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In this unit, you will...

learn to greet others and to introduce yourself
learn to talk about your college life

discuss the definition of art

talk about the relationship between art and life
read about the importance of a positive attitude



Pre-class Reading

My First Day at College

The first day at college for me was unforgettable, not because of the excitement of being
on my own for the very first time but because of the scolding I got on the very first day
of class!

Since it was the first day, we had an orientation session where all the students were
divided into groups and assigned to different classrooms. Immediately after that
session was over, we were asked to go to our respective classrooms as classes were
scheduled to begin in some 15 minutes. Our college being so huge as it is and me
being my usual carefree self, I didn’t bother to ask anyone where my class was and
only managed to find my classroom after some 25 minutes of wandering. I found
the professor had already arrived and had already finished the course introduction:
what the course was about and what we would be doing that semester. And then,
there I was, standing outside and asking, “May I come in?” He looked at me and
became instantly angry. He said, “No need to come in. . . Go away!” Then after some
consideration, he said, “How can you come late on the first day of class? Come in!”

I thought, “Thank God!”, but the real fun was only beginning. After I entered, he
stopped his lecture about the upcoming term and started talking about how today’s
youth were lacking any good qualities: no punctuality, no seriousness, no interest or
initiative to excel, no this and no that. All the time, he was looking at me and using me
as an example. I thought I was done for. Until the class period ended an hour later, he

went on non-stop. I will never forget it!

College English for Art Majors 1



Warming-up Task
Take out your cell phone and find the date on the calendar when you first came to Beijing

City University. Write a short memo about two “firsts” that you experienced on the very first
day and share those experiences with your classmates and your teacher.

Listen to the classmates in your group who describe the “firsts” that they experienced on the
first day of college Life. Then, list those experiences in the spaces provided.

Scaffolding

The first person | met at Beijing City University was...
The first meal | had on campus included....
| wish | could remember the first... | met.

UNIT 1 Brave New World 3



Listening & Speaking

Phonetics and Phonology

Prompt Task

Think about the first five English words you ever learned and write their phonetic symbols in

the spaces provided.

L. / /
2 / /
3. / /
4. / /
5 i /

Listening Task

Now, watch the video clip and fill in the blanks with the phonetic sounds that you hear:

A makes / /, B makes / /! C makes / /, D makes / i
E makes / /, F makes / 4 G makes / /, H makes / /,
I makes / /, J makes / / K makes / /s L makes / i
M makes / /, N makes / /, O makes / /, P makes / /,
Q makes / /, R makes / /, S makes / /, T makes / /,
U makes / A V makes / I W makes / /, X makes / i
Y makes / /, Z makes / /

Listening Skills

Listening for Names
Prompt Task

If you meet someone new named John D.
Smith, what would you call him on the first

day of class? What would you call him once
you became familiar with each other?

On the first day of class, | would call him
After we became familiar, | would call him

4 College English for Art Majors 1



Listening Task

Listen to five conversations and choose the best answer to each question.

Word Tips
server n. aperson who works in a restaurant, serving food and drinks to customers {52

special n. ameal that is not normally available or that is made for a particular purpose 4
B3

celebrity n. someone who is famous, especially in areas of entertainment, such as movies,
music, writing, or sports 3 A

1. What is David’s full name?

A. Mr. Smith. B. Ms. Clark. C. David Smith. D. Dave.
2. Alice is the server’s ?
A. first name B. last name C. title D. full name

3. What is Helen’s family name?

A. Lee. B. John. C. Mrs. Lee. D. Gray.
4. Who is the new manager?

A. Ms. Laura. B. Mr. Williams. C. Mrs. Brown. D. Ms. Williams.
5. Edisa for Edward.

A. first name B. family name C. nickname D. full name

After-listening Task
After receiving a number from the teacher, those with odd
numbers have 2 minutes to introduce yourselves to nearby

classmates with even numbers, e.g. 1 to 2, 3 to 4. Those with
even numbers will then introduce your nearby classmates to the

entire room.

Lead-in Task

Enrollment

Prompt Task

Picture Describing: Use a phrase to describe each of the following pictures.

Picture 1 Picture 2

UNIT | Brave New World 5



Picture 3 N Picture 4

Task 1

Listen to the passage and check whether the statements are mentioned by the speaker.

Statements Mentioned by the Speaker

1. Iam Andy Smlth fromthe Registrar's Office of C|ty
University.

T

| 2. lam Mary Russell from Beumg Clty Umversnty }
3

. New Student Orientation will consist of touring the ‘
campus, meeting with a counselor, setting up an
account, and registering for courses.

4. If you have any questions about your enrollment, you 7
L* ~ can call 010-80841234.

5. Our university v has its own health center and membersh|p
| is free for enrolled students.

Task 2
Listen to the passage again and choose the best answer to each question.
1. Andy Smith is a(n)
A. professor B. counselor C. program director D. officer

2. The speech was most probably given

A. at the end of the year B. at the beginning of the semester

C. at the end of a holiday D. during the first week of classes
3. New Student Orientation will consist of sections.
A. one B. two C. three D. four

4. Why must students attend the first day of class?
A. To meet their teachers.
B. To meet their classmates.
C. To ensure enrollment.
D. To ensure classroom placement.
5. How many days do students have from the time of registration to fee payment?
A. Three. B. Four. C. Seven. D. Ten.

College English for Art Majors 1



Real World Listening

Prompt Task

Look at the pictures below and write down a brief description for each. After that, give a
short speech on the topic: What do you usually do in your free time?

Task 1

Listen to the conversation and decide if the following statements are true or false. Put “T"
for True and “F" for False.

Word Tips

concern n. something that worries you fLE8

freshman n. afirst-year student at a university or college KE—FRFE
describe v. to give details about someone or something iR

attractive adj. pleasant to look at, drawing attention &5 | 7189

Student Counseling Center n. an organization on campus for students to ask for
suggestions and help with their concerns and difficulties 224 &1 Fuly

1. The student is quite clear about what to do in his free time.
2. The student is a first-year college student.

3. The student wants to learn French first.

4. The student is very confident of himself.

5. The student should speak more with his classmates.

UNIT 1 Brave New World 7



Task 2

Listen to the conversation again and choose the best answer to each question.

1. The student is calling the Student Counseling Center because
A. he wants a girlfriend
B. he is having trouble adjusting to college life
C. he has too much free time
D. he wants to learn French
2. Which of the following interests the student the most?
A. Learning to play guitar.
B. Learning French.
C. Reading a lot of books.

D. Traveling to many places.
3. What is the most common problem for first-year college students?
A. How to get a girlfriend. B. How to study efficiently.
C. How to spend free time. D. How to earn money.
4. Which of the following is not one of the student’s problems?
A. He is a little shy.
B. He lacks confidence.
C. He feels nervous when talking to girls.
D. He has no sense of humor.
5. According to the conversation, the student will not in the future.
A. focus on his appearance
B. do more physical exercise
C. talk more to girls
D. find a part-time job

Music and Speaking

Task 1
With the help of the phrases given below, describe the following wonderful pictures. Then,
discuss with your partners which one you like best, whether or not you have ever seen
something similar during your lifetime, when you may have seen it and where you may have
seen it.

8 College English for Art Majors 1



