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Unit One

Unit One The English Language

Tt 7

Pre-Reading Discussion

1. Have you ever found English strange? Explain.

2. Is Chinese strange in any way? Explain.

English is a Qlueer L.anguage

Alice Hamilton

Alice Hamilton examines a number of English phrasal verbs to show the
irregular usage that defies common sense. Linguistically oriented as it is,
the essay does not make heavy reading. This kind of anecdotal approach
is helpful for learning about the language.

J armila came to me with this puzzle. “Mrs. Green told me her mother
is coming to visit her, and she is going to stay a week. How can she
stay if she is going? How can she go if she is staying?” | could not
explain, because never before had | realized that “going” may have nothing
to do with the verb “to go,” though the latter has its own present participle
which seems identical. This other “going” deals only with the future: | am
going to see this matter through; he is going to lose his job; she is going to
be tired out. None of these examples have anything to do with “to go”."
All | could say was a helpless “Well, it is idiomatic.”

2 The next question was also a surprise and also beyond my capacity
to explain. Jarmila said, “Somebody asked me if | would not miss Miss
Clara while she is away. | know what it means when you say you miss the
bus, but how can | miss her when she is not here?”




Unit One

F  Her next question was even more
difficult. Jarmila said, “Is it true that it
means the same thing if you say, ‘The
house burned down’ or ‘The house
burned up'? Surely if it burned up, that
means the fire started in the cellar and
worked up, while if it burned down, it
started in the attic and worked down.”
4 “No,” | said, “it does not. You can
say it either way and it means the same thing.” Jarmila sighed. “I do not
understand this ‘up,’ | thought | knew the difference between up and down,
but they tell me it is the same if | slow up my car or slow it down. And there
are so many ‘up’s that seem quite unnecessary. Why do they tell me to
hurry up when | am not going upstairs? And why must | clean up the
mess, wrap up the parcel, tidy up my desk? What has ‘up’ to do with it
all?”

5 “Well,” | began, rather helplessly, “perhaps ‘clean up’ seems more
thorough than just ‘clean.”

¢ Jarmila looked skeptical, and after a period of meditation she came
back in triumph. “No,” she said. “Up’ has nothing to do with thoroughness.
Look now. There are four ways you can use ‘make up.’ | make up the bed.
| make up my mind. | make up my face when 1 put on rouge and lipstick.
And Jane makes up with Anne when they have quarreled.”

7 “Yes,” | said, “and there is a fifth. | make up a story to entertain Jane.”
8  Of course there was no explanation | could give her, and it sent me
and the rest of the family on a search for the unnecessary “up”s we use all
the time. You can put yourself to sleep chasing them down the alphabet
from “add up” to “wake up,” and you will find queer things, such as “up to
now” and “it's up to you” and two “lock up”s, one meaning to raise one’s
eyes, the other to seek information from the encyclopedia. In the end, |
gave up trying to explain “up”.

9 What about “must”? There too the problem was quite new to me.
Jarmila said, “Does not ‘must’ carry the meaning of compulsion or

e
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command, from oneself or somebody else? But the other day | was telling
some of the neighbors how long it took me to drive to Hammonnassett
Beach?, and one of them said, ‘You must have been pretty tired by the
time you reached home.’ Now nobody commanded me to lose my way or
to get tired. So why ‘must’?”

70 The next problem was a tough one. Bohus came back from work
saying that a man had told him that if he learned all the ways there are in
English of using the word “get” he would have mastered the language.
That started us on a hunt for “get,” which yielded a more abundant harvest
than did Jarmila’s “up.”

17 Just try to follow “get” down the alphabet from “get along with
somebody” to “get well.” Of course we get sick, too, we get ahead of
somebody, get behind in our work, get even with somebody, get homesick,
get cold feet, get discharged, get rich, and so on.

72 Jarmila and Bohus became experts at finding English words that can
mean three or four or more different things. Take “fall”, for instance, we fall
in love, we fall sick, we love the fall of the year, we fear the fali-out from
the atomic bomb, Christmas Day falls on a Friday. And if we are old-
fashioned enough to say “it fell out,” we mean “it came to pass.” What's
more, we keep house, we keep books, we keep silence, we keep the
Sabbath day? in the family. We put on a hat, put off till tomorrow, put out a
fire, put up with disagreeable people.

73 Even so simple an expression as “back and forth” arouses confusion,
because it is illogical. “One can not go back if one does not first go forth.
Why do you not say ‘forth and back’?”

Notes:

1. None of these examples have anything to do with “to go”: Grammatically, the phrasal
structure of none of + plural nouns can be followed by either a plural or a singular

verb form. It is also possible to say, “None of these examples has anything to do

with ‘to go’.”
2. Hammonnassett /| h@manasat / Beach: a resort place in Connecticut, USA.
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3.

keep the Sabbath day: “Sabbath” has two meanings: (1) it refers to the seventh day
(Saturday) of the Jewish week, set apart by Moses as a holy day of rest and worship
celebrating the completion of the Creation; (2) it refers to Sunday, the first day of
the Christian week, set apart for worship. In the phrase “keep the Sabbath day,”
“Sabbath” refers to the worship day (either the Jewish Saturday or the Christian

Sunday) in a general sense, meaning to keep the day for rest and worship.

Understanding the Tert
I. Answer the following questions:

1

wn b

. How does the author demonstrate that English is a queer language?
2.

In your opinion, what are Jarmila and Bohus’s identities? Are they native or non-
native speakers of English?

