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An Eternal Art

FRARREAMESZ RKEREEN ARBEHREA
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KRR ZhuXianmin

Mr. Zhu Hongyu, with his own distinct style, is a representative figure
in the field of human-body art. Thumbing through his album of human
body, one can feel the artistic values in those photos which are well
worth our study. It is Mr. Zhu who pioneered a brand-new way to
display the beauty of the human body.

Human-body photography is nothing new. As time passes, people
gradually take a more rational attitude towards this art and begin to
think more of it, Only creativity and innovation can ensure the survival
and prosperity of this art. It is the angle, the light, the novelty and
the artistic values in Mr . Zhu's works of human body that make him
stand out in those human-body photographers. With an impressive
individual style, Hongyu's works of human body spur further refinement
of the concept of the human-body art. Despite the fact that we've
seen thousands of photos of the human body, this album will ever
be new and fresh to its readers' eyes. An adept in the use of light
and the camera, the photographer managed to capture and distill a
kind of beauty which is a feast for the readers’ eyes. Through skillful
use of light and shadow, he condensed the human body into a pure
morphologic language and delivered the artistic beauty embodied in
the human body. Every photo in this album, neat and with pure beauty,
mirrors the photographer’s relentless pursuit of beauty as well as his
strong sense of social responsibility.

It is this strong sense of social responsibility that elucidates to the
readers the concept of human-body beauty. That is, the human-body
art shows moral values and also the state of moral refinement. | believe
this picture album will surely become readers’ favorite. )
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Photographic technology, ever since its invention, has been used to
enrich the human body art. This could be explained by an overwhelming
proportion of the human body drawings in the early Western painting.
Photographic technology plays a vital role in displaying the beauty of
the human body in a more accurate and direct way. Body photography,
however, has since developed towards two extremes-pornography and
art.

The invention of photography once placed traditional aesthetics in a
dilemma. Most photographers are hesitant in using this special language.
And, the popularity of photography bends art to the secular world. As a
result, visual art transmuted in the 19th century and surrendered to the
secular art, and photography wandered on the edge of visual art for a
long period of time.

As an artist in the human body art, a body photographer should
know how to make his work rich in pure beauty and free from erotic
elements. Putting photographic skills aside, a major challenge facing a
photographer is to purify people’s soul by using the subjective shot and
combining lights and shadows as well.

Mr. Zhu Hongyu, well aware of all the difficulties, was courageous
enough and has succeeded in showing us the true beauty of the human
body art.

In appreciating this album, we enjoy the creativity of a true artist and an
aesthetic appeal. This kind of pleasure, which may vary with persons
and places, differs greatly in its intensity. Mr. Zhu, the photographer,
employed rich skills to eliminate the inherent erotic elements in human
body and presents to us the purest expression of visual art.

The simplest expression in visual art is in effect the most difficult one.
Too often, photographers tend to flinch from that. However, Mr. Zhu
picked up this “Pencil of Nature” calmly and made great efforts to depict
the striking picture he wanted to show to us.

It's necessary for us to review the opinions put forward by the American
photographer Jabez Hughes in 1861. He divided the photographic
practice into three categories-mechanical photography, artistic
photography and fine art photography. And he defined the third category
of art as one “with loftier goals than artistic photos and capable of
instructing and purifying people's mind."One and a half centuries later,
Hughes' argument about the moral function of arts remains the highest
spiritual standard in the art field.

Ever since the invention of the photographic technology, human body
photography has been controversial. Aa well as Mr.Zhu's hard efforts, his
unworldly, clear and melodious sound of pure art in this bustling world
commands our praise.
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