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This is a book written primarily by and for Chinese scholars interested
in education, language, and philosophy. It introduces a wide variety of ideas
about education from many different sources. While some are written as a
general reference guide, others trace the history of Chinese thought related
to the development of education in China. While its aim is to promote
continuing education for teachers in China, it seeks to contextualize this
goal through a number of useful texts. It introduces a western philosophical
ground for the basis of contemporary ideas about education through the
influence of authors such as Aristotle and John Dewey.

Containing a number of Chinese translations for English, this book
serves in part as a reference guide for Chinese scholars wishing to influence
the future of education in China; the education of both students and teachers.
A number of historical texts illumine the need for advanced approaches to
the problem of how to standardize and improve both levels of education.
These texts are telling in that one can imagine with the continued upward
growth of contemporary Chinese society that the problems mentioned have
only compounded. The inclusion of more recent texts however examine the
difficulties contemporary teachers face.

This book is useful in a number of ways. It helps introduce a
vocabulary for scholars who wish to include a broader array of ideas when
considering the future of education in China. It traces a line of thought
about education in modern China from which scholars can develop and

transform to maintain a sense a history while looking forward. Finally,
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it makes the argument that without appropriate methodologies for instructing and
improving the education of Chinese teachers the future of Chinese education will
doubtless suffer. This book sheds light on a number of possible futures for Chinese
education and helps to develop a discussion towards a brighter future for students and

teachers alike.

Elliot Hess

Boston Education International
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