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Unit 1

Passage One

Methods of Education. East and West

A teacher from Canada recently visited an elementary school in Japan. In one class,
she watched sixty young children as they learned to draw a cat. The class teacher drew a
big circle on the blackboard, and sixty children copied it on their papers. The teacher
drew a smaller circle on top of the first and then put two triangles on top of it; the chil-
dren continued their cats in exactly the same way. The lesson continued until there were
sixty-one identical cats in the classroom.

The Canadian teacher was startled by the lesson. The teaching methods and

their effects — were every different from those in her own country. An art lesson in a
Canadian school would lead to a room full of unique pictures, not a series of identical
cats. Why? What causes this difference in educational methods?

In any classroom in any country, the instructor teaches more than just art or histo-
ry or language. Part of what’s going on — consciously or not — is the teaching of cul-
ture: the attitudes, values and beliefs of the society. Every education system is inevita-
bly a mirror that reflects the culture of the society it is a part of.

In many Western societies, such as the United States or Canada, which are made up
of many different nationalities, religious groups and cultural orientations. individualism
and independent thinking are highly valued. And these values are reflected by the educa-
tion systems in these countries. Teachers emphasize the qualities that make each student
special. Students are seldom expected to memorize information; instead, they are en-
couraged to think for themselves, find answers on their own and come up with individual
solutions. At an early age, students learn to form their own ideas and opinions, and to
express their ideas in class discussion.

In Japan, by contrast, the vast majority of people share the same language. histo-
ry, and culture. Perhaps for this reason, the education system there reflects a belief in
group goals and traditions rather than individualism. Japanese schoolchildren often work
together and help one another on assignments. In the classroom, the teacher is the main
source of knowledge: he or she lectures, and the students listen. There is not much dis-
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cussions instead, the students recite rules or information that they have memorized.

The advantage of the education system in Japan is that students there learn the so-
cial skill of cooperation. Another advantage is that they learn much more math and sci-
ence than most American students. They also study more hours each day and more days
each year than their North American counterparts do. The system is demanding, but it
prepares children for a society that values discipline and self-control. There are, howev-
er, disadvantages. For one thing, many students say that after an exam, they forget
much of the information they memorized. For another, the extremely demanding system
puts enormous psychological pressure on students, and is considered a primary factor in
the high suicide rate among Japanese school-age children.

The advantage of the education system in North America, on the other hand, is
that students learn to think for themselves. They learn to take the initiative — to make
decisions and take action without someone telling them what to do. The system prepares
them for a society that values creative ideas and individual responsibility. There are
drawbacks, however. Among other things., American high school graduates haven't
studied as many basic rules and facts as students in other countries have. And many so-
cial critics attribute the high crime rate in the US at least partially to a lack of discipline

in the schools.

I. Comprehension
1. What was it that startled the Canadian teacher in the class she visited?
A. The large number of students,
B. The method of drawing cats,
C. The method of teaching.
2. What does the author mean by the statement “in any classroom in any country, the
instructor teaches more than just art or history or language”?
A. Instructors everywhere teach many different subjects.
B. Teachers inevitably imbue students with the values of their culture,
C. Instructors are part of what's going on, consciously or not.
3. According to the author, what factors contribute to the high value placed on individu-
alism in North America?
A. The variety of nationalities, religious groups and cultural orientations there.
B. The values reflected by the education systems there.
C. The students expressing their own ideas in class discussion.
4. In the author’s view, what are some of the advantages of the Japanese system of edu-
cation?
A. Japanese people share the same language, culture and history.
B. The teacher lectures and the students listen; and there is not much discussion,

C. The students learn to cooperate, and they learn a lot of math and science.
. 2 .
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What is the most serious problem with the Japanese system. according to the author?
A. It prepares children for a society that values discipline and self-control.
B. The students forget things after exams.

C. The demands of the system contribute to the high suicide rate among students.

. How does the author view the fact that in the North American system students “learn

to take the initiative”?
A. She considers it an advantage over the Japanese system.
B. She considers it a disadvantage.

C. She considers it appropriate for North American society.

. What is the most serious problem with the North American system, according to the

author?

A. American students haven't studied as many basic rules and facts as other
students.

B. The lack of discipline may contribute to the high crime rate.

C. Students learn to take action without someone telling them what to do.

According to the author, which system of education is better?

A. The Japanese system.

B. The North American system.

C, Neither system.

