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To Chinese Learners

Welcome to use the Hello Chinese(Introduction to Chinese Characters) Series. If you are a user
of the book Hello Chinese, or an enrolled learner of the online course (MOOC) Learn Mandarin
Chinese on Coursera.org, you may use this series to master the 500 Chinese characters required
by the course. Also if you are capable of speaking Mandarin to some extent but are unable to
read and write (especially if you are an heritage learner), this series can help you to build up a

fundamental capability in those fields.

Hello Chinese(Introduction to Chinese Characters) has the following distinctive features:

1. It focuses on the 500 characters required by the main course books, with 15 characters being
explained per lesson. By doing so a clear target is demonstrated and the work load per unit is
moderate.

2. The traditional orthographic knowledge such as strokes and radicals are valued, meanwhile
the recurrence rate and usage in context of each character are also emphasized. We believe the
combination of traditional and modern teaching technology and ideology will help you to build
up literacy in Chinese more efficiently.

3. Various exercise types and sufficient practice are included in the series to ensure that you will
master the target characters in each lesson if all tasks are completed.

4. By scanning the two-dimensional code on the book, you can have access to electronic flash

cards which activates mobile learning/reviewing at any time/location.

Currently Hello Chinese(Introduction to Chinese Characters) has two volumes including 30
lessons in total. Each lesson covers 15 characters and requires about one hour’s learning time.
You are encouraged to use this series out of face-to-face classroom so as to adapt yourself to your
distinctive learning style. Timely check-up for target characters can also help you to reach your

learning goals. .
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Lesson 1 Hello

B ALY
Lesson 2 What’s the time?

B REAA?
Lesson 3 What do you want to buy?

FUER ARFEAILEA?
Lesson 4 How many people are there
in your family?

FHER  IREIZAA?
Lesson 5 What would you like to eat?
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FAR EEHEEAE?
Lesson 6 How to get to the library?
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Strokes

Usually a Chinese character is formed by radicals (parts), and radicals are formed by strokes. The

most basic strokes are shown below :

Name Translation
(Pinyin, Stroke | of Chinese Additional description
character) name
Didn, = ~ Dot Tiny dash, speck
Héng, 1 — Horizontal | Rightward stroke
Shu, & ] Vertical Downward stroke
Ti, #& s Rise Flick up and rightwards
Na, & b Press down | Falling rightwards(fattening at the bottom)A
Pié, i / Throw away | Falling leftwards(with slight curve)
Appended to other strokes, suddenly goin
Gou, 54 J Hook PP _ 9.64E
down or going left only
A tapering thinning curve, usually concave left
Wan. & L Bend pete = d
(convex outward right)
Curved line, usually concave right(convex
Xié, %} \ Slant d -
outward left)
Indicates change in stroke direction, usuall
Zhé ¥ -7 Break g y

90° turn, going down or going right only

Now practice writing the strokes above. You may start learning characters for number 1~10 in the

next section once you are familiar with them.
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“4 " comes from “A”, which means |
dan rén pang human beings. e ' % %
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e.g. ﬁ& body ;{4 : to rest \ _J

AN | / 0 Z 1

T
|
| N

“Z4r” means female; it always appears at \
ni zl pang the left side of characters.
L5 57
jié mei

e.g. iEI women; IH Ik : sister
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“3” comes from “F”, which means speech, talk; it always appears at the left
side of characters.

shuo

hua rén shi

e.g. Wi to talk, to speak; i : words; TA 1H: to know
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