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GUIDE to USING the DICTIONARY

Key to Dictionary Entries

Information about idioms in the dictionary is given in the form of entries under
a keyword:

keyword } flying

a flying 'visit
a very brief visit: The Prime Minister paid a fly-
ing visit to Brussels this afternoon.
get off to a flying 'start; —get off to a ‘flyer
make a very good, successful start: She got off to
a flying start, gaining several points in the first few
minutes.
go ‘flying (BrE, informal)
fall, especially as a result of not seeing sth under
your feet: Someone’s going to go flying if you don't
Dpick up these toys.
with flying 'colours (BrE) (AmE with flying
‘colors)

success: We expect your son to pass the
exam with flying colours. © She came through her
French est with flying colours.

L American variant

tlote on the origin of an idiom

keep the flag flying <> flag

link to an idiom at another —|
keyword

Finding an idiom

Look up the idiom you want at the first leap
important, or ‘full’, word in it. This will be i3 " the ‘dat

anoun, an adjectivet averboran adverb. o oon or a risk that you take without knowing
Ignore any grammatical words such as anything about the activity or what the result
articles, prepositions, etc. For example, if will be: Government ministers are being accused of
you want to find a leap in the dark, look  taking a leap in the dark as they prepare to radic-
at the keyword leap. ‘A’ does not countas @1 change the education system.

a ‘full’ word:

If you want to find a plural noun, such as
by leaps and bounds, it will be at the
keyword leaps:

leaps

by/in leaps and 'bounds

in large amounts or very quickly: My knowledge

of German increased by leaps and bounds when I
- lived in Germany for a year. ¢ Production is going

up in leaps and bounds.

Keywords are arranged in alphabetical order. If a noun and a verb are spelled the
same, there will only be one keyword. For example the idioms face to face and face
the music will be at the same keyword face. This is also the case with two words that
have the same spelling even though they are pronounced differently, for example

a live wire and live and let live are at the same keyword live.

iv



If the first full word in an idiom is a verb, and the verb can be used with different
subjects or in different tenses, you will find the idiom at the infinitive form of the verb.
For example, the idiom eat like a bird is defined at eat, as you can say She eats like a
bird; | don't know how he stayed alive — he always ate like a bird. etc.

However, the idiom be barking up the wrong tree is defined at the keyword barking as
it is always used in progressive tenses.

Sometimes it is difficult to know where an idiom begins and ends. For example, if you
meet the sentence They decided to bury the hatchet and be friends again, you might look
up hatchet, if that is the only word you do not know. However, the idiom is bury the
hatchet. To help you find it, a link to bury the hatchet is given at hatchet:

a Mq!mhl! (m M»(m:w:)

One “full’ word of an idiom can sometimes be replaced with another. For example, you
can say beam from ear to ear, or you can use smile or grin instead of beam. In this case
the idiom will be defined at the first full fixed word in it, ear, and is shown like this:

You will also find links at each of the verbs beam, grin and smile.

In other idioms, many different words are possible. For example, in the phrase in great
measure, great could be replaced by large, full, etc. This idiom is given in the dictionary
as in great, large, etc. measure and you will find it at the first fixed word measure.

Some common verbs and adjectives such as get, have, bad and good have so many
idioms that it is not possible to list them all at those words. Instead there is a note
telling you to look at the next noun, adjective, etc:




Some idioms only contain grammar words, or grammar words and very common
verbs, for example in and out of something, or have it out with somebody. You will
find these at the first word in the idiom:

anything/nothing/something 'in it
any/no/some truth in what is being said: ‘Is there
anything in the story that he is leaving the com-
pany?’ ‘No, I'm sure there’s nothing in it.’/ Yes, I
think there’s something in it.”

in and 'out of sth

(going) in and out of places all the time: I've been
in and out of the travel agency all this week, trying
to arrange my holiday. © After the accident, he was
in and out of hospital for a couple of years.

If you cannot find an idiom when you look it up, try looking for it at one of the other
important words in the idiom.

Idioms and links are given in alphabetical order under each keyword. Grammatical
words like a/an or the, sb/sth and the possessive forms your, sb’s, his, her, etc. as
well as words in brackets () or after the symbol / are usually ignored.

Further Information and Practice

There is a 24-page section of study pages in the middle of this dictionary. You can use
these on your own or in class with a teacher. They will help you to focus on certain
idiomatic phrases and give you practice using them.

You will find answers to all the exercises in the ‘Key to the Study Pages’ section at the
back of the dictionary.
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fromAto'B

from one place to another: I don’t care what kind of
caritisas long as it gets me from A to B.
fromAto'Z

very thoroughly and in detail: We need an expert
who knows the subject from A to Z.

