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Guide to the Yearbook

1. The Economic Yearbook, Republic of China, 1988 comprises three volumes and appendices.
Volume 1 contains special themes of the year, Volume II deals with the general economy, Volume
III is concerned with manufacturing industries, and the appendices provide international economic
information and other relevant economic data. Unless otherwise specified all the contents of the
vearbook refer to the Taiwan area of the Republic of China. .

2. The 10 special themes of this yearbook are: important economic and financial programs and
legislation promulgated by the government in 1987; liberalization of the foreign exchange system;
app.-.ation of the New Taiwan dollar and its effect on the inflow of hot money; stock market
speculative fever; labor problems and formation of the Council for labor Affairs; Liberty Lottery
and the illegal private lottery business in Taiwan; overseas investment; environmental protection
and citizen-action protests; liberalized agricultural policy; and mainland China’s economy.

3. General economy is divided into 12 departments and the manufacturing sector into primary,
secondary and tertiary industries, with reference to the “Definition and Classification of the Criteria
of the Various Professions and Trades of the Republic of China” promulgated by the Directorate
General of Budget, Accounting & Statistics of the Executive Yuan (Cabinet). Primary industries are
divided into six categories, secondary industries 28 categories and tertiary industries 24 categories.

4. The term “primary industries” as contained in this yearbook refers to the various Kinds of
enterprises which are engaged in the cultivation or in the collection of natural products. The term
“secondary industries” means all those enterprises which are related to the processing of natural
products. And the term “tertiary industries” refers to companies which are ancillary to the pro-
duction, distribution and exchange of the products of the primary and secondary industries.

5. This yearbook is composed of articles, statistical drawings and tables. In addition to the in-
clusion of some necessary brief drawings and tables in related articles, separate drawings and tables
are attached to the respective categories of the general ecanomy and the manufacturing sector. The
statistical tables provided under the appendices are numerically serialized and the serial numbers
are prefixed by the alphabet “A”. All the drawings and tables attached are bilingual in the Chinese
and English languages. For all of the articles, abstracts in English are provided in a separate sec-
tion.

6. In principle, one general article is provided on each category of the general economy and
the manufacturing sector. Certain categories of the manufacturing sector, however, may each com-
prise several articles. In addition, one article each is provided as general introduction to the general
economy, the primary industries, secondary industries and tertiary industries. The introductory ar-
ticle provides a quick look at the overall economy of the ROC.

7. One edition of this yearbook is published each year. In principle, the period of time covered
by the 1988 edition ends on December 31, 1987 However, in case certain information and statistics
are not announced in time by the related authorities, the covering time would end on December
31, 1986. But the information and statistics so omitted will be added in the 1989 edition. All in-
formation and statistics as contained in the attached appendices cover only an 11-year period from
1977 to 1987. For information and data for the years prior to 1977, please refer to the 1978 and
1979 editions of this yearbook. , _

8. The articles contained in this yearbook are each divided into four sections: introduction, status
of current year, existing problems and trends and outlook. With regard to the statistical tables at-
tached, one table is provided for each category. For a few large categories whose statistical contents
are relatively brief, information and data pertaining to these categories are thus provided in one
single table.

9. Except when specified in the columns provided for remarks or notes of the tables or mentioned
in the relevant articles, the sources of the information and data given in the tables attached to the
categories of the various secondary and tertiary industries are from the “Report on a Survey of the



Industry and Commerce of the Republic of China” published by the Ministry of Economic Affairs;
as for information and data concerning revenues and expenditures of various industries, they are
furnished in the “Report on a General Investigation Into the Industry and Commerce of the Taiwan
and Fukien Area”; and regarding the production indices and production figures of the various man-
ufacturing industries, they are furnished in the “Statistics on Industrial Production in Taiwan”
which is a monthly publication published by the Ministry of Economic Affairs.

10. For simplification’s sake, the sign “-” adopted in this yearbook denotes that the figures are
either not available or not accurate, Moreover, for the purpose of saving space, round numbers are
used in the yearbook, omitting denominations smalier than 4. Consequently, inconsistence may exist
between the total number and detailed figures. '

11. Contents of this yearbook are arranged in the sequence of articles of Volume I, II and I,
followed by the English abstracts of articles on the general economy and the various sectors of the
economy, the statistical drawings and tables attached, the appendices, and the index of advertisers.
(Advertisements are printed on art paper for easy differentiation purposes.)
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