I. Word Study and Associations

L

S

[=2]

-3

o]

method /'me@ad/ n. (1)} #; — modern methods of teaching arithmetic B X253 5
B, (U R &8 d — (BlH)) We must get some method into our of-
fice filing. FRATAIHE A SCIHFS THEF Hi 2L &K ., — methodical /mi'8odikal/ adj.
A RBH A BRF Y

triangle /'traieengl/ n. (1) =M. (2) =M KR — a love triangle =AM E
consciously /'konfasli/ adv. B 3HL ; ZiHF|

. conscious /'konfes/ adj. (1) iR %] ;&% 5] — be conscious of being watched/that

one is being watched %A AGELMAEC . )M EFRE

consciousness /'konfosnis/ n. (1)£8%, 5. (2)HHE — (Hlf)) The blow caused
him to lose consciousness. #F—HFTHMK L T %K.

Jinevitably /in'evitobli/ adwv. A~ ] i % il ; 26 SR K A= i — inevitable /in'evitobl/ adj.

g (DAA]EERA ;LR KA HER — an inevitable disaster AS Al 4 K ME, (2) (attrib) 7E

BRPE ;BN BB — a tourist with his inevitable camera 1} % #F HBAHHLAY
e %

. reflect /ri'flekt/ vt. (1) M;FBH — trees reflected in a lake Wi BE IR RE . (2)

R GE. . FEZ%) — (B4)) The heat reflected from the white sand formed a mi-
rage. MRZABHYERFHTER T iEHT B . — reflect on/upon sth. JLE ; A% —
(B14)) 1 need time to reflect on your offer. 752 i8] 3 & BRI &L .

. reflection /ri'flekfan/ n. (1), (2) 6. %) 5t
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Qs

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

16.

17,

18.
19,

emphasize.-ise /'emfosaiz/ v. o i s F @ (W 3) stress; accentuate; give emphasis to
— (f#14)) He emphasized the importance of careful driving. {38 V& /N0 %5 B iy T E
#£. — emphatic /im'feetik/ adj. (1) Isg e ; 5298 /9 ;MM — an emphatic denial Wt
RIOFIN. (2) 4 10 B 5 83510 — an emphatic victory 4 H £ B ) HEF
recite /ri'sait/ v. ¥ : B — recitation /resi'teifan/ n. # il — the recitation of a
ballad, an ode 203 #8119 #
cooperation /kouopa'reifon/ n. F A BlA (IF L) collaborate; work together; as-
sort: work in —» a report produced by the government in cooperation with the chem-
ical industry BORF7E4L T8 1A RS & F BT HL HH 19— B34t & — cooperate /kou'apareit/
v, — cooperate with one’s friends in raising money 5MAEBELY — cooperative
/kou'oporativ/ adj. {31YEM
self-control /'selfkon'traul/ n. Hifil 5
disadvantage /disod'vamtidz/ n. A Fl & ¥, A F] Hb i — (B 4)) The other
candidate's main disadvantage is her age. % “‘&ﬂkﬂﬁi%%ﬂ%ﬁ%wm@ﬁm
5 — to sb's disadvantage X ¥ A A F 5 47 A% — (fl4)) It would be to your
disadvantage to invest in the project. Prfe s s T fE F R ATREEINZ 7 .
extremely /iks'triimli/ adv. JEF (W X) very; extraordinarily; highly; in the ex-
treme; super — (fA1#)) That's extremely interesting. ISt B, — extreme
Jik'stritm/ adj. Cusu. attrib)fg K[ HER ik HE#Y — show extreme patience, kind-
ness, gentleness 72 B0 A O  FGE R E — extreme n. — in the extreme #% B ;
Wk — (f4y) This is inconvenient in the extreme, XA T &,

. suicide /'sjuisaid/ n. (1) [{ & — commit suicide A 4 — suicide rate HR %, (2)H

o #2478 — suicidal /sjui'saidal/ adj. HAR:TEHESHARK — sucidal
tendencies [ %l [1]

initiative /i'nifistiv/ n. (1) EahH1T8) —~ (fAl43)) It is hoped that the government's
initiative will bring the strike to an end. FUEHFRRAITHTUSEREL, (OFE
&) — on one's initiative 3 & ; Btk He — (B4)) In the absence of my commanding
officer. 1 acted on my own initiative. KEBEAEY. R ESH WHITH. — initiate
/i'nifieit/ v. Q4G & JF B SCHE — initiate plans. schemes, social reforms FF 4532
iR R U

