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Preface by Huang Zhuan
On the Keywords of "Keywords": My Thoughts and Some Words by Xu Tan

At the Nexus of Vocabulary, Consciousness (yi shi),
and Art A Conversation between Huang Zhuan and Xu Tan

Project Concept and Work Flow by Wang Jing

User’s Guide by Wang Jing

Case File #1: Project Prehistory

In Xu Tan’s early works, conceptual elements, visual elements and idioms operated within an oppositional logic, which
in turn constituted his basic approach to conceptual problematics in visual art. We have chosen six pieces that provide

logical clues to this academic approach. These pieces are also the prehistory to the Keywords Project.

1. New Order, 1994, Guangzhou

2. The Alterations and Extensions of No.14 Sanyu Rd., 1994, Guangzhou

3-1. Question ~ 1, 1995, Guangzhou

3-2. Question ~ 2 or 20 Cubic Yards of Earth, 1996, Vermont

3-3. Question — 3, 1996, Copenhagen

4. Untitled — Dreaming Pigs, 1997, Holland; 1998, Taipei

5. To Build Zheng Daoxing Concert Hall, 2003, Yangjiang, Shanghai; 2004, Guangzhou
6. The Air is Good, 2005, Berlin, Guangzhou, Beijing

Case File #2: Project Contents

In the second Case File, we link Xu Tan’s oeuvre under the headings "Searching for Keywords" and "Keywords School."
This "Keywords Collection" was created through videotaped interviews, surveys, collection, and analysis of particularly
active people in Chinese liveliest areas. In "Keywords School," the collected keywords were publicly discussed and
debated with diverse audiences in order to create new awareness. The project has aimed to test the possibility of "artistic

research” within contemporary Chinese ideological consciousness.

(1) Searching for Keywords

"

1. 2006 — Indonesia, "Keywords — Survival
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. 2006 — Shanghai, China, "Keywords ~ Zhangjiang”

2006 — Shenzhen, China, OCT Contemporary Art Terminal, "Keywords — OCT"

2007 - Graz, Austria, Kunsthaus Graz, China Welcomes You: "Searching for Keywords ~ Today, Art"
. 2007 —New York, USA, Location One Art Center

(2) Keywords School

6. 2007 — Keywords Website, 2008 ~ <Xu Tan: Dictionary of Keywords>

7.2008 — Guangzhou, China, Vitamin Creative Space

8. 2008 — Stockholm, Sweden, Bonniers Konsthall

9.2009 — Venice, Italy, 53rd Venice Biennale Making the World

10. 2009 —~ Hong Kong, Asia Art Archive

11. 2009 — San Francisco, USA, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts

12. 2009 — Qingdao, China, Cowin Global, "Pause”

13. 2010 — <Xu Tan: Keywords of Cowin Global>

14. 2010 — Toronto, Canada, JMB/University of Toronto

15. 2010 — Shenzhen, China, Dafen Museum, Convection: "Preliminary Arguments about

'Originality": Dafen Keywords"

16. 2010 — Shanghai, China, Himalaya Museum, Updating China - Art and Architecture Exhibition
on Sustainable Urban Development in China: "Sustainability and Pause”

17. 2011 — Shenzhen, China, OCT Contemporary Art Terminal, Possible Vocabulary Games
— Xu Tan Language Workshop

Case File #3: Related Documents

1. Artist Statement

2. Dialogue

Case File #4: Xu Tan, Project Moderator
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