(as) easy as ABC/pie/falling off a log = easy

(earn/get) straight A’s =¥ straight

aah
um and aah (about sth) ¥ um

aback

be taken a'back (by sb/sth)

be shocked or surprised by sb/sth: She was com-
pletely taken aback by his anger:

abandon
with gay abandon < gay

ABC

(as) easy as ABC/pie/falling off a log = easy

about

be about to do sth
be going to do sth immediately: I was about to
phone him when he walked into the roomn.

how/what about ... ?

1 used when asking for information about sb/sth:
How about Ruth? Have you heard from her? o I'm
having fish. What about you?

2 used to make a suggestion or offer: How about
going for a walk? o You look cold. How about a nice
hot drink?

3 used for introducing sb/sth into a conversation
or reminding sb of sb/sth: I know she’s very happy
now, but what about him? o ‘I've never been to
Spain before.” ‘What about the conference you went
to in Madrid?'

how/what about 'that (, then)! (informal)

used for expressing surprise, praise, great respect,
etc: ‘Have you heard Jane's been offered a film part
in Hollywood?’ ‘Well, how about that, then!’

not be about to do sth

not be willing to do sth; not intend to do sth: I've
never done any cooking and I'm not about to start
now.

that’s about ‘all/'it

used to say that you have finished telling sb about
sth and there is nothing to add: Anything else?’
‘No, that’s about it for now.’

above

above 'all (‘else)

especially: Don't spend too much money, don’t for-
get to write, but above all, have a good time! ¢ He
misses his family above all else.

a bove and be'yond sth (formal)

more than {(your duty, etc.): They showed commit-
ment to the job above and beyond what was expected
of them.

be/get a'bove yourself (disapproving)

behave as if you are better or more important than
you really are: She’s getting a bit above herself
She’s only been working for me for two weeks and
already she’s telling me what to do!

abreast

keep a'breast of sth

make sure that you know all the most recent facts
about a subject: It is almost impossible to keep
abreast of all the latest developments in computing.

absence

absence makes the heart grow fonder (saying)
used to say that when you are away from sb that
you love, you love them even more

conspicuous by your absence =¥ conspicuous

leave of absence —» leave

accident

by 'accident

in a way that is not planned or organized: We met
by accident at the airport. < Helen got into acting
purely by accident.

(whether) by accldent or de'sign

if you say that sth happens by accident or design,
you mean that you do not know if it has been
planned or not: Mary was wearing the same T-shirt
as me—whether by accident or design, I never knew.

an accident/ a disaster waiting to happen -» waiting

accidentally

acci dentally on 'purpose (informal, ironic)
intending to do sth, but wanting to appear to have
done it by accident: ‘We'd just finished our mea!
when John realized he'd accidentally left his
chequebook at home.’ Accidentally on purpose, you
mean''

accidents

.accidents will 'happen (saying)

said when a small accident has happened, for
example when sth has been broken, to show that
you do not consider it to be serious, or to excuse



accompli

yourself for causing it: T'm so sorry, I've just
broken a plate.” ‘Oh, never mind, accidents will
happen.’

a chapter of accidents = chapter

accompli
a fait accompii = fait

accomplished

mission accomplished =» mission

accord

of your own ac'cord
without being asked or forced: I didn't need to tell
her to apologize, she did it of her own accord.

account

of little/no ac'count (formal)

not considered important: His past achievements
were of no account when it came to competing with
the younger men.

on account of sb/sth; on sb’s account
because of sb/sth: Flights were delayed on account
of the bad weather. o Ican’t go, but don’t stay inon
my account.

on 'no account; not on 'any account

not for any reason: On no account (should you) try
to fix the heater yourself. All repairs should be done
by a trained engineer:

on your own ac'count

1 for yourself: In 1992 Smith set up in business on
his own account.

2 because you want to and you have decided, not
sb else. No one sent me, I am here on my own
account.

put/turn sth to good ac'count (formal)

make good use of money, an ability, etc: He put his
experience as a teacher to good account as a writer
of children’s books.

take sth into ac'count; take account of sth
consider sth when making a calculation or deci-
sion: It’s clear he didn’t take his family s wishes into
account when deciding to change jobs, o We
mustn’t forget to take account of price increases
whern we do the budget for next year.

call sb to account (for/over sth) = call

settle a score/an account (with sb) = settle

square your/an account (with sb) —» square

accounted
all present and accounted for =¥ present

accounting

there’s no accounting for 'taste(s) (saying)
used to express surprise at another person’s likes
and dislikes which are different from your own:
‘She’s just painted her whole room purple.” ‘Well,
there's no accounting for taste!’

accounts

by/from ‘all accounts

used when the speaker does not have direct experi-
ence of the thing mentioned but is reporting the
ideas, etc. of others: I've never seen any of her films
but she’s a brilliant director, by all accounts. o It
was, from all accounts, a very interesting discus-
sion.

square accounts (with sb) - square

ace

within an ace of sth/of doing sth (BrE)
very close to sth: We came within an ace of victory.

have an ace in the hole = have (got) an ace/a trick up your
sleeve - sleeve
play your ace => play

aces

have/hold (all) the 'aces (also hold all the
'cards)

be in a controlling position because you have cer-
tain advantages over another person: The Labour
candidate holds all the aces—he's local and well
liked.