drawback /'dro:beek/ n. X ts AF| &4 — (B4)) The great drawback to living on
a4 main road is the constant noise. {7 Kl I Y Bk A B 0 B F A, (H30)
shortcoming; defect (Ji%) drawback £8Pk HA “BRa” B CARZA”
defect 5 5911k % 1 | Y BRI L 5045 A 59 89 A M E A9 BR £ shortcoming E B4 5
N AE 4 Rt B B 4 A &b . (J14Y) Everything has its drawback. HHHYE
4 5 &, He has the defects of his qualities. fib A BEAK A5 T K RO B A5 . Jenny was
a good girl, but she had one shortcoming. BiREANITFHREAE — B
crime rate JEFEH

partially /'pazfali/ adwv. 43 Hb: A 5¢ 4 H (Wl %) in part — partial /'paifal/ adj.
i %
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(DI RFE4 M — a partial recovery #8473 & Jil. () A — (fl4y) The ref-
eree was accused of being partial. ¥ #48 si A,
Il. Phrases and Expressions
1. take the initiative 3 3 ¥ 33
2. take action (1)REFTEN, FFER THE. (DL
3. prepare for ffiXifeeee- AHITHER (W X) gird oneself for
4. put pressure on Xd'"""ﬁfﬁj]ﬂ'ﬂz.j] s B AR
5. on one’s own (1) [ 3 M7 s, ()3 — A BL M. (NG ZHIELAY; R i
W
6. for one thing, for another — il +«- - it [| I 15 L EER Hk

N. Background Information
Individualism

Individualism is one of the dominant American values. The individualistic theory of
human nature holds that the interest of a person are best served by allowing him maxi-
mum freedom and responsibility for choosing his objectives and the means for obtaining
them, and acting accordingly. This belief follows from the opinion that each person is
the best judge of his own interests and given educational opportunities, can discover how
“to advance them. It is also based upon the assumption that the act of making these
choices contributes to the development of the individual and to the welfare of society. So
it is most important for individuals to be allowed full opportunity to achieve material
success through their efforts. Society. from this point of view, is seen as only a collec-

tion of individuals. each of which is a self-contained and almost self-sufficient entity.

Passage Two

Little Sister of the Poor

Kenneth .. Woodward

With a will of iron and»a/h_,eart/_gf loye, Mother Teresa served the dying and desper-
ate in India and around the ;Norld.r./

When she died last week in Calcutta — just days after her 87th birthday — she was
known the world over as Mother Teresa. Thin and bent, she had been hospitalized with
numerous illnesses over the last two years. That night, after finishing dinner and her
prayers, Mother Teresa complained of a pain in her back. “I cannot breathe,” she told a

doctor summoned to her side. Moments later, she died. Shortly after, her nuns tolled a

e 5 e
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huge metal bell and some 4,000 people gathered in the rain outside — among them many
of the street people she had served for so long. Inside, Mother Teresa's body was
washed. dressed and laid on a bed of ice. One by one the nuns filed past, touching her
bare feet in a traditional Indian gesture of respect.

Widely regarded as a living saint, Mother Teresa was perhaps the most admired
woman in the world. When she appeared at the side of John Paul 1[I , it was the pope
who stood in the tiny nun’s shadow. Although she was a Roman Catholic, her simplicity
and true concern for the dying, the abandoned and the outcast transcended the bounda-
ries of religion and nationality. “By blood and origin 1 am Albamam ” she once said of
herself. “My citizenship is Indian. 1 am a Catholic nun. As to my calling, 1 belong to
the world. ”

When Sister Teresa first came to India, she taught slum children in Calcutta whose
parents were too poor to send them to school. The children called her Mother Teresa,
and that is who she became. One day, as she later recalled, she found a woman “half
eaten by rats” lying in the street. She sat with her, stroking her head, until the woman
died. With that experience a new vocation — and a new religious order — was born.
She decided that her goal would be to minister to the “unwanted, unloved and uncared
for” who filled the streets and slums of her adopted city. And to that end, she gathered
a small group of nuns around her.

Mother Teresa's first clinic was in an old hostel that had once served pilgrims to the
temple of Kali, the Hindu goddess of death. She and her nuns (_onverled it into a shelter
where the desperate people they found abandoned on the streets of Lalcutta could die in
peace.

The clinic's neighbors objected to the moans and smells, and they complained to the
civil authorities. But when a police commissioner arrived to close down the clinic, he
was so stunned by the horror and misery that he said he would stop Mother Teresa only
when the neighbors persuaded their wives and sisters to take over the work the nuns had
started. None came forward.

