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WUTHERING HEIGHTS

PROLOGUE

[A long view of the Moors fades in. A violent storm fills the
night. Snow has been falling for days. The road and the moors are
blanketed deep. The immense, lonely moor looks white, devilish
and forlorn. There is no sound but the wind, no sight but the swirl
of snow. ‘ .

Into the foreground of this white wilderness comes the figure
of a man toiling through the high drifts. He pauses, blinded by the
wind and snow. Then we follow him as, shielding his eyes, he sees
a tiny light beyond the road. It is the window of some nearby
house, and he starts plunging toward it.

¢ Now the scene cuts to a view of the old MANOR HOUSE that
seems half buried not only by the long falling snow but by the
years. It is a stone building and it stands like a derelict in the wild
night, its windows battered and boarded up, its outbuildings half
toppled. Some scrub firs have been twisted into eerie! shapes by the
eternal wind ‘

The man comes into view. A crumbling fence halts him and he
finds the gate. He pushes against it and it opens a foot, reluctant-
ly, as if held back by invisible hands. He wedges himself into the
yard, and as he starts desperatély forward for the shelter of the
lighted room beyond, the wild barking of dogs rises above the noise
of the wind; and a pack of? shaggy and wolf — like animals leap

'8.
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through the snowdrifts at the traveler.

Then the scene changes abruptly, and we see the animals har-
rying the bewildered figure®, who fights them off with his heavy
stick; and after plunging and fallmg and recovering himself, he ar-
rives at the manor door.

He knocks, with the dogs still leaping at him. There is no re-
sponse. He bangs with his stick. And then made desperate by the
aroused animals®, he opens the door and lunges in.

We follow him into a LARGE ROOM in which a fire burns.
Seated in the lamplight, morose and silent, is a group of immobile
people. The traveler looks at them in amazement. They offer no
greeting, and no hint of hospitality is in their sullen eyes.

Dominating the group, with his back to the fireplace over
which hangs a pair of guns, is a dark—skinned, saturnine looking
figure, his hair half white. He is a surly, slovenly appearing, half
— gypsy half — gentleman character; and on his features is the
stamp of° an embittered arrogance. This is Heathcliff. After a
pause, glaring at the storm —driven intruder, Heathcliff speaks.
His voice is edged® with anger. ]

HEATHCLIFF : Who are you and what do you want?

TRAVELER ; (beating off one of the dogs). Call off your accursed
dogs.

HEATHCLIFF; (sullenly to the dogs). Down..

[He lashes at them with a tall poker from the flreplace The dogs

slink away. "]

HEATHCLIFF ; Gnasher! Wolf! Down. Gnasher! Down, I tell
you!

TRAVELER:Are you Mr. Heathcliff?

HEATHCLIFF : (without moving)Yes.

¢ 10 -
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TRAVELER: (Cordially, at first) I'm Mr. Lockwood, your new
tenant at the Grange.

HEATHCLIFF : (with a snarl) Oh, you are? Well, why aren’t you
there instead of tramping the moors on a night like this?

LOCKWOOD: (taken aback)I’m lost. Could I get a guide from a-
mong your lads?

HEATHCLIFF; (directly) No, you can not. I’ve only one, and
he’s needed here. -

LOCKWOOD: (taking a stand) Then I’m afraid I'll have to stay till
morning. A mile in this storm is out of the question.

"HEATHCLIFF, (shortly) Do as you please.

[Lockwood with growing anger looks at the others in the room:; a

woman sitting by the fireplace who is crippled and aged; another

woman, faded, beaten, middle —aged, her hair and clothes more

slovenly than the master’s; a doddering old man who simply stands

watching in a shadowy corner of the room. Then Lockwood ad-

dresses himself to the middle —aged woman. ]

LOCKWOOD . (with increasing sarcasm) Thank you for your hospi-
tality. Could you extend it to a cup of tea?

THE WOMAN:;Shall 17 (looking nervously at Heathcliff. )

HEATHCLIFF; (kicking a log on the fire) You heard him ask for
1t.

LOCKWOOD:; (after a pause; beginning all over) I presume this
amiable lady is Mrs. Heathcliff?

'[The woman rises to fetch tea, almost’ cringing® as she passes

Heathcliff. ]

HEATHCLIFF: Yes, this amiable lady is my wife.

LOCKWOOD: (now openly angry) Would it be taxing® your re-
markable hospitality if I sat down?

'012.
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HEATHCLIFF : (wheeling on him savagely)I hope my hospitality:
is a lesson to you to make no more rash journeys on these
moors. As for staying here tonight, I don’t keep accommo-
dations for visitors. You can share a bed with one of the ser-
vants.

LOCKWOOD: (with excessive dignity) I'll sleep in a chair, sir.

[Heathcliff starts from the room and then returns. He stares al-

most sadly at the traveler and speaks as if against his will. ]

HEATHCLIFF:No, no! A stranger is a stranger. Guests are so
rare in this house that I hardly know how to receive them — .
I and my dogs. (He turns to the doddering old man. )
Joseph, open up one of the upstairs rooms. (He stares at
Lockwood and speaks coldly again. ) Goodnight sir. . .

LOCKWOOD: (staring back in amazement)Goodnight.

[Mrs. Heathcliff is now seen putting the tea before him, her eyes

fixed on the receding figure of Heathcliff. Dull fear and a dog-like!®

fascination are in her face.

The scene dissolves to an UPPER CORRIDOR : The doddering
servant, Joseph, holding a lantern, walks down a twisting, shad-
owed passage, Mr. Lockwood following. He comes to a door and
pauses. The old man looks behind him as if undecided about some-
thing, and then with an odd cackle to himself, opens the door. It
opens slowly, creaking on its unused hinges.

Lockwood looks into a bedroom in which stands a four poster
bed. The room is musty. Some mildewed books! line one of the
walls. An oak chest covered with bits of fabric that look like rags,
a chair with one leg broken, and an old couch make up the furni-
ture of the room. ]

JOSEPH: Here’s room for you, sir, the bridal chamber.

o 14 .