© oriGIN

This expression refers to card-playing. The ace
usually has the highest value, and is associated
with success.

Achilles

an/sb’s Achilles’ ‘heel
a hidden weakness or fault in sb which may be
used to harm them: The opposition realized they
had found the Prime Minister’s Achilles’ heel.
O oricin
This expression is named after the Greek hero
Achilies. When he was a small child, his mother
dipped him into the river Styx, which meant that
he could not be injured. She held iim by hisheel,
which therefore was not touched by the water.
Achilles died after being wounded by an arrow
inthe heel.

acid

the acid 'test (of sth)

a situation which finally proves whether sth is
good or bad, true or false, etc: They 've always been
good friends, but the acid test will come when they
have to share a flat.

acorns
great/tall oaks from little acarns grow —» oaks

acquaintance

make sb’s acquaintance; make the acquaint-
ance of sb (formali)

meet sb for the first time: I am delighted to make

your acquaintance, Mrs Baker o I made the



ad

acquaintance of several musicians around that
time.

have a nodding acquaintance with sb/sth =» nodding
scrape (up} an acquaintance with sb <» scrape

acquired

an acquired ‘taste

a thing which you find unpleasant or do not
appreciate at first but which you gradually learn
tolike: Whisky is an acquired taste.

Act

read (sb} the Riot Act =¥ read

act

an act of 'God (law)

an event caused by natural forces which people
cannot control or prevent, for example a hurri-
cane, earthquake, etc: The insurance policy covers
your house against all types of damage, excluding
those caused by acts of God.

a 'balancing/'juggling act

a process in which sb tries to please two or more
people or groups who want different things: The
UN must perform a delicate balancing act between
the different sides involved in the conflict.

s

Managing her home life and work was proving to be
something of a juggling act.

be/get in on the 'act (informal)

be/become involved in a particular activity only
after it has become successful: Sales of ‘green’

products have increased dramatically and now a lot
of manufacturers are trying to get in on the act.
do/perform/stage a disap'pearing/'vanishing
act(informal)

go away or be impossible to find when people need

or want you: Ien always does a disappearing act
when it’s time to wash the dishes.

get your 'act together; get sth/it to'gether
(informal)

manage to organize or control sth (better than you

have done previously): If Sally got her act together

she’d be a great musician. ¢ He's been trying to get

his life together. o He seems to be getting it together

at last.

a hard/tough act to 'foliow

a person or a group that is so good or successful at

sth that it will be difficult for anyone else who

comes after them to be as good or successful: The

last head teacher achieved a lot—she’ll be a hard

act to follow.

act/be your age - age

act/play the fool ~» foot

act/piay the goat > goat

behave/act as if you own the piace = think you own the
place = think

catch sb in the act (of doing sth) =¥ catch

clean up your act —¥ clean

action

‘action stations (spoken, especially BrE)

used as an order to get ready for action: Action sta-
tions! There’s a bus full of tourists arriving in five
minutes.

in 'action

working, operating, etc.; doing a particular activ-
ity: John's a great cook-—you should see him in
action.

out of 'action

not working or operating as normal because of ill-
ness, injury, damage, etc: Jane'’s broken leg will put
her out of action for g while. © He can’t give you a
lift today—his car s out of action.

a plece/slice of the 'action (informal)

a share or role in an interesting or exciting activ-
ity, especially in order to make money: Foreign
Sfirms will all want a piece of the action if the new
airport goes ahead.

where the 'action is

where the most exciting or important events are
happening: I'd hate to live out in the country—I like
to be where the action is.

a course of action =¥ course

spring (injto iife/action =¥ spring

swing into action =¥ swing

actions

.actions speak louder than 'words (saying)
what you do is more important than what you say:
I'know we don’t speak the same language, but you
know what they say.: actions speak louder than
words!

ad

.ad ‘hoc (from Latin)
arranged or happening when necessary and not



Adam

planned in advance: The meetings will be held on
an ad hoc basis.

.ad infi'nitum (from Latin)
without ever coming to an end; again and again:
You cannot stay here ad infinitum without paying
any rent. © The problem would be repeated ad
infinitum.

© nove

The meaning of the Latin phrase is ‘to infinity’.

