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Foreword

The Lotus Notes and Domino products underwent tremendous change when we released
Version 8. Lotus Notes and Domino are products build by IBM for the global marketplace, and
a significant portion of the development team is located here, in Beijing. So this book is
especially relevant to the Chinese market, because it has been written by our Beijing-based Lotus
development team.

Many things are new in Notes/Domino 8, including a modern, Eclipse-based user interface,
and deep integration with other products in the Lotus Portfolio, such as Lotus Sametime and
Connections. We hope that these new capabilities make it easier for you to do your work, and
maybe even a bit more fun.

Different parts of the book will appeal to different kinds of readers. Parts 1 through 3
provide a broad overview of the products. Parts 4 through 6 are for more advanced developers
and administrators, and talk about the Administration client and Domino Designer. A more
detailed outline of this book follows in the reading guide, directly after this foreword. I hope
that as you read the book you find that the engineering perspective of the authors makes it easy to
understand Version 8 -- not only what a feature is, but why it is part of Version 8.

You will notice two "big new things" in Notes 8: the user interface and an integrated set of
office productivity tools (now called Lotus Symphony). Both of these take advantage of
external open source communities.  The user interface is based on Eclipse, and Symphony is
based on Open Office. IBM has a long tradition of working with external standards and
development communities. In fact Notes 8, like much of IBM desktop software, is available
on several flavors of Linux today. '

Books are never written in a vacuum. First of all, I would like to thank the entire team of
authors for their hard work and dedication to produce such a timely work. Additionally, I
would like to thank their families for giving them the time to work, as well as my management
team here in Beijing who gave them enough freedom to balance the difficulties of delivering the
product along with the writing of this book. Finally the IBM DeveloperWorks organization has
kindly given us permission to reprint much of the content of this book. I hope that you enjoy
reading the book as much as the development team had writing it.

Thank you!

Michael Karasick, PhD
Director of Lotus Development, IBM China Development Laboratory
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