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PREFACE

There has been long history of ornamental cymbidium planted in China, which may go
back to ancient times. For Chinese, cymbidium is an object of worship. We take cymbidium
as ’scent of the nation” or “ancestry of scent’. It is also said that cymbidium is the scent of
nobility, the seniorest among all kinds of plant ornamantals. People consider it the flower of
gentlemen or men of moral integrity. There is a Chinese saying: ‘A luxuriant growth of
cymbidium is a sign of vigour and prosperity of nation’. So the precious culture of cym-
bidium ought to be carried forward especially at this new era of peace and prosperity.

Cymbidium is one of the big lines in Chinese orchids,which includes Chunlan, Huilan,
Jianlan, Hanlan and Molan, etc. It is the biggest group with numerous cultivars up to now.
There are some famous traditional cultivars such as Jinzui, Yinbian, Qilan, and Baimo.
Among them, Shenzhouqi, Guoxiangmudan, Xiju belong to cultivars with rare flowers,
while Nanhaimei, Guihe are of petal-type and Jinyinding, Hezhihua, Ruiyu, Yanglao,
Sangyuanhuang are of Xianyi. There is also a cultivar named Baiyusujin belonging to
Xianyisuxin. There have been almost thousand well-known cultivars being raised for horti-
cultural use. Most of cymbidiums are strong and eract in plant-type, having thick and beau-
tiful flower stalks, heavy and fragrant blossoms. Some are coloured elegantly and some are
gorgeously but all highly with ornamental value. They are adoptable for indoor decoration,
arrangement in public places, cutting flower and making green by planting. Cymbidiums
are also very adaptable, though they are mainly growing in south China. They are being
wider and wider introduced to everywhere in China, and even abroad. They can grow exu-
berantly and produce flowers year after year if enough attention is paid to winter protection.
Therefore, China has quite a big annula export of cymbidium.

Guangdong is both the main planting area and the biggest exporter of cymbidium in
China.Cymbidium collection is mostly from Guangdong and Taiwan provinces. Guangdong
Orchid Association has long been considering and preparing the publication of Cymbidium
sinense(Molan) in China since 1999, which is thought the key task of the Association. Yan
Xueliang(chief editor), He Qingzheng and Liu Qingyang(associated chief editors)and other
leaders of the Association have been working hard cooperatively under the guidence of
Guangdong Provincial Department of Agriculture as well as being supported by the mass of
orchid people including friends from Taiwan. Now this album will soon come out as a

beautifully-printed, numerously cultivar-included and thoroughly/precisely stated pictorial



book. It will be a great work to sum up what has happened to cymbidium in the last couple
of centuries. It is also a fundamental job for the development of cymbidium culture, and
greatly give impetus to popularization of cymbidium both at home and abroad.

Human being are seeking higher and higher quality of cultural life while their material
life has been getting richer and richer day by day. As a result, cultural and entertaining
spheres for mental relaxation and enjoyment of human are being widely extended.
Consequently, we believe that cymbidium must have a good market in the near future as it
contains not only a wealth of cultural intension but also extremly high ornamental value and
marked interest and charm of oriental aesthetics.

It is expected that this album being published will satisfy people’s needs of this kind.
We wish to take this opportunity to thank everybody who has made contribution to the
publishing of this album.

As mentioned above, cymbidium cultivars are numerous and complicated. moreover.
new cymbidium cultivars will still be more and more developed, so it is almost impossible
to have a full collection of all of them in one album. But I hope there will be continuations
to follow by orchid people who are already well-prepared and will keep working on
collecting, identifying cymbidiums and sorting out data for another better book.

This album comes out while the 5th National Flower Fair in China is holding in
Guangzhou. As it happens, Cym. sinense is choosen as the fair Flower. So we are presenting
this album as a gift to greet the opening of the Fair.

Wish the Fair every success!

There will surely be Flower growing everywhere around the world and blooming in
every househood.

I have kept contact with friends who have been working with orchids. I appreciate very
much the edition and publication of the album. Now I consider it a pleasure to compose the

preface for it and be among the first to read this book.

Ou Guangyuan

(Mr. Ou Guangyuan, administrative vice president of Guangdong Province)
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