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Abraham Lincoln

Part A Preview Reading

1. Text
Emancipation Proclamation

merica’s Civil War of the 1860s began as a struggle over a
Astate’s right to leave the Union. President Abraham Lincoln
firmly believed that a state did not have that right. And he
declared war on the southern states that did leave. Lincoln had
one and only one reason to fight: to save the Union. In time,
however, there was another reason to fight: to free the Negro
slaves. Lincoln had tried to keep the issue of slavery out of the
war. He feared it would weaken the northern war effort. Many
men throughout the north would fight to save the Union. They
would not fight to free the slaves. Lincoln also needed the
support of the four slave states that had not left the Union:
Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, and Missouri. He could not be
sure of their support if he declared that the purpose of the war
was to free the slaves. Lincoln was able to follow this policy, at
first. But the war to save the Union was going badly. The north
had not won a decisive victory in Virginia, the heart of the
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Confederacy.
To guarantee continued support for the war, Lincoln was
forced to recognize that the issue of slavery was, in fact, a major
issue. And on September 22, 1862, he announced a new policy
on slavery in the rebel southern states. His announcement
became known as the Emancipation Proclamation. American
newspapers printed the proclamation. For political reasons, the
proclamation did not free slaves in the states that supported the
Union. Nor did it free slaves in the areas around Norfolk, Virginia,
and New Orleans, Louisiana. Most anti-slavery leaders praised the
Emancipation Proclamation. They had waited a long time for such
a document. But some did not like it. They said it did not go far
enough. It did not free all of the slaves in the United States ... only
those held by the rebels. Lincoln answered that the Emancipation
Proclamation was a military measure. He said he made it under
his wartime powers as Commander-in-Chief. As such, it was
legal only in enemy territory. Lincoln agreed that all slaves
should be freed. It was his personal opinion. But he did not
believe that the Constitution gave him the power to free all the
slaves. He hoped that could be done slowly, during peacetime.
Lincoln’s new policy on siavery was welcomed warmly by
the people of Europe. It won special praise in Britain. The
British people were deeply concerned about the Civil War in
America. The United States Navy had blocked southern exports
of cotton. The British textile industry—which depended on this
cotton—was almost dead. Factories were closed. Hundreds of
thousands of people were out of work. The British government
watched and worried as the war continued month after month.
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Finally, late in the summer of eighteen-sixty-two, British leaders
said the time had come for them to intervene. They would try to
help settle the American dispute. Britain would propose a peace
agreement based on northern recognition of southern rights. If
the north rejected the agreement, Britain would recognize the
Confederacy.

Then came the news that President Lincoln was freeing the
slaves of the south. Suddenly, the Civil War was a different war.
No longer was it a struggle over southern rights. Now it was a
struggle for human freedom. The British people strongly
opposed slavery. When they heard that the slaves would be

freed, they gave their support immediately to President Lincoln
and the north. Britain’s peace proposals were never offered.
The Emancipation Proclamation had cost the south the
recognition of Britain and France.

The south was furious over the proclamation. Southern
newspapers attacked Lincoln. They accused him of trying to
create a slave rebellion in states he could not occupy with
troops. They also said the proclamation was an invitation for
Negroes to murder whites. The Confederate Congress debated
several resolutions to fight Lincoln’s proclamation. One
resolution would make slaves of all Negro soldiers captured
from the Union army. Another called for the execution of white
officers who led black troops. Some southern lawmakers even
proposed the death sentence for anyone who spoke against
slavery.

In the north, most people cheered the new policy on slaves.
Some, however, opposed it. They said the policy would cause
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the slave states of the Union to secede. Those states would join
the Confederacy. Or, they said, it would cause freed slaves to
move north and take away jobs from whites. There was also
another reason. 1862 was a congressional election year. The
Democratic Party was the opposition party at that time. Party
leaders believed their candidates would have a better chance of
winning if they opposed the policy. Democrats said the policy
was proof that anti-slavery extremists were in control of the
government.

2. Questions

1) Why had Lincoln tried to keep the issue of slavery out of the
war at first?

2) Some people said the Emancipation Proclamation did not go far
enough because it did not free all the slaves in the U.S. How did
Lincoln respond to this? What's your interpretation?

3) What was Britain’s attitude towards the Civil War?

4) Why did some people in the north oppose the new policy on

slaves?

Part B Preview Preparatory Work

1. Vocabulary

enshrine rolling
fort outpost
haul flicker

majesty paramount
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cipher steadfast

cordial malice

supremacy commence
conceive Indiana

assassin Kentucky

lllinois Life of Washington
Missouri Legislature
Aesop’s Fables Stephen A. Douglas
New Orleans South Carolina
Springfield Federal Union
Fort Sumter New Salem
Confederate Ford’s Theater

2. Background Notes

1) Civil War: In U.S. history, conflicts (1861-1865) between the
Northern states (the Union) and the Southern states that
seceded from the Union and formed the Confederacy. It is
generally known in the south as the War Between the States
and is also called the War of the Rebellion (the official Union
designation), the War of Secession, and the War for Southern
Independence. The name Civil War, although much criticized
as inexact, is most widely accepted.

2) Confederacy: The name commonly given to the Confede-
rate States of America (Abbr. CSA), a republic formed in
February, 1861, and composed of the 11 Southern states
that seceded from the United States in order to preserve
slavery and states’ rights. It was dissolved in 1865 after being
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defeated in the American Civil War.

3) Douglas, Stephen Arnold (Called “the Little Giant”, 1813-
1861): An American politician who served as U.S. representative
(1843-1847) and senator (1847-1861) from lllinois. He proposed
legislation that allowed individual territories to determine
whether they would allow slavery (1854) and in the senatorial
campaign of 1858 engaged Abraham Lincoln in a famous
series of debates.

4) The Battle of Gettysburg: (July 1-3, 1863), fought in and
around the town of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, as part of the
Gettysburg Campaign, was the bloodiest battle of the
American Civil War and is frequently cited as the war’s
turning point. During the battle, the Union troops defeated the
Confederate troops.

Part C Viewing and Exercises

1. Put a T before a statement if it is true according to the

video and put an Fif it is false.

1) The vast unsettled territories of Indiana, lllinois, Missouri and
Kentucky were “the West” in Lincoln’s time.

2) The simple and beautiful Ianguagé in Aesop’s Fables
probably influenced Lincoln’s writings in later life.

3) In 1834, the voters of New Salem and of Sangamon
County elected Lincoln to the Legislature of lllinois.

4) Lincoln practiced as a lawyer for 25 years.



