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Lesson One

Text
The Earth

The earth is a huge mass of rock, water, and gases.
The general shape of the earth is that of a flattened
sphere. It is not perfectly

round but slightly flatten- Nor ole
ed at the poles. Artificial PO1&T |
diameter

satellites have confirmed | equatorial
that the earth is 7,927 [---—--- il diameter
miles in diameter at the

equqtor
I

South pole

equator and about 28 miles
less in diameter at the
poles. This is a small
difference amounting to only one-third of one percent
when compared to the earth’s size.

The solid part of the earth is called the lithosphere.
Actually, we know more about the water and gases cover-
ing the earth than we know about the solid earth itself.
We can see the surface of the earth, and mines and -deep
wells tell us a little of what is under the surface. How-
ever, the deepest wells extend only about five miles below
the surface. Thus, compared to the almost 8,000-mile

o ] o



diameter of the earth, this is only a scratch on 1its sur-
face. What is below this five-mile depth? No one knows
for sure, but scientists believe the earth is made up of
several layers.

atmosphere

outer coré"-'-‘.'.'.'.'.‘

[ ] gaseous
el + + + .
molten m solid

The outermost layer, the part we see on the surface
of the earth, is the crust. This is believed to be about 7
to 30 miles thick in land areas and thinner under the
oceans. Geologists have found that the crust is about 4
to 10 miles thick under most of the oceans. The rocks
of the crust actually form a thin shell which covers the
surface of the globe.

The mantle, which is about 1,800 miles thick, lies
underneath. the crust. It is thought to be composed of
heavier rock than the material making up the crust.

plastic

¢« 2 .



Because of the great pressure and heat in this layer, the
mantle is not quite a solid and not quite a liquid. In
other words, the material making up the mantle is thought
to be in a plaétic state. The land masses making up the
crust are thought to “float” on this plastic layer.

The next layer is the outer core, nearly 1,400 miles
thick. It is believed. to be composed mostly of iron and
nickel in a molten state at a very high temperature.
Evidence indicates that the outer core is about twice as
dense as the material in the mantle.

The innermost layer, the inner core, extends about 800
miles to the earth’s center. It also is probably composed
of iron and nickel. Because the pressure is nearly
60,000,000 pounds per square inch, the inner core is more
like a true solid. The material making up the inner core
is thought to be about three or four times as dense as
the material making up the mantle. You might think of
the earth as being constructed much like a baseball with
a two-layered core, a thick layer around the core (mantle),
and a thin skin on the surface (crust).

(From Modern Science: Our Earth in Space, pp3—5)

New Words and Expressions

1. huge [hju:dz] a. E XKy 4. artificial [ a:ti'fifs1] a.
2. general ['dgenoral] a. Ni&
KIKR); — &R 5. confirm [ken'form] wt.
3. flatten ['fletn] vt. & wi. HE—FIE
B FEE; A 6. equator [i'kweite] =. FRHE
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7. pole [poul] n. #&(H); Bk
8. lithosphere ['liGasfio] n.

10.

11.
12.

13.

14,
15.

16.

17.

18.
19.

20.

21.
22,

Lo sus

20HE
actually ['=ktfuoli] ad.
Lk
mine [main] n.
BRI B
well [wel] n. 3
below [bi'lou] prep.
£ THE aod. FETHEH; AT
scratch [skr=t[] n.
IO B
depth [depd] n. HEE
sure [fuo] a. WRIEM
for sure #isE; ZEICEE IR
layer ['leio] n. B; HE; 2
two-layered FEM
outermost ['automeust] a.
BAbEM
crust [krast] n. 5%; #1752
geologist [dgzi'sledgzist] n.
MR TR, R¥K
globe [gloub] n.
HiER; HEROL
mantle ['mentl] n. 43
lie [lai] vi. %%; frF
(lay [lei], lain [lein],

23.

24.

25.
26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.
34.

35.
36.

37.
38.

lying ['laiig])
underneath [,ande'ni:6)
prep. fE--THE ad. AT
be composed of
B KR
make up AK
plastic ['plestik] a.
W, MR
float [flout] vt. & vi.
(fE) ZiF
outer ['aute] a.
ShERAY; ShE R
nickel ['nikl] n. &
molten ['moultan] a. ARG
evidence ['evidans] n.
ER; UEHE, KB
indicate ['indikeit] vt.
R KU
dense [dens] a. BEN
innermost ['inemoust] a.
BB BIRAER
inner ['ine] a. NERHY; HER
construct [ken'strakt] vt.
HiE; W
baseball ['beisbo:1] n. HIR
skin [skin] n. JZ

Notes to the Text

the earth is 7,929 miles in diameter at the equator



2. o

and about 28 miles less in diameter at thé poles.
~HERIREERR 7,927 XH, FRZAMERLFER
B 28 %H,

ER less AZ, RELRTHIGF:

Five more candidates (['kandideit] n. #{*%#H) en-
tered this year than last but three less passed.
SEZEZEFEWHRELAAN, BEKELI=N,

The desk is four feet in length and one and a
half feet less in width.

R EFRUER, bR —FRAE,

what is under the surface & &ial¥EMN4), YEMTiA of
MEIE,

. You might think of the earth as being constructed

much like a baseball ...
PRATLARE SOBER M 5 M TR GUBRER -
1) might EAMPAFREE, MEEAENDE, ER
EBRARBES L,
2) as being constructed R EiEFMERIE, &1 earth,
FiEP A LI (FRIESE) fn take, regard, con-
sider, describe, refer to, think of %, W[ as §|RiIEiE
A RIE, as JRE B AR, A, 2 REEE, flan:
Geologists refer to the solid part of the earth as
the lithosphere. (44id])
HWIRFFKC RO E SRR AEAE,
We regard gases as compressible, liquids as [incom-
pressible. (JEAiFE)
BAHESAFEET RN, BREFEATESEN,
Scientists think of the earth as being made up of
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