,ad 'nauseam (from Latin)
if a person says or does sth ad nauseam, they say
or do it again and again so that it becomes boring
or annoying: Television sports commentators
repeat the same phrases ad nauseam.

@ wuorvE

The meaning of the Latin phrase is ‘to sickness’.

Adam

not know sb from Adam =» know

add

add ,fuel to the 'fire/'flames

do or say sth which makes a difficult situation
worse, or makes sb even more angry, etc: She was
already furious and his apologies and excuses only
added fuel to the flames.

add insult to ‘injury

hurt the feelings of, or harm, sb who has already
been harmed in some other way: She forgot to send
me an invitation to her party and then added insult
to injury by asking to borrow my jacket!

addition

in addition (to sb/sth)

used when you want to mention another person or
thing after sb/sth else: In addition to these
arrangements, extra ambulances will be on duty
until midnight, o There is, in addition, one further
Dpoint to make.

ado

without further/more a'do (old-fashioned)
without delaying; immediately: So without further
ado, let’s get on with tonight’s show.

advance

in advance (of sth)

before the time that is expected; before sth hap-
pens: a week/month/year in advance o It's
cheaper if you book the tickets in advance. © People
were evacuated from the coastal regions in advance
of the hurricane.

be ahead of/before/in advance of your time =» time

advantage

take ad'vantage of sth/sh

1 make good use of sth; to make use of an oppor-
tunity: We made sure that we took full advantage

of the hotel facilities. o Take advantage of our spe-
cial offer and get two books for the price of one!

2 make use of sb/sth in a way that is unfair or dis-
honest: He took advantage of my generosity (= for
example, by taking more than [ had intended to
give).

to sb’s ad'vantage

so that sb benefits: The rise in the value of the
pound will work to the advantage of thoseplanning
a holiday abroad this summer.

to (good, better, etc.) ad'vantage

in a way that produces a good result: You would be
spending your time to better advantage if you did
what I suggested. o That’s a lovely picture but it's
not seen to its best advantage on that wall. Why
don't you hang it nearer the light?

press home your advantage -9 press

tumn sth to your (own) advantage =¥ turn

advocate
(a/the) devil’s advocate ~» devil

affairs
a state of affairs = state

afield

far/farther/further a'field

far away from home; to or in places that are not
near: You can hire a car if you want to explore fur-
ther afield. © Journalists came from as far afield as
China and Brazil.

aforethought

with malice aforethought = malice

afraid

I’m afraid (that) ... (spoken)

used as a polite way of telling sb sth that is
unpleasant or disappointing, or sth that you are
sorry about: I'm afraid Ican’t come to your party. ©
‘Have you got change for ten pounds? ‘I'm afraid
not.” o I've got some bad news, I'm afraid. © “Is this
the best you can do?’ ‘I'm afraid so.”

after

after ‘all

4 used to show that sth is the opposite of what you
first intend to do or expect to happen: I think I will
have something to eat after all. © Wecould have left
our coats at home—itdidn't rain after all.

2 used when you are explaining sth, or giving a
reason: Can’t I stay up late tonight? After all,
there's no school tomorrow! o You got a fair price
Jor your car. It’s six years old, after all.

again

a,gain and a'gain

many times; repeatedly: I've told him again and
again to shut the door but he always leaves it open.



then/there a'gain (informal)

used for introducing an extra piece of information
which explains sth or gives another explanation
for sth: I thought he liked me, but then again maybe
hedidn’t.

age

act/ be your 'age (informal)

(often used as a command) stop behaving in a
childish way: Paul, act your age or  won't take you
tothe cinemaagain!

come of 'age

1 reach the age when you are considered by the
law to be an adult: He will inherit his father's
money when he comes of age.

2 (of an organization) become established: Witk
more and more people now aware of environmental
issues, ‘green’ politics has really come of age.
under 'age

not yet an adult according to the law: We don't
serve alcohol to teenagers who are under age/to
under-age teenagers.

at/to a ripe old age =¥ ripe

(be) at a tender age -? tender
the awkward age = awkward
feel your age - feel

the golden age (of sth) <» golden
a/the grand old age - grand

in this day and age = day

look your age ~¥ icok

of a certain age =¥ certain

aggregate

on ‘aggregate (BrE, sport)

when the scores of a number of games are added
together: They won 4-2 on aggregate.

agony
pile on the agony/gloom ~2 pile
prolong the agony =¥ prolong

agree

a, gree to 'differ

(of two or more people) allow each other to have
different opinions about sth, especially in order to
avoid more argument: Our views on this matter are
sodifferent—I think we’ll just have to agree to differ.
| ,couidn’t agree (with you) 'more

1 completely agree (with you): I couldn’t agree with
you more about the need to hire extra staff,

agreement
a gentlemen’s agreement = a gentleman’s agreement =
gentleman

aid

in aid of sb/sth (BrE)

in order to help sb/sth: The children spent the day
collecting money in aid of charity.

aitches

what’s (all) 'this, etc. in aid of ? (BrE. spoken)
what is the purpose or cause of sth?: What'sall this
crying inaid of ?

air

float/walk on ‘air (informal)

be very happy about sth: When I passed my driving
test, I was walking on air for days.

in the 'air

(of an idea, a feeling, a piece of information, etc.)
felt by a number of people to exist or to be happen-
ing: Spring is in the air. ¢ There was a strong feel-
ing of excitermnent in the air.

