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Abstract

Abstract

Marx and Engels,who were the founders of Marxism, thought that
the future society indicates the high development of productive forces
and takes each individual’s comprehensive and free development as
basic principle. Obviously, Marx and Engels’ conception of future
society contains profound thoughts of justice, which are scientific
verdicts based on criticism about the harsh reality of injustice of
capitalism. Marx and Engels’ view of justice originated from the views
of justice of German classical philosophy, British and French classical
plutonomy, and the theory of three great Utopian socialists. Historical
materialism is the foundation and the main character of the
methodologies of Marx and Engels’ view of justice, Marx and Engels
founded two principles of methodologies, namely practical and dialectic
principles, which were based on the criticism and reform about non-
scientific views of justice.

Marx and Engels thought that the views of justice develop
historically, and that the equal rights stemmed from commodity
economy was the fundamental criterion to distinguish the archaic views
of justice from modern-bourgeois view of justice. It is significant for the
world history that the bourgeois view of justice, which took equal rights
as the core, took place of the ruled pre-capitalism’s views of justice,
which took Human inequality as its basis. Essentially, the bourgeois
view of justice showed the relationship among wills and contracts in the
field of commodity exchanges, which separated principle from practice,
form from content. The proletarian request for equality, which required
not only equal right but also social and economic equalities, was ac-

companied with bourgeois request for equality. And these two kinds of
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requests lived and died at the same time. Marx and Engels’ view of
justice, which took each individual’s comprehensive and free
development as the core, transformed the subject of view of justice from
the abstract request for equal rights to each individual’s comprehensive
and free development, and this transformation is in accord with the
process of objective history. Marx and Engels’ view of justice exceeded
the bourgeois view of justice,and it achieved a great change.

Marx and Engels thought that the development of socio-economic
patterns is a naturally historical process. They always looked for the
conditions of transformation of human society from inequality to quality
in inevitability, demonstrating the process and the rule of it. The initial
stage of social history looked like a great picture, which was unity of
great advantage and historic parochialism. When human history entered
the civilized stage, the process of justice’s development went forward in
confrontation, and turned into the inherent antagonism in capitalism,
which showed that depriving development opportunities of some people
is the condition of others’ development, and turned into absolute
antagonism of whole society development and each worker’s
development. The transformation of commodity economy acts as
intermediary in the two negations in the historical development of
justice. Evaluating the historic inevitability and limitation of commodity
economy dialectically means a lot in Marx and Engels’ view of justice.
Uniting vast historical function of commodity economy and social coun-
teraction to spontaneous form of production process is the conclusion of
history, which creates condition and factors for each individual’s com-
prehensive and free development, as well as realization of justice.

Key words: Marx, Engels, justice, view, research
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