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Introduction

NDU is the highest military institution of higher learning in China. It
shoulders the responsibility of educating senior military officers, military theoretical
innovation, policy consultation for CMC Headquarters, national defense education
and foreign military exchanges. It holds a vitally important position in the military,
undertakes glorious missions and great responsibilities.

NDU has its root in Jinggang Mountain. In September 1927, comrade Mao
Zedong led the Qiushou Uprising, and led the troops to start the armed revolution
in Jinggang Mountain. In November in the same year, it founded the Officers’
Teaching Team of the 1st regiment, 1st division, 1st corp of China’s Workers and
Peasants Revolutionary Forces. From then on, Chinese revolution took on the road
of “separate regime of worker—peasant army” , and people’s army has started the
precedentce of running schools and educating personnel. As the earliest established
school by CPC, Jinggang Mountain Teaching Team educated more than 150 carders,
cultivated the fine style of combining theory with practice, and created the teaching
mode of acting as learning team, combat team and working team, and played the
role of “seeds” and “yeast” for various kinds of schools run by CPC. It has exerted
important and profound influence for the growth of revolutionary forces, which
developed from small to big in scale, and from weak to strong.

NDU’s golden age in the revolutionary era was its Anti—Japanese Military
and Political University(AJMPU, or Kangda in Chinese) period. = Her brilliance
was due to the “Kangda Spirit” of self-reliance, hard working and plain living,

loyalty to the party, the courage to sacrifice, keeping up with the times, and the



courage of innovation created by Kangda people. This spirit was like an immense
magnetic field, attracting and uniting patriotic youth and people of lofty ideals
to join the Anti-Japanese War. It once enrolled 1000 freshmen in one day at its
most, and Mr. Kotnis, the Indian doctor who volunteered to assist China, admired
it as the “Jerusalem in the East” . Her brilliance was also due to her new teaching
mode which distinguished her from any form of the old education, or any other
education system of other military schools. Every aspect of Kangda was reformative,
revolutionary, and full of life. In Kangda, whether it was the president, or team
leader, teacher or student, everyone was equal and democratic; carders’ working
load were even higher than students, while their living standard lower than students.
Therefore, there were very few internal contradictions, conflicts and dissipation; all
her apparent and potential power could be cohered in its maximum to fight against
foreign invasion. From teaching to production, from politics to war, it maximally
achieved the “seamless connection” between class teaching and practice, and the
whole teaching process had become the process of capability transformation. Tangda
graduates were so capable that the Japanese army claimed that they would trade 20
Japanese soldiers’lives for one Kangda student. The leaders of Kangda were teachers
and students at the same time, which meant the operation and solution of every
teaching item, even every class, or every topic could be conducted by the policy
makers themselves. The whole operation was on the track of keeping with the times
and avoiding mistakes. Kangda has pioneered new approach for people’s education,
left invaluable experiences, laid foundation for development, and cultivated fine
learning styles and scholl spirit. It also left valuable spiritual wealth that can endure
historical test and be worthy of inheriting by later generations.

NDU also accomplished great achievements in the time of peaceful
construction. During the War to Resist US Agression and Aid Korea, she carried
forward the fine traditions in war times, and created the teaching mode of “real

combat” , which closely connected classroom with battlefield. By continuous
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interaction between combat and teaching, it provides strong intelligence and
personnel support for winning the war.  In the time of peaceful army construction,
she boldly borrowed from the Soviet experience, used Kuomintang defecting people,
and explored the way of educating officers that suited the requirement of the
times and having our military characteristics, thus providing powerful theoretical
support and personnel support for the army’s revolutionary, modern and regularized
construction. In the era of extreme leftism, she had the courage to defend truth
and maintain the realistic and practical learning style, pursuing survival and
development in the crevice between political left and right, and had provided
necessary support for consolidating national defense and resisting invasion for the
people’s armed forces. Since the reform and opening up policy was adopted, she
bravely stands at the front and took an international perspective, keeping with the
times and insisting on reform and innovation, and had made innovation in education
thought, school-running mode, teaching content and teaching means,-and has
realized the strategic transformation from “combination” to “jointness” , from
mechanization to informationization, and from “war preparation” to “war fighting” .

Several years ago, when inspecting NDU, the former CMC President Zhang
Wannian, looking around the leaders from CMC and the Headquarters, said
happily to the students at present, “We are all NDU students!” Indeed, since the
founding of PRC, numerous outstanding people have been educated by NDU and
its predecessors, i.e., Nanjing Military Academy, Advanced Military Academy,
Military and Political University, Military academy, Political Academy, and
Logistics Academy. They have been taking important positions in the party; politics,
military, science, education and culture, like the shining stars in the sky, lightening
our country’s future. Among them, there are world famous politicians, militarists,
educators, artists, and notable entrepreneurs in the business world. They are not only
the writers and witness of NDU history, but the inheritors and revealers of the bright

future of China’s most senior military academy.



It can be said that the development of NDU is closely connected with the
military and political practice of the Communist Party of China, and also closely
linked with the combat and development of the PLA. This connection is not only
determined by the nature, position and tasks of the NDU, but is also where her
characteristics, tradition and motivation for advance originate, which is worthy of our
study and carrying forward.

In the waves of globalization, our economic antenna has been extending towards
every corner of the world. Correspondingly, the emerging social contradictions,
together with the rising pressure of confronting the “westernization”, and “secession”
also increase with each passing day. With the deepening of informational technology
revolution, and with the rapid evolution of world new military reforms, the antenna
of war also extended towards multi—dimensional spaces and intangible spaces, and
the forms of war is under profound transformation. This situation demands that
national military strategy and military construction guidelines must be adjusted,
and NDU’s educational thought, school-running mode and teaching content and
methodology must be adjusted correspondingly. To that end, NDU must follow
closely the the CPC with comrade Xi Jinping as the General Secretary, earnestly
implement the thematic thought of the 18th CPC National Congress, uphold the
banner of socialism with Chinese characteristics, follow the guidelines of Deng
Xiaoping theories, the important thinking of “three represents” , and the scientific
development outlook. NDU should also closely pursue the goal of strengthening the
army under the new situation, and comprehensively enhancing the modernization
and regularization of the armed forces, to build a people’s armed forces that can
follow CPC’s command, win wars and have fine traditions. NDU should seriously
study relevant speeches made by President Xi Jinping, and educate the students to
bear in mind that listening to the party command is the soul of a strong army, and
they must unswervingly adhere to the absolute leadership of the party over the army,

and follow the party at any time, in every circumstance. They must also bear in mind
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that being able to fight and win the war is the demand of a strong army, and must
promote army construction and war preparation with the wartime standard, so as to
ensure that the military can be assembled at command, and can fight a war when
assembled, and can win a win when fight. They must also bear in mind that running
the armed by law and enforcing strict discipline is the foundation of a strong army,
and the military must keep strict style and ruthless discipline to ensure the high—
level unity and stability. NDU should further uphold the fine traditions and working
style of NDU, explore the rule of educating commanders and military construction in
the informational age, effectively educate commanders that can fight wars and win
wars, so as to provide strong security guarantee for comprehensively building a well—
off society, and try to accomplish new achievements on our journey towards realizing
the “Chinese Dream” that is worthy of our predecessors, our times, our party and our

people’s great trust.
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