(up) in the 'air

(of plans, etc.) uncertain; not yet decided: I'm hop-
ing o take a holiday this month but my plans are
Stll very much up in the air. ¢ At the end of the
meeting, the matter was left in the air.

.on/ off the "air

(being) broadcast/not (being) broadcast on radio
or television: ‘Going Live will go off the air for the
summer, returning for a new serles in the autumn.
appear, etc. out of thin air =? thin

a breath of fresh air -» breath

(build) castles in the air -» casties

clear the air =¥ clear

disappear, ei¢. into thin air =¥ thin

(as) free as (the) air/as a bird =¥ free

hot air =» hot

in the open air —» open

(as) light as air/a feather =» light

pluck sth out of the air = pluck

with your nose in the air = nose

airs

airs and 'graces (BrE, disapproving)

behaviour which is elegant but unnatural and
intended to impress others: Her airs and graces
didn’t impress her fellow students at all.

.give yourself/ put on ‘airs

behave in a way which shows that you feel you are
important: The nice thing about her is that, in spite
of being so rich, shedoesn’t put on any airs.

aisle

go/walk down the ‘aisle (informal
get married: I never thought you'd be the first one to
walk down the aisle—you used to say you'd never
marry!

© nove

The aisle is the passage down the middle of a
church between the two blocks of seats.

aisles
olling in the aisles => rolling

aitches
drop your aitches =» drop



Al

Aladdin
an Aladdin’s 'cave
a place full of valuable or interesting objects: He
kept for his private pleasure an Aladdin’s cave of
stolen masterpieces.
O oriGiIN
Fhis expression comes from a story in The Ara-
bian Nights. Aladdin was trapped in a cave full
of gold and jewels by a magician.

alarm
a false alarm =» false

alec
a smart alec/aleck =» smart

alert
onred alert = red

alike
share and share alike = share

alive

a live and 'kicking (informal)

still existing and strong or active: The old preju-
dices were still very much alive and kicking.

bring sth a'live

make sth interesting: Maps and pictures bring the
book alive.

come a'live

1 (of a subject or an event) become interesting
and exciting: The game carne alive in the second
half

2 (of a place) become busy and full of activity: The
city starts to come alive after dark.

3 (of a person) show interest in sth and become
excited about it: She came alive as she talked about
her job.

eat sb alive -» eat

skin sb alive =¥ skin

your 'all

everything you have: They gauve their all (= fought
and died) in the war.

all a'long

from the beginning: I've said all along that this
would happen. o He knew who they were all along
but he pretended he didn't.

‘all but

1 almost: The snow all but covered the path, mak-
ing it difficult to walk. o The patient was all but
dead when the doctor arrived.

2 all (the people or things mentioned) except ...
‘Have you done your homework?' ‘Yes, all but the
last two questions.’

,alt 'in

1 (of aprice) with nothing extra to pay; inclusive:

The holiday cost £250 all in. ¢ These are all-in
prices—room, breakfast, service and tax.

2 (old-fashioned, informal) very tired: At the end
of therace he was all in.

allin 'all

when everything is considered: All in all the film
was a great success, despite the bad publicity.

all of 'sth

(of size, weight, distance, etc.) at least: ‘How old is
she?’ ‘Oh, she must be all of fifty.” ¢ (ironic) He
never visits his mother and she lives all of three
miles away.

all or 'nothing

a situation which will end either in complete suc-
cess or complete failure

all ‘over

1 everywhere: We looked all over for the ring. o
The news was all over the office within minutes.

2 what you would expect of the person men-
tioned: That sounds like my sister all over.

all 'round (BrE) (AmE all a’round)

1 inevery way; in all respects: a good performance
all round

2 for each person: She bought drinks all round.
.al 'there (informal)

having a healthy mind; thinking clearly: He
behaves very oddly at times—I don't think he’s quite
all there.

and 'all

1 also; included: They're coming to stay for the
weekend, dog and all.

2 (spoken) too; as well: And he stole £5 from me,
andall.

