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Cat and Mouse

Once upon a time a cat knew a mouse, and said a
lot to her how she loved mouse and wanted to make friend
with her. At last the mouse agreed that they could live
together. “But we must keep something for winter, or we
will suffer from hunger, ” said the cat, “and you, little
mouse, had better stay at home in case you will be caught
in a trap some day. ” The mouse accepted the cat’s
advice, and they bought a pot of fat, but they did not
know where it should be put. At last, after much
consideration, the cat
said, “I think church
will be the best place to

put it, for no one dare
take anything away
from there. We will set
it under the altar, and

not touch it until we

really need it.~ So the
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pot was put there, but it was not long before the cat
wanted to eat it, and the cat said to the mouse, ‘1 want
to tell you something, little mouse, my cousin has had
a baby. 1 would like to look at it. Let me go out today,
and you look after the house by yourself.” “Yes, yes, "~
answered the mouse, “Just go by yourself, and if you
get anything good to eat, do not forget me and take

some back.” But all this was untrue, and the cat had

e Sl e e e e e e e e e e e Ve Sie e e

no cousin. She went straight to the church, to the pot
of fat, and ate the top of the fat. Then she took a walk
upon the roofs of the town, then took a sun bath, and
tasted her lips when she thought of the fat. And when
she got home it was evening. “Well, here you are a-
gain, ” said the mouse,  You must have a good day. 7
“All went well, " answered the cat. “What is the baby’s
name?” “Top off! 7 answered the cat. “Top off?” cried

the mouse, “Very strange name. Do people in your

family always have such names?” “What does that mat-
ter?” said the cat, “It is not worse than crumb — steal-

er, as the children in your family are called. ”

Several days later the cat wanted to eat the fat
again. She said to the mouse, “You must give me a

favor, and look after the house alone once again. An-
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other cousin has had a baby, I must go to have a look. "
The mouse agreed, but the cat crept over the back wall
of the church, and ate half of the fat. “Nothing is better
than what is kept in the mouth. ” said she, and was
quite satisfied with what she had done. When she went
home, the mouse asked, “What is the baby’s name? "

“Half — done, " answered the cat. “Half — done! What a

”

strange name! 1 have never heard such names.
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No sooner the
cat’ s mouth began to
water for the fat. “All
good things go in
three, ~  said  she,
“Another cousin of

mine has had a baby.

You will let me go,

won’ t you?  “Top—

oft Half — done, = answered the mouse, “they are very
strange names. | feel confused about that. ” “You sit at
home all day long, ” said the cat, “and are filled with
strange things in your head, so you cann’ t understand
it. 7 When the cat was not at home, the mouse cleaned

the house and put it in order. But the cat had emp-
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tied the pot of fat. “When everything is eaten up
one has some peace, ” said she to herself, and well
full, and she did not return home until night. The
It

3

mouse at once asked what name the third child had.
is not better than others, ” said the cat, He is called
all - gone. ” “All — gone! " cried the mouse, “that is the

strangest name of all. I have never seen it in the book.
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All — gone, what does it mean?  And she shook her

head and went to bed.

From then on her cousins stopped having the baby,
and she did not need to go out. But when the winter
came and it was hard to find food outside, the mouse
thought of their fat, and said, “Come, cat, we will go
to our pot of fat which we have kept. Let’ s enjoy

that. " “Yes,” answered the cat, “You will enjoy it as

much as you would enjoy the wind. "They set out, but
when they arrived, the pot of fat certainly was not
moved, but it was empty. “Oh”, said the mouse, “now
I know what has happened. You are a true friend. You
have eaten all up when you went out to see your so —
called nephews. First top off, then half done, then:-”
“Shut up! " cried the cat, “One word more and I will

eat you too. “All gone  was already on the poor
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mouse’ s lips, as soon as
she had spoken it, the
cat jumped on her, and

ate her down.

Questions:
1. Why did the cat
want to live with the mouse together?

2. Where was the fat which they had stored for

winter?

3. Do you think the cat is a good friend?
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Sparrow and Carter

Once upon a time sheepdog had a bad owner, who

often let him suffer from the greatest hunger. At last he
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could bear it no longer, and he went quite sadly away.
On the road he met a sparrow who said, “My friend,
why are you so sad?” The dog replied, “I am hungry, and
have nothing to eat. ~ Then said the sparrow, “Come into
the town with me, and I will find plenty of food for you. ”
So they went into the town together, and when they
passed a butcher’ s shop, the sparrow said to the
dog, “Stay there and wait, and I will pick a bit of meat

for you. " And he looked around to see if any one was

watching him. The sparrow pecked and pulled a piece of
meat down which was on the edge of the cutting board.
Then the dog seized it, ran into a corner, and ate it all
up. The sparrow said, “Now come with me to another
shop, and then I will get you one more piece.  When
the dog had eaten the second piece as well, the sparrow

asked him whether he was full now. “Yes, " he replied,
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