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Quebec City; Where France Meets Canada

/ Dislogue #i& /

J: Jane, a Chinese girl

R: Remi, a francophone living in Quebec

J:1 always cannot help imagining myself sitting along the banks of the Saint Lawrence River. A couple
walking arm- in-arm passes by, whispering romantic words in French. Later, as | wander through nar-
row stone — paved streets, | smell coffee and freshly — baked French bread. In the distance stands the
magnificent Chateau Frontenac, its bronze roofs shining in the sun... | love French .t:l.I.llllr[‘, and
they all say Quebec is “France in Canada”. To me, Quebec is almost a dream place!

R:Yes, | cannot agree more. Quebec is really a charming dreamy place. Visitors to Quebec City might
think they've somehow landed in France.

J: Can you tell me why French language and culture is so dominant in Quebec?

R: Sure. Quebec City began in 1608 as a fort established by a French explorer. Today, it's the oldest

European — built city in the Americas. Stylish and charming, Quebec City captures the hearts of visi-
- T —

~Jdors with its lovely French atmosphere.
J: You must be proud as a francophone here!
R:Yes. Quebec City is a proud center of French-language theater and music, The French language is
protected by law here. All signs, for example, must show French in larger letters than English.
J: In what season do you think is best for me to visit Quebec City?
R:Certainly mid-winter is the best time to visit us, That's when the city hosts the world's biggest winter

velebration.
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Iceberg Season of Newfoundland and
the Steamship Titanic
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/ Dislogue #ti& /

A: 1 heard that the shipwreck of Titanic was due to its collision with an iceberg?

B:

Yes. Each year about four hundred icebergs survive the long journey from Greenland and Baffin Bay
and float into the warm waters off the coast of Newfoundland. In April 1912 the steamship Titanic
struck one of these icebergs. Tt sank with a great loss of life. Shortly after the lee Patrol was founded

to patrol the shipping lane near Newfound land during the iceberg season.

. But the patrol must be dangerous there since there were so many floating icebergs. How was this task

fulfilled?

; The patrol is carried out by one or two U. S, Coast Guard boats. They locate and chart every iceberg

in the waters and the information is radioed to nearby ships. Fourteen nations pay the costs of the

patrol service.

A. Oh I see. But when is the safest time for ships to ctuise there?

.Tcebergs begin to threaten shipping in March. It is in May that the patrol boats are busiest. During

that month an average of 130 icebergs must be located and charted. By June the danger is over.
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