3 (informal) and other (connected) things: She
doesn’t go out ruch in the evenings now, what with
her workand all.

and all 'that (rubbish, stuff, etc.) (informal)
and other similar things: He was an intellectual—
read Beckett ahd Barthes and all that. © They're
always kissing and all that romantic stuff

(not) at 'all

(used with a negative, in a question or in an if -
clause) in any way; to any degree: This isn't at all
what I expected. o Are you hungry at all? o If

you're at all unhappy about marrying hirm, then
don't.

be ail about sb/sth (informal)

used to describe the subject or purpose of sth: This
book isall about Greece. © Now then, what's thisall

about (= what is the problem)? o It’s all about
money thesedays.

be all sb can/could 'do (not) to do sth (informal)
be very difficult (not) to do sth: His face looked so

Sunny that it was all she could do not to laugh.

(not) be/take all 'day, 'morning, etc. (to do
sth); not have all 'day, etc. (informal)

(used as a request to hurry up) (not) take a long
time (to do sth): Are you going to take all day shav-



ing? she shouted to him through the bathroom door.
© Come on! We haven't gotallday!

be all for sth/for doing sth

believe strongly that sth should be done: They're
all for saving money where they can.

be all ‘'go (BrE, informal)

be (a situation where people are) very active or
busy: It was all go in the office today. © The
election’s on the eighteenth, so it's ail go for the next
three weeks.

be all ‘'over sb (informai)

show a lot of affection for or enthusiasm about sb:
He was all over her at the party.

be all the same to 'sb (also be all 'one to sb,
old-fashioned)

not be important tosb: If it'sall the sameto you, I'd

prefer to go shopping on my own.

in'all

as a total quantity or number: We've got six litres of
milkinall. o That’s £10.29in all, please.
it’s/they’re ,all 'yours

used when passing the responsibility for sb/sth or
the use of sth to another person: ‘Thereyou are, Mr
Brown,'she said, taking him into the classroom full
of children, ‘they'reall yours.’

not all that 'good, 'well, etc.

not particularly good, well, etc: He doesn’t sing all
that well.

not as bad(ly), tall, etc. as all 'that

not as much as has been suggested: They re not as
rich as all that.

,not at ‘alt

used to politely accept thanks or to agree to sth:
‘Thanks a lot.” ‘Notat all.” o "Will it bother you if 1
smoke?’ ‘Notatall.’

of all the 'cheek, 'nerve, stupid things to
‘do, etc.! (informal)

used to express annoyance, impatience, etc. at
what another person has done or said: Of all the
idiots, leaving his car unlocked in the middle of
town!

© noTe

This expression is often used without a noun,
especially to show that sb is annoyed: She said I
was fat? Well, of alithe ... !

all-clear
give sb/get the all-'clear
give sh/get a sign that a particular situation is no
longer dangerous: She got the all-clear from the
doctor and was sent home from the hospital.
O oriGIN
This idiom refers to the signal that is sounded in
wartime when a bombing raid is over.

alley
be (right) up your alley = be (right) up your street - street
ablind alley = blind

allow

allow 'me (spoken)

used to offer help politely: ‘I'll just take these bags
upstairs.” Allow me.’

give/allow sbisth free/full rein = rein

allowances

make al'lowances for sb

not judge sb too strictly because of certain prob-
lems or difficulties: The court was asked to make
allowances for the age of the accused.

almighty
God atmighty = God

alone

go it a'lone (informal)

do sth, especially sth difficult, without the help or
support of others: Andrew decided to go it alone
and start his own business.

leave/let sb/sth alone = leave/let sb/sth be = leave

let alone =» let

iet well enough alone = leave/ let well alone =» well

along

along with sth

in addition to sth: Tobacco is taxed in most coun-
tries, along with alcohol.

aloud
think aloud =¥ think

always

as 'always

asusually happens or is expected: Asalways, Polly
was late for school.

amends

make a'mends (to sb) (for sth/for doing sth)
do sth for sb in order to show that you are sorry for
sth wrong or unfair that you have done: 'm sorry I
upset you—how can I make amends? ¢ He finished
third in the 200 metres, but hopes to make amends in
the 100 rmetres.

American

as A merican as apple 'pie

used to say that sth is typical of America: For me,
baseball is as American as apple pie.

amiss

not come/go a'miss (Brk)

be useful or pleasant in a particular situation: A
liftle luck wouldn’t go amiss right now!

take sth a'miss (BrE)

feel offended by sth, perhaps because you have
understood it in the wrong way: Would she take it
amiss if Ioffered to help?



amok

amok
run amok =¥ run

amount

any a'mount/'number of sth

a large quantity of sth: There was any amount of
food and drink at the party. o You won’t have any
difficulty selling your car—there are any number of
people who would buy it.

no a'mount of sth

used for saying that sth will have no effect: Nv
amount of encouragement would make him jump
into the pool.

