and Will help?

How did Little John and Will Scarlet get their
names?
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3. At Robin Hood’s Camp

‘When they reached the camp, Little John explained to
the others about the sick pot-and-pan man and his
family. Everyone made the family welcome, and
soon they felt better. Little John gave the horse
trader’s bag of gold to Robin. Robin was very
pleased.

“TI'm sure we can use this well,” he said. Then
he asked Anna some more questions about the
Sheriff’s new tax on carts. He was sure that this tax
must be the Sheriff’s idea, and that the money was
for him alone.

Later that evening, when it was dark, they all
sat round the fire. The pots and pans on the cart
shone in the light of the fire.

Maid Marian said, “Look at the light on the
pans! They look like gold!”

“You’re right! If only we could wrn them into
gold,” answered Robin. “Eh, Marian?”

But there was no answer from Marian.

“Marian, are you dreaming?” said Robin.

“Mm? Oh! Oh, sorry, I've just had an idea ... ”
answered Marian. ’

“Well then, tell us about your idea. ”
.11 -



“Well, I think I know how we could tum the
pots and pans into gold. ” She whispered for a long
time in Robin’s ear. Robin was quiet for a time.
“Well, what do you think?” said Marian.

“Well, it might work,” said Robin.

“Of course it'll work! You know how greedy®
he is!” said Marian.

“He? Who?” said the pot-and-pan man.

”

“You'll see,” said Robin. “Now, here’s a bag
of gold. It’s from a horse trader with a bad con-
science. I think I have found a very good use for it.
Will you sell me all your new pots and pans?”

“All my pots and pans? But you don’t need so
many!” The pot-and-pan man was surprised.

“Yes, 1 do,” said Robin. “And will you lend
me your cart, t0oo?”

“Well, yes, of course,’
man. “But why do you need my cart?” he asked.

said the pot-and-pan
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