Building shelters for the dying was Mother Teresa’s signature service. Poverty was
her chosen way of life. When Pope Paul V| gave her an é)gpen/sivé car that he had used
during a visit to Calcutta in 1964, she sold it — without ever stepping inside — and used
the money to build a clinic in West Bengal.

Today, Mother Teresa’s order numbers more than 4,500 nuns, with 550 centers in
126 countries. Their range of concerns has also expanded to include AIDS patients, drug
addicts and victims of domestic violence. Led by Mother Teresa, the sisters have fed the
hungry in Ethiopia, treated radiation victims at Chernobyl and helped families made
homeless by an earthquake in America.

None of this was achieved through prayer alone. Mother Teresa possessed iron re-
solve and her tireless efforts to gain support for her clinics proved nearly irresistible.

s 8
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Church authorities and civil authorities gave way to her arguments; chiefs of state who
wanted to be identified with her work paid her visits and even begged her to establish clinics
in their countries. She accepted celebrity as the price of expanding her missionary outreach,
As her fame grew, so did her honors. Among the most significant were the Bharat
and the 1979 Nobel

Peace Prize. At her request, the Nobel committee skipped the usual lavish dinner for the

Ratna, or Jewel of India — that country’s highest civilian award

prizewinner, and gave the money to the poor.

But Mother Teresa also had her critics. Advocates of women's rights protested her
steady fight against both abortion and birth control. There were medical authorities who
said her work let government ignore their responsibilities toward the poorest members of
society. Even the Catholic Church was sometimes uneasy about her independent ways.
But to the millions of Indians who called her Mother, and to the millions more who
deeply admired her countless acts of mercy, Mother Teresa lit a path to saintliness and

invited other to follow it.

I. Comprehension
1. The author describes the public's immediate response to Mother Teresa’s death to il-
lustrate :
A. that many people in Calcutta felt personal grief over her death
B. why the whole world regarded her as a saint
C. that her death was a tragedy for the poorest people in Calcutta
D. that people had been expecting her death
2. By saying “it was the pope who stood in the tiny nun’s shadow”, the author means
that
A. the pope seemed more courteous in Mother Teresa's presence
B. Mother Teresa, an ordinary Catholic nun, appeared more difgp_iﬁf[ed than the pope
C. it was Mother Teresa who became the focus of the public’s attention
D. Mother Teresa tried to attract attention
3. We can conclude from Paragraph 4 that Mother Teresa decided to devote herself to
the sick and dying because .
A. she felt dissatisfied as a teacher
B. it was part of her duty as a Roman Catholic nun
C. it was unpleasant to see people dying on the streets
D. she felt that this was the work God meant for her to do
1. The paragraph about the police inspector who came to close Mother Teresa’s first
clinic illustrates s
A. how unpleasant it is to live near a clinic
B. how easy it is to influence police inspectors

S A :
C. Wow impressive the nun’s work was
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D. how honest Mother Teresa was

Mother Teresa chose poverty as her way of life; this is illustrated by
A. the numerous illnesses she suffered

B. Aer decision to sell the car she received from Pope Paul V|

(. her Indian citizenship

). the 550 centers her nuns run

Mother Teresa treated her growing fame as

A. #n opportunity to increase her honors

'\1’;.;,/;\ form of missionary outreach

(. the price she paid for helping more and more needy people

D the reason.church and civil authorities gave way to her arguments
Critics of Mother Teresa were concerned about

A. her conﬁant\contact with celebrities

B. the mé*d-ic{l authorities who surrounded her

C. the millions of Indians who called her “mother”

D. none of the above

. According to the author, Mother Teresa will be remembered mainly

A. for the critics she had

B. for the simpte life she chose to lead
C. for her countless acts of mercy

D. all of the above

. Word Study and Associations

. hospitalize,-ise /'hospitalaiz/ wt. CB A % EBEIRIT

numerous /'njurmoaras/ adj. V%1 — her numerous friends ftb B9 2 M & (K 30)
multitudinous; myriad; considerable; various (M #) multitudinous AR E M, K
WAy B BE B considerable 58 26 ;myriad 5% Fo B0 B B K B9 5 considerable 38 8 &
O AR ¥ K B 5 various SRR RS9 R R, B A R & HER”. (BIF)) multitudinous
debts, problems. crowds K 4t 1 % % . 18] L. A s Each galaxy contains myriads of
stars. — R Z#4 XBM1E R . a considerable quantity, sum, distance 1824 KM
it B H .Hi 5 : The boy invented various reasons for his absence. XM BEHEIECHW
S G TR AP B . — numerical /njur'merikal/ adj. $UFH