amount/come to the same thing =» thing

amused

keep sb a'mused

give sb interesting things to do, or entertain them
so that they do not become bored: Playing with
water can keep children armused for hours.

analysis

in the last/ final a'nalysis

used to say what is most important after every-
thing has been discussed, or considered: In the
final analysis, hurmour is a matter of individual
interpretation.

anchor
weigh anchor = weigh

be on the side of the angels =* side

anger
do sth more in sorrow than in anger > sorrow

answer

the answer to sb’s prayers

a thing or a person that sb has waited for or
wanted for a long time: If you’ve been looking for a
good quality fleece at a reasonable price, this one
could be the answer to your prayers.

not take no for an answer

refuse to accept that sb does not want sth, will not
dosth, ete: You'recoming and I won’t take no for an
answer!

adusty answer =» dusty

answers

have/know all the 'answers

be or seem to be more intelligent or know more
than others: He's an economist who thinks he
knows all the answers.

ante

raise/up the 'ante
increase the level of sth, especially demands or

sums of money: His ex-wife has upped the ante in
her alimony suit against him.

@ NoTE
The ante is the amount of money that players bet
in a card gisme such as poker.

ants

have (got) ants in your pants (informal)

be unable to stay still because you are anxious or
excited about sth: Relax and enjoy yourself—
you've really got ants in your pants about somne-
thing tonight!

anything

anything 'but

certainly not; just the opposite (of): Ecologists are
anything but optimistic about a change in the
Government’s attitude towards ‘green’ issues. o ‘I
suppose the weather in Scotland was terrible.’ ‘Oh
no, anything but.’

anything 'goes

there are no rules about how sb should behave;
anything is acceptable: John always has to wear a
suit and tie to the office, but where I work anything
goes.

anything 'like

(used with a negative, in a question or in an if -
clause) in any way similar to; nearly: If the meal's
anything like the one we had there, you'll really
enjoy it. © The car isn’t anything like as fast as
yours.

(as) easy, clear, quick, etc. as anything
(informal)

extremely easy, clear, quickly, etc: It was only a

small gift but Phil was as pleased as anything with it.

like ‘anything (BrE, informal)

very much or very enthusiastically: My head hurt

likeanything.

not for ‘anything (informal)

definitely not: Jwouldn't give it up for anything.

or anything (spoken)

or another thing of a similar type: If you want to

call a meeting or anything, just let me know.

apart

be 'poles/'worlds apart

be widely separated; have no interests that you
share: Politically, the two leaders are poles apart. ©
After hours of discussion and negotiation, they're
still poles apart.

come/fall apart at the 'seams (informal)
begin to fail or collapse: The Government’s eco-
nomic policy is falling apart at the seams. o After
only six months, their marriage has come apart at
the seams.

be miles apart =» miles

joking apart/aside =¥ joking

rip sb/sth apart/to shreds, bits, etc. = rip



armchair

ape

go 'ape (also go'apeshit, A\) (slang, especially AmE)
become extremely angry or excited: The manager
went ape when the team lost yet another game.

apologies
make no apology/apclogies for sth = apology

apology

an apology for sth

a very poor example of sth: I'm sorry this is a bit of
an apology for lunch—we'll have a proper meal
tonight.

make no a'pology/a'pologies for sth

if you say that you make no apology/apologies for
sth, you mean that you do not feel that you have said
or done sth wrong: Having grown up in the north of
the country, I make no apologies for saying that people
there are morefriendly than people in the south.

appearances

keep up ap'pearances

hide the true situation and pretend that every-
thing is still going well: When she lost all her
money, she was determined to keep up appearances.
to all ap'pearances

if sth/sb is judged only by what you can see: The
house was, to all appearances, empty. o Although
to all appearances they were the ‘ideal couple’, in
fact they were very unhappy.

appetite

whet sb’s appetite = whet

apple

the apple of sb’s ‘eye

a person, usually a child, who sb loves very much;
a favourite child: The second child, John, was the
apple of his mother’s eye.

as American as apple pie = American

a rotten apple - rotten

upset the/sb’s apple cart =» upset

approach
a/the softly-softly approach > softly-softly

approval

on ap'proval

(of goods) not paid for and to be returned, usually
within a few days, if the customer decides not to
buy them: I've got it on seven days approval, so if
youdon't like it I can take it back.

a seal of approval =» seal

apron

(tied to) your mother’s, wife’s, etc. ‘apron
strings

(too much under) the influence and control of your

mother, wife, etc: The British prime minister is too
apt to cling to Washington's apron strings.

area

a disaster area => disaster
agrey area ~¥ grey
ano-go area —¥ no-go

argue

argue the 'toss (BrE, informal)

continue to disagree ahout a decision, especially
when it is too late to change it or it is not very
important: Look, just do it your way. I've got better
thingstodo than stand here all day arguing the loss
with you.

argument
for the sake of argument = sake

ark

be out of the 'ark; went out with the ‘ark
(BrE, spoken)

(of an object or a custom) extremely old or old-
fashioned: She was using a dictionary that was
straight out of the ark.

