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How Should I Write?
K 98018 % &

This is the question I often asked my father fourteen years ago
when 1 first started to write. A sharp pencil in hand, I found out
desperately that my mind went completely blank and I forgot 'what I
was supposed to be doing.

The only thing I knew was to stick around father, hoping that
he could give me a definite answer. However, there has never been
an answer. My father, well-read in literature and an excellent writer
himself, insists that | should answer that question myself, though
he has always been teaching me, inspiring me and supporting me in
my writing.

So, how should I write? Maybe I write out of a burning desire
to write. | don’t remember who said this, but I like it: “When I
want to write, | write. When I don't want to, I won’t.” Awe-
some, isn’t it? We don’t write because we are supposed to or even
forced to, we write because we are members of the human race, and
the human race is filled with passion, romance, love, beauty and
poetry. We write out of certain natural instinct to express ourselves,
to observe this world, and to arrive at the inside of our life. Writ-
ing, as it seems to me, is complicated, almost contradictory in so
many ways, yet simple, being a strangely erotic combination.
Through writing, we may savor life more freely than others do, and

that was what writing first attracted me.



To quote from Whitman: “What food amid these, () me, O
life? Answer: that vou are not here. That life exists, and identity.
That the powerful play goes on, and you may contribute a verse.”
What would my verse be? I remember thinking it a lot. I have such
a desire to be immersed in life and name what [ set, thus to write
about everything in my verse contributed to the powerful play.

We read Shakespeare, Hugo and Hemingway. We marvel so
much at their playful wisdom, underlying sincerity, profound vision
and actual seizure of reality that our eyes brim with tears at each line
coming in sight. What else could we do besides wiping our tears
away? Imitation, by all means, are imitation. Each time I write, 1
imitate their word choice, structure, narration and rhetorical style.
Perfect imitation entails a broad range of reading in all fields, partic-
ularly in literature. 1 began to read myself at the age of five. It was
a book called 365 Stories for 365 Nights, which was very popular a-
mong young parents at that time. From then on, books had much
more appeal to me than candies and toys. | read Pilgrimage to the
West at nine and later Romance of the Three Kingdoms. Of course,
I couldn’t tell every word in these classics, but I could still appreci-
ate the whole story. I was really crazy for that Monkey Sun and Pig
Zhu and those courageous ancient generals. My father has a theory
that reading in classical Chinese helps one to learn Chinese and one’s
Chinese proficiency would have a decisive effect on his foreign lan-
guage study. I agree with him, and thanks to his firm and consis-
tent hand, reading and writing has become a part of my life, and
they always will be.

I never believe such saying like writing talent is a gift. It is re-

ally sad if a writer is deserted by his muse. And yet if a talented
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