. How are they related to the author?
. Are they just playing with words or posing meaningful questions?
. What implications can you get from the text?

Il. Explain the following underlined parts:

. All T could say was a helpless “Well, it is idiomatic.”

1
2. The next was also a surprise and also beyond my capacity to explain.

3.

4. Bohus came back from work saying that a man had told him that if he learned all

Jarmila looked skeptical, and after a period of meditation she came back in triumph.

the ways there are in English of using the word “get” he would have mastered the
language.

. Take “fall,” for instance, we fall in love, we fall sick, we love the fall of the year, we

fear the fall-out from the atomic bomb, Christmas Day falls on a Friday.

Vocabulary Development

|. One of the important ways of building English words is known as derivation.
A derivative comes into being when an affix (prefix or suffix) is added to the
stem (base-word). Examine the following prefixes, try to decide their
meanings, and expand the list as extensively as possible:

1.

¢

in-: incomplete
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2. im-: impossible

I. Try to find out something strange in the following words and expressions:

eggplant pineapple quicksand

a slim chance overlook wind up one's watch
a fat chance oversee Wrap up an essay
take potluck boxing ring the eye of a hurricane

Ill. Match the phrasal verbs on the left with their correct definitions on the
right:

dry up .(of prices) be more expensive

drink up become happier

go up drink everything in your glass and drink quickly
heat up dry the dishes

wrap up fill completely

wash up make hotter

cut up wash the dishes

fill up rise from bed in the momning

cheer up cut into (small) pieces

getup cover with paper

IV. Match the phrases on the left with the correct prepositional phrases on
the right:

We look up  friends’ addresses in an encyclopedia
train times in a dictionary
meanings of words in an address book
information about famous people  in a telephone directory
facts and general information in a timetable
telephone numbers in a Who'’s Who
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Grammar & Structure

|. Read the following sentences and locate those unacceptabie ones:

S R S R

O o 3 N W B

. He put on his hat.

. He took his jacket off.

. They blew up it.

. Please hand the money over.

. The plane took slowly off.

. He looked carefully over the plan.
. He took it off.

. She brought up the children.

. She brought the children up.
10.

She brought well up the children.

1. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate forms of the given phrases, and
identify the part of speech of the functional words (back, to, etc.) in them:

[T ST

get back get along
get through get by
get off get down to
. What time will you work tonight?
. “Are you sure you can without my help?” Mary asked.
. It’s a busy time of the year. We have to _alot of work.
. They rolled up their sleeves and work.
. “The schoolmaster is mad. 1don't think the boy will ,” said Linda with

little confidence.

. Secretary: “ I’m sorry, but Mr. Smith is out for lunch.”

Client: “What time do you think he’ll to the office?”

Fill in the blanks with the appropriate phrases:
up and about up and down

ups and downs up-and-coming

. Johnson has achieved his current position as vice principal within only 3 years. He

obviously is
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2. With her child having a fever, the mother was the whole night.

3. Aslife is full of , it is essential to be optimistic and adaptable in mind.
4. She always heard him walking at night in his bedroom

5. She just had an operation three days ago and then yesterday she was already !

IV. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate forms of the given phrases. Take
note of the tense in the following sentences:

be away add up look up get discharged get ahead of
tidy up come back go back get along (with)  make up
1. The burnt fireman stayed at the hospital for observation before he
2. Clarity and precision to a good essay.
3. With three more years’ experience on this job, Jane her colleagues.
4. Jennifer was crazy about the novel. She didn’t even the whole afternoon,
let alone answered the phone.
5. A:Lisa from her desk. Can I take a message?
B: Yes, tell her to come to see me when she
6. Before you leave, please the bed and the room.
7. The child who had left home decided to to his parents.
8. The Smiths have tried to invite the Whites over for Thanksgiving dinner. Yet the

Whites declined, for they didn't with them well.

V. Answer the following questions using the appropriate forms of the given
expressions. Take note of the possible positions the objects can take with
the phrasal verbs:

put up make up (one’s face) puton get well hurry up
burn down  get cold feet get homesick  keep books clean up

1. What do women usually do before going to a party?
2. How would you feel when you are far away from home for long?
3. How would you feel when you lose courage before doing a planned thing?
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. What do you say to people who have been sick for long?
. What do you do before going out on a freezing night?

. What do you do if you have guests staying for the night?
. What does an accountant do?

. What do you do with a messy room?

. What do you do if you are behind the schedule?

10. What will happen to a forest in a dry and hot season?

NoRENo BN e Y

Discussion Forum

I. Questions
1. Is there any puzzling usage in Chinese that is beyond your capacity to explain? If
yes, give as many examples as you can.
2. Can you offer any advice on handling the problem?

Il. Pair Work

Look at the table of prices below. Calculate the differences and talk about them

99 <

using “go up,” “go down,” or other appropriate phrasal verbs you have learned from the

text.
Pound This Week Last Week Difference
Cheese $5.50 $5.10 +or -
Beef $4.00 $3.80
Lobsters $11.00 $11.50
Blue Crabs $8.00 $7.50

Ill. Group Work

Make a dialogue between a person who is going to babysit, and the parents. The
babysitter is going to sleep at the apartment because the parents are returning late. The
parents must give instructions for using the TV, the stereo, the lights, the cooker, the
heater, etc., and the babysitter must ask some questions. Use as many phrasal verbs as
you can and refer to the table below for help.