O oriGin

This idiom refers to a story in the Bible. The ark
was a large boat which Noah built to save his
family and two of every type of animal from the
flood.

arm

cost/pay an arm and a 'leg (informal)
cost/pay a lot of money: We want to redecorate the
living room, but I'm afraid it’s going to cost us an
armanda leg.

keep sb at ‘arm’s length

avoid becomingtoo friendly with sh: He s the kind of
manwho'’s best kept at arm’s length, in my opinion.
put the 'arm/'bite on sb (AmE, informaly

ask sb for sth, especially money: To pay for the tcx
reductions, the government will put the bite on
smokers and motorists.

{alist) as long as your arm =¥ long

chance your arm =» chance

the long amm of the law = long

a shot in the arm - shot

twist sb’s arm =» twist

would give your right arm for sth/to do sth =? right

armchair

an armchair critic, traveller, etc.

a person who knows about a subject only from
what they have heard or read and not from per-
sonal experience: He’s what you might call an
‘armchair traveller’, having never actually been
outside Europe.
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armed

,armed to the 'teeth (with sth) (informal)
carrying a lot of weapons or a lot of things needed
for a particular purpose: The tourists got out of the
coach, armed to the teeth with cameras, binoculars,
and guidebooks.

armour (Brk)(AmE armor)
a chink in sb’s ammour =? chink
a knight in shining armour =¥ knight

arms

up in ‘arms (about/over sth) (informal)

very angry and protesting very strongly (about
sth): Local residents are up in arms over pians to
build a new motorway.

a babe in arms =» babe

fold sb in your arms =» fold

lay down your amms = lay

throw up your hands/arms in horror, despair, etc. =» throw
with open arms -» open

arrive
arrive/come on the scene -» scene

arrow
(as) straight as an arrow =P straight

arrows
the sfings and arrows (of sth) = slings

arse

My arse! (BrE, A, slang)

used by some people to show they do not believe
what sb has said: An appointment at the dentist my
arse! She’s gone shopping!

kiss sb’s arse -» kiss

lick sb’s arse - lick

not know your arse from your etbow -» know

a pain in the arse/bum/backside =¥ pain

think the sun shines out of sb’s arse/backside = think
work your arse off = work

arsed

can’t be ‘arsed (to do sth) (BrE, A, slang)
not want to do sth because it is too much trouble: [
was supposed to do some work this weekend but 1
couldn’t be arsed.
© note
A more polite way fo express this is ‘can’t be
bothered (to do sthy’.

art
have (got) sth down to a fine art - fine
state of the art - state

artistic
artistic/ poetic licence =¥ licence

as

as against sth

in contrast with sth: They got 27% af the vote as
against 32% at the last election.

.as and ‘'when
whenever; at the moment when: We'll deai with
individual problems as and when they arise.

as for sb/sth

turning to the subject of sb/sth: I like Sue very
much, but as for her boyfriend—I wouldn’t care if 1
never saw him again!

‘as from (also 'as of especially AmE)

used to indicate the time or date from which some-
thing starts: As from next Monday she’ll have a
new secretary. o We shall be at our new address as
of mid-June.

as 'if (spoken)

used to express anger at or disapproval of a sug-
gestion, an explanation, etc., or to deny a possibil-
ity: As if I really cared! o ‘Don’t tell Tom ! said
that, will you?' ‘Oh, as if (I would)!”

as if/as though

in a way that suggests sth: He behaved as if noth-
ing had happened. o It sounds as though you had a
good time.

asit'is

as the situation is at the moment (often in contrast
to what was expected): I wanted to have this report
ready by tomorrow but as it is, it may not be done
until Thursday. © We won’t be able to buy a new car
this year—we can only just afford a holiday as it is.
as to sth

used when you are referring to sth: As to tax, that
will be deducted from your salary.

as you 'do (BrE)

used as a comment on sth that you have just said to
say that it is normal behaviour: He smiled and I
smiled back, as you do. ¢ (ironic) She’s just gone off
to the Bahamas for three weeks on holiday. As you
do!

it isn’t as if/as though; it's not as if/as
though

used to show that a particular explanation for sth

is not the correct one: It isn’t as if he didn’t recog-

nize me! He just walked straight past me as I stood

there.

ashes

put on, wear, etc. sackcloth and ashes ~¥ sackcloth
rake over the ashes/the past - rake
rise from the ashes ~» rise

aside
joking apart/aside - joking

ask

‘ask for trouble/it (informal)
(usually used in the progressive tenses) behave in



