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FOREWORD

The spread of Islam to China dates back more than
one thousand years. Today China has about ten million
Moslems of ten different nationalities; namely, Huis, Uighurs,
Kazakhs, Kirghizes, Tadjiks, Tatars, Uzbeks, Tunghsiangs,
Salas and Pao-ans. Mainly concentrated in the Uighur
Autonomous Region of Sinkiang, the Kazakh Autonomous
Chou of Ili, the Hui Autonomous Chou of Kuyuan and the
Hui Autonomous Chou of Wuchung in Northwest China,
they are also distributed in many cities and villages throug-
hout the country. With China’s other nationalities, they are
taking big strides forword in the course of the socialist
construction of our country.

The establishment of the People’s Republic of China
marked the beginning of a new stage in the life of the
Chinese Moslems. The Constitution of the People’s Republic
of China provides freedom of religious belief for all citizens.
Moslems, like the believers of other religions, enjoy full free-
dom of religous belief. In 1953 the Chinese Moslems set
up an organization for Moslems throughout the country —the
China Islamic Association—and some local religious bodies
are also being set up. These organizations will play a tre-
mendous part in developing the excellent tradition of Islam,

uniting Moslems and non-Moslems in China, and promoting



fraternal relations with Moslems throughout the world.

The centres of Moslem religious life are the mosques
all over the country, numbering more than 40,000, many of
which have been repaired and redecorated with the help
of the People’s Government. Thanks to the particular con-
cern shown by the government, on the three Islamic festivals
—Id-el-Fitr or Lesser Bairam, Id-el-Corban or Greater Bai-
ram, and Molid Nabawi or the Prophet’s Birthday,—Moslem
cadres, workers, soldiers and students are granted holidays
on which to attend prayer services and other ceremonies in
the mosques.

The daily improvement in our country’s economic and
cultural life fills the families of Chinese Moslems with joy,
and enables them to practice religious activitiess at home.
The implementation of the policy of religious freedom and
the development of our national construction open up the
brightest propects for Chinese Moslems.

Owing to limitations of space, this volume comprises
only forty odd illustrations. It does not aim to present a
complete picture of the religious life of Chinese Moslems,
but it will sketch a general outline for those who are inte-
rested. We hope that the free religous life reflected in these
pictures will further inspire the patriotic enthusiasm of Chi-
nese Moslems, increase non-Moslems’ understanding of Mo-

slems in our country, and promote mutual understanding



between us and our‘Moslem brothers and Non-Moslem friends
throughout the world. We think it will play a definite part

in the development of friendship and the strengthening of
solidarity among the peoples, primarily the Moslems, of all

nations in the cause of safeguarding world peace.

China Islamic Association

March 1956
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China Islamic Association, the religious organization for Moslems
throughout China, situated at Tungsze Pailou Mosque, Peking.
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Exterior of the newly repaired and redecorated
Niuchieh Mosque, Peking.
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The famous ancient Huachueh Mosque in Sian Muni-
cipality, Shensi Province, has been beautifully repaired.
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