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Preface

The last 50 years have seen the glorious development of China's
government statistical agencies. Under the correct leadership of the Party
and the government, statistical agencies and statisticians in China worked
hard and exerted constant efforts in innovation during the past 5 decades.
Brilliant achievements were made in statistics, making their due contri-
bution to the socialist construction. Since China adopted the policies of
reform and opening to the outside world, in particular, statistical agen-
cies have adhered to the principles of emancipating the mind and seek-
ing truth from facts, and actively promoted the reform and development
of statistical system, in order to improve the accuracy of statistics through
scientific approaches. Statistical surveys were conducted with success
and large volume of statistical information and consultative proposals
were provided to the party and government leaders and macroeconomic
management agencies at all levels. Statistics have played an important
role in the policy formulation and management by the national and local
governments.

Serving as the fundamental basis for the scientific decision-making
and management, statistics are important for understanding the national
condition, conducting studies and formulating policies. Along with the
development of the socialist market economy and the continuation of
opening to the outside world, the position and the role of statistics will
become more and more important. At the meantime, tasks for statistical
work will also become more difficult and demanding. I hope statistical
agencies and statisticians in China will further enhance the awareness of

your mission and responsibility by advancing with the times and break-




