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General Editor’s Preface

The Belt and the Road Initiative was all conceived
in 2013. On September 7, 2013, Chinese President Xi
Jinping officially mentioned the blueprint in a speech at
Nazarbayev University during his visit to Kazakhstan for

the first time :

Over 2100 years ago, imperial envoy Zhang Qian
from the Han Dynasty visited Central Asia twice to open
the door to friendly contacts between China and Central
Asian countries as well as the transcontinental Silk Road
linking East and West, Asia and Europe.

My home province Shaanxi is right at the starting
point of the ancient Silk Roads. Today, as I stand here

and look back into history, I could almost hear the camel
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bells ringing in the mountains and see the wisps of
smoke rising from the desert. All this makes me feel dear.
Sitting on the ancient Silk Road, Kazakhstan has made
important contributions to the exchanges and cooperation
between different nationalities and cultures. This land has
witnessed a steady stream of envoys, caravans, travellers,
scholars and artisans travelling between the East and
the West. The exchanges and mutual learning thus made
possible have contributed to the progress of the human
civilization.

... Countries with differences in race, belief and
cultural background can absolutely share peace and
development. This is the valuable inspiration we have
drawn from the ancient Silk Roads.

... in order to make the economic ties closer, mutual
cooperation deeper and space of development broader
between the Eurasian countries, we can innovate the
mode of cooperation and jointly build the “Silk Road

Economic Belt”.

On Oct. 3, 2013, President Xi touched upon the
theme again in his address at the Indonesia Parliament

with the topic “Jointly Building the Twenty-First Century



Maritime Silk Road”:

Southeast Asia has since ancient times been an
important hub along the ancient Maritime Silk Road.
China will strengthen maritime cooperation with ASEAN
countries to make good use of the China-ASEAN Maritime
Cooperation Fund set up by the Chinese government and
vigorously develop maritime partnership in a joint effort
to build the Maritime Silk Road of the 21st century. China
is ready to expand its practical cooperation with ASEAN
countries across the board, supplying each other’s needs
and complementing each other’s strengths, with a view to
jointly seizing opportunities and meeting challenges for the

benefit of common development and prosperity.

The two talks framed the entire picture of China’s
concept “Silk Road Economic Belt” and “the Twenty-First
Century Maritime Silk Road”, which is shorted as “The
Belt and the Road” Initiative. Since then President Xi
visited 37 countries (18 in Asia, 9 in Europe, 3 in Africa,
4 in Latin America and 3 in Oceania) between September,
2013 and August, 2016 , giving a full exposition of the

Belt and Road Initiative, from its overall structure to

13
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its various details. The milieu of peaceful and all-win
cooperation, financial integration, trade liberalization, and
people-to-people connectivity dispels the haze of “anti-
globalization” and generate new power to the stagnant
world economy.

The Belt and Road Initiative has been responded
with global enthusiasm. On Nov.17, 2016, 193 members
of the 71st Session of the United Nations General
Assembly unanimously passed the Resolution No.
A/71/9, welcoming the Belt and Road Initiative, urging
its member countries to participate in the initiative, and
calling upon the international community to provide a
safe environment for the implementation of the action
plan.

The Belt and Road Initiative is not a solo of China,
but an orchestra by countries from Asia, Europe, Africa
and the rest of the world. By observing the Charter of
the United Nations, China sticks to the openness and
cooperation, harmony and inclusiveness as well as
communication of policies, fosters political mutual trust,
establishes the strategy of cooperation and concerted
development, promote the mechanism of trade facilitation

and multilateral cooperation system. China has worked



