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Preface

Xi’an Jiaotong University, established in 1896, has a 110
years glorious history. As one of the oldest universities in modern
history of China, she saw the birth, reform and development of
Chinese higher education, experienced the dramatic change of
modern society of China.

Xi’an Jiaotong University grew out of Nanyang Public
School established in Shanghai in 1896, which aimed to foster
people in trades of law, diplomacy and industry. In the early
years of the 20th century, its outstanding engineering and
humanity departments enjoyed good reputation, among which,
electrical machinery engineering, mechanical engineering, civil
engineering and management took the first rank in China. In 1921,
it renamed Jiaotong University and kept its leading position to
the first half of the century. From 1956, most part of Jiaotong
University relocated to Xi’an in the following two years. In 1959,
Xi’an campus was named Xi’an Jiaotong University, which turned
the new chapter of the annals of Jiaotong University.

This autograph book collects the pictures which can remind
us of the glorious history, proud tradition and the outstanding
characters of Xi’an Jiaotong University. The four parts of the
collection: The Founding of Nanyang Public School, “The MIT
of the East,” Western Movement of Jiaotong University, and
Building the World Class University, can help us recall the
forerunners, review the glorious tradition and qualities, and

witness the advance of Xi’an Jiaotong University.
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Glorious Footmarks — 110th Anniversaryfof Xi'an Jiaotong University

The Founding of Nanyang Public School

Towards the end of the 19th century, as the Sino-Japanese war broke out, the crisis of the
Chinese nation deepened. Calls began to get louder to do away with the old and corrupt imperial
examination system, and to establish a new approach to education which would be based on advanced
ideas, and which would help train the leaders needed to transform the country. To this end, the well-
known leader of the Westernization movement, Sheng Xuanhuai, prevailed upon the Qing
government to establish two new schools: the Beiyang School in Tianjin in 1895, and the Nanyang
Public School in Shanghai in 1896. Nanyang Public School was a new type of school, administered
by the government and supported by public funds. The school would consist of four distinct parts:
a normal school, a college, a middle school, and a primary school. The normal school was established
first, with the aim of producing teachers skilled in the “new learning”, which was heavily influenced
by western culture. Later, an affiliated primary school was established in order to begin training
future talents at an early age. Every year, the best students were selected to go abroad to study in
Europe, the United States, Japaﬁ. and so on. In addition to these curricula, Nanyang Public School
also operated advanced training courses for specialized personnel in areas such as railway
transportation, political studies, and business. In order to make the classic works of western culture
more readily accessible, Nanyang Public School also created an Institute of Translation and an
Institute of Japanese Language. The establishment, in rapid succession, of Beiyang School and
Nanyang Public School marked the beginnings of modern Chinese higher education, and their
influence has been deep and long lasting.

Nanyang Public School was formally authorized in March, 1896, and on April 8, 1897, the
school officially opened its doors. During its first 10 years of existence, before it adopted the new
name of Shanghai Senior Industry School in March 1905, the School succeeded in overcoming
many difficulties. In the end, it became a well-managed, relatively large institution which sought to
integrate Chinese and Western ways and to foster a learning environment which emphasized
simplicity. At the same time, it cultivated the traditional values of devotion to one’s country and to
one’s school, together with a rigorous approach to study and research. The faculty during this time
included a number of famous scholars, such as Cai Yuanpei, Zhang Yuanji, Wu Guangjian. Among
the school’s graduates, there were outstanding people, such as Huang Yanpei, Shao Lizi, Cai E, Li
Shutong, and Bai Yukun, as well as a large group of other talented, well-trained individuals, who
began their careers in industry and commerce under the influence of the “new learning”, and filled
with lofty ideals and broad vision. The founding of Nanyang Public School marked the beginning
of the more than 100-year history of Xi’an Jiaotong University. The glory and brilliance of the
name “Nanyang” has remained undiminished by the intervening century, and continues to be revered

by all those who have had any association with it.
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A scene of Middle School
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The Founding of Nanyang Public School

The College Building of Nanyang Public School

The Middle School Building of Nanyang Public School

The Primary School Building of Nanyang Public School
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The Founding of Nanyang Public School
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The statue of Sheng Xuanhuai, founder of Nanyang Public School, was set in the campus in 1922
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Glorious Footmarks — 110th Anniversary of Xi'an Jiaotong University

B A AR A F R
The memorial by Sheng Xuanhuai to the throne concerning the founding
of Nanyang Public School
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Emperor Guangxu’s reply to the memorial on founding of Nanyang Public School
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