. prayer /pred/ n. Vi ¥ 0 CEE~ ) i #IXK — a prayer for forgiveness, rain,

cuccess J 25 B8 A0 T K LRI T B #5 % — pray v. — (Bi49) The priest prayed
for the dying man. Ui K 5E# 8 %

4. summon /'samon/ vt. M ;fEme — (B4y) 1 was summoned by my boss (to explain

my actions). ZHINIEA 2 CERX A ST AMEHLMERE) . — summons . % e

. nun /nan/ n. B&

toll /toul/ v. (ZEARTiA 1 HH &) g5 — To Whom the Bell Tolls &%
0 ) G B gl /N 56D — toll m. 248 TTTT A7 AR Y S
. 8 L]
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

. bare /bea/ adj. (1) LEE ) — bare to the waist #R# L& . (2)FH — a

larder bare of food Z5 Zs It B £ 5 #E — lay sth. bare 5% ; #8 & — lay bare the
truth, sb's treachery. a plot 8 A . = AW HRAT RN JPHIE

. gesture /'dzestfo/ n. (D FER. () FH;/REEE — make a rude gesture EH}

HLEF i B3 — gesture v. EREMIE — to gesture with one’s hands f(F#
saint /seint/ n. (1)&fE. ()X A

pope /paup/ (H#1E Pope) CK FHD # &

Catholic /'kee@alik/ n. K EHE adj. K EH M — a Catholic priest, school X £#
A 2EARE — catholic adj. B8 HE0 ) 1Z 10 5 %8 1)

simplicity /sim'plisiti/ n. #Zifp — the simplicity of the problem % [a] 8 fY fa .9t —
simplify /'simplifai/ v. — (f4)) We simplify the instructions so that children can
understand them. &A1 k45 725 LLOE T )L & 29 i .

abandon /o'beendan/ wt. W F: M FHF (JX X ) conserve, maintain, preserve, reserve
(K X) desert; discard; evacuate; quit; relinquish (JH#:) abandon 57K i | 5 4= 1)
FCFE i a4 AR — D A B A I % R e T TR TR AR LRI T RE RS A
JECAY ot AT RE 2 B0 A L BE TRE R T kR 5T AT s desert SRE BT H DT 5 AU LT
£ X 55 s A BN B0 O 7 B TE L R IR A R b OC &R s discard fi8 40 7 A
T BB R AR P s evacuate S5 ABIE AL 27 AR % B
AR B b s quie — SR REERAT M 09 A B O AR R AE R g 2R R dE ok
{40 2% 7 i 57 B s relinquish 1§ A5 5 R AT 8h 88 S 74T 8 FURRBE o 45 3 B R AL
F| %, Fil abandon FL#HEIT . (fA14)) The cruel man abandoned his wife and child. #[§
ANERE AT FE TaZE TMIZ T . A soldier who deserts his post in time of war is
punished severely. TE I« 4 53 M b pY -1 5 4 AR ™ 5 . We discarded all the
clothes we'd grown out of. FR{TIFEEH /MK IKA DI $E T . The soldier evacuated
the area as the enemy advanced. FZEHEUERT .+ HRHE THFHLIX . He quitted his
job and accompanied us to London. fh#&F 2 7 TAE. MFKA]—BE KB TR H. relin-
quish a right. privilege B FFHF] F54L — an abandoned car, dwelling. fort, village
Bl 0 VA R A AR T L B A AR A B SR AT TE — abandon n. AR A
% — abandoned adj. (3§ N#478) JL % 0. M #& ) — abandonment n. i % ; il
P

transcend /treen'send/ vt. A8 e -e- TG B ([ ) exceed; excel; go beyond — (#i
4J) Such matters transcend man's knowledge. X2t Ml AR B ELHE THB. —
transcend sb. /sth. (in sth.) & & . F. it (FX) surpass — (Bf)) She far
transcends the others in beauty and intelligence. it A i Hi /A, — transcendent
/treen'sendont/ adj. WLERM); &5 G ) — a writer of transcendent genius 7 1Y
boundary /'baundari/ n. () ;i % — (H4)) Scientists continue to push back the
boundaries of knowledge. F}2% 25 A< Wr 8 2015 40 88 A 3h 2k 17 b 0 8 .

religion /ri'lidzan/ n. (1)(U) F#., COfEM0;: 5285



