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Preface

In July 1983 Chinese and American teachers of the Chinese
language attended the Sino-U.S. Conference on Chinese Lan-
guage Teaching held in Beijing. It was agreed at thé conference
that thirteen joint teaching and research projects be undertaken.
About China is one of them.

About China is designed as an intermediate-level textbook
of spoken Chinese for use in U.S. colleges in the second year.
- The subject matter includes Chinese geography, history, pol-
itics, economy, society, education, philosophy and other as-
pects of China. The texts, numbering twenty in all, are arranged
in seven units according to the different topics, and will be
published in two volumes. They will serve not only to raise
readers’ proficiency in Chinese but also to increase their
knowledge of Chinese culture.

As a product of China-U.S. cooperation, About China
strives for objectivity of outlook, wealth and variety of content
and vividness and simplicity of language. It is hoped that the
textbook will prove suitable for American college students as
well as other learners with some basic knowledge of Chinese.

With requirements of American students in mind, we have
made the following provisions: 1) The text is printed in sim-



plified characters, nonsimplified characters and pinyin. 2)
‘While specifying the parts of speech, we have also paid attention
to the differences between Chinese and U.S. grammatical ter-
minology, so two systems are offered and effort has been made
to unify them as much as possible. 3) To facilitate comparison
of the two languages, English translations are provided for all
examples in the vocabulary and sentence-pattern sections.
Practice and exercises play an important part in the study
of any foreign language, so we have selected as the core of our
exercises some common sentence patterns that, in our ex-
perience, students seem to find hard to master. Besides a mul-
titude of examples we have devised exercises of various kinds with
a view to helping students master these patterns. (The brief
grammar notes appended to the patterns are for the teacher’s
reference and are therefore not translated into English.) Each
lesson also contains translation exercises calculated to give
students practice in using new vocabulary and patterns. The
Chinese answers to the exercises are given at the end of each
unit. The answers can also be used for Chinese-English trans-
lation exercises —a feature that will prove especially useful
to students studying Chinese on their own. Supplementary
texts following each unit deal with U.S. geography, history,
politics, economy, etc., and should prove of interest to students
as review materials.
' In the actual writing, the texts, pattern exercises and gram-
mar notes were written by the Chinese team; while the vo-
cabulary, translation exercises and supplementary texts were



written by the American team. The final version of all parts
was arrived at after consultation by both sides.

About China is the first joint enterprise of its kind under-
taken by American and Chinese scholars. To make the experi-
ment a success we welcome criticism and suggestions from all
who use the textbook.

We wish to express our thanks to Professor Wang Li of
Beijing University for writing the Chinese title of our book,
also to Professor Chih Ch’ao Chao of the University of Chicago
and Professor Vivian Hsu of Oberlin College for providing ma-
terials on the United States to aid us in the writing of the sup-
plementary texts. '

The Authors
July 1984
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