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m English Translation

Pangu Creates the World

Legend tells us that in the most ancient past, the heaven and earth were not separated; the dark universe
resembled a great egg, there was neither sun nor moon. Inside the egg slept a a great deity whose name was
Pangu.

18,000 years past, Pangu woke from his sleep, opened his eyes and saw only darkness around him.
He stretched out his hands and felt all around, and found an axe. He lifted the axe and started cutting at the
darkness. With a great crash, the egg broke! When this happened, the light and bright matter rose up, and
became the blue sky, while the heavy and dark sank down and became the earth.

Thus the heaven and earth were separated, Pangu was very happy about it. But the sky was hanging
low, he worried that the heaven and earth would come together. Therefore he held up the sky with his head
and pressed down the earth with his feet, as if he was a giant pillar between the heaven and earth. Pangu
grew one zhang per day, and 18,000 years later, he was 90,000 /i tall and the heaven and earth could no
longer merge. At long last, he felt relieved and suddenly felt terribly exhausted. He looked up at the sky and
down at the earth, smiled and fell where he was standing, never to wake up and rise again.

When Pangu died, his last breath became the winds and the clouds, his body became the mountains, his
blood became the rivers, the lakes and the oceans, his flesh became the good soil, and his tendons and veins
became the links that connect everything. His left eye became the bright sun, and his right eye became the
white moon, his hair and beard became the twinkling stars, his skin became the flowers, the grass, and the
trees, his voice became lightening and thunder, and his sweat became the rain.

Pangu created the world and his body became all that is in it, all that makes our world beautiful.

The Yellow Emperor

70% of the yellow soil of on our globe is concentrated on the loess plateau of China. And the river
valleys in the loess plateau were the cradle of Chinese civilization. Chinese people constitute a fifth of
humanity and share a common mythical ancestor: the Yellow Emperor, who unified the two tribes of Yan
and Huang to give birth to the Chinese nation. We call ourselves the descendants of Yan-Huang.

Interesting Facts about Chinese Family Names

How many family names have existed in China since Pangu created the world? According to the
mythology, the Yan and the Huang were two large tribes who united and together had 100 family names.
Hence, we refer to the people in general as the “one-hundred names” . If you visit the mausoleum of
the Yellow Emperor, you can see these 100 family names and the stories of each family’s founder. For
example, the founder of the Zhangs was Hun, the inventor of the bow and arrow. The Yellow Emperor
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charged Hun with overseeing the making of the bows and arrows. As “master of the bows” was his official
title, Zhang, composed of gong (bow) and zhang (master) came to be his and his descendants’ family
name. In the ancient book One-hundred Family Names, Zhang is listed 24", Today, Zhang is the third major
family name, there are 84.8 million persons of this name in China! The name Guo means the wall of a city
or fortress. Do you remember the story of Mr. Dongguo and the Wolf? Dongguo was the gentleman whose
house was east of the city walls.

The book One-hundred Family Names actually contains over 500 names. Everyone enumerates the
most common names as ‘‘Zhang, Wang, Li, Zhao, and Liu everywhere.” In fact, there are almost 100
million persons whose surname is Li, which makes it the most common name on the world. According to
scientific statistics, over 20,000 names existed in China since ancient time up to today.

The One-hundred Family Names

The One-hundred Family Names is a book on Chinese family names that was written in the early
Northern Song dynasty. It records 504 family names, of which the first eight are: “Zhao, Qian, Sun, Li,
Zhou, Wu, Zheng, Wang " .

Each Chinese province has some particularly large concentration of certain family names, such as
the Liangs of Guangdong, the Maos of Zhejiang, the Dengs of Sichuan, the Wans of Ningxia, the Mas of
Xinjiang, the Kongs of Shandong, and the Yus of the Northeast.
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