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Lesson One

DRILLS

1. — Jack can’t speak Italian fluently yet.
— He’d better talk it more. Then he’ll be able
to speak it fluently.

— John can’t hear the lecturer.

— He’d better go and sit near the front. Then
~ hell be able o hear him. ‘

— Did you get home before the rain yesterday ?
— Yes. Luckily I was able to catch a bus.

— Was George able to get any lunch in the
end ?

— No. He ate some biscuits instead.

2. — Need you go home yet?
— I’'m afraid I must.

— Well, do you need to go straight away ?

— Need we discuss this problem ?
— I'm afraid we shall have fto.

— Well, do we mneed to discuss it right away ?
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— Need Peter tidy his desk ?
— Yes, he has to.
— Well, does he need to tidy it now ?

y Need you repeat after the tape-recording
today ?
— D’'m afraid 1 must.

— Well, do you need to do it now ?

3. — I haven’t written my composition yet.
— Well, you ought to write it now.

— Mary hasn’t touched her German for days.
— Well, she ought to keep it up all the time.

— I sometimes stay up late at night.
— You oughtn’t to stay up too late.

— He is often late for school.

— That’s ’naughty of him. He oughtn’t to go
to school late.

4. — Have you to go to the meeting ?
"— Yes, I'm afraid I have to.

e 2



— Has Jane got to make a speech today?
— Yes, she says she has to.

— Did you have to live at home last term ?
— No, but I’/ have o next térm.

— Did they have to eat out yesterday ?
— No, but they’ll have to tomorrow,

TEXT

Learning a Foreign Language

In schools all over the world boys and girls
are learning foreign languages. Everybody knows
his own language, but another one is very useful,
especially when we travel to other countries. If
we go to France, we ought to be able to speak French,
and in Germany people will expect us to under-
stand German.

How many languages are there in the world ?
There are about fifteen hundred, but many of them™
are not very important. English is one of thgfmost
important languages because so many people use it,
not only in England and the U.S.A.;but also in other
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parts of the world. About 200,000,000 (two hundred
million) speak it as their own language, and an-
other 200,000,000 use it as a second language. It is
difficult to say how many people are learning it.
Many millions of schoolboys and schoolgirls are
trying to do so. '

English children study French, which is also a
very impoftant language. An'_Eninshma.n can usu-
ally find someone in almost all parts of the world
who is able to talk to him in either English or
French. : -

Which is the best way to learn a second lan-
guage ? We should remember that we all learned our
own language well when we were children. If we
could learn a second language in the same way, it
would not seem so difficult. Think of what a small
child does. It listens to what people say, and it
/tries to imitate what it hears. When it wants some-

~ thing, it has to ask for it. It is using the language,
talking in it and thinking in it all the time.  If
-people had to use a second language all the time,
“they would learn-it quickly. It is important to re-
méﬁ!ber, also, that we learn our own language by
hearing peeple speak it, not by seeing what they
write. We imitate what we hear. In school, al-

e 4



though you learn to read and write as well as to hear
and speak, it is best to learn all new words through
the ear. You can read them, spell them, and write
them later. ‘ :

A man who stuttered once went to a shop where
they sold birds. He wanted to buy a parrot, a bird
which we can teach to speak. He said to the shop-
keeper: “Have you g-g-got a p-p-parrot that can
t-t-talk English ?”

“Yes, sir,” answered the shop-keeper. “Here’s
a fine green one that will understand everything
you say to it.”

So the man bought it. But a few days later
he took it back to the shop.

“This b-b-bird can’t t-t-talk,” he complained.
“It can only st-t-t-utter.”

Even a parrot learns to say just what it hears.

NOTES

t. Have you to go to the meeting ?

Here have to is used in the sense of must. For the
distinction between have to and must, see Page 160,
Book One. When used in the negative and interroga-
tive, have to can be used with or without the auxiliary

verb do. The distinction is not always clear. Generally,
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when the reference is to sth. regular or habitual,
the use of do is to be preferred; when the reference
is to a particular occasion, construction without do,
and in colloquial style, with gof, are to be preferred.
cf. :

Have you (got) to go to work early today ?

Do you have to go to work early every day?
second language

In this article the term second language is in essence
used to mean foreign language. From a linguistic -
point of view, a second language is different from a
foreign language. In some countries two or even more
languages are used as a means of social intercourse.
In Canada, for instance, English, French and German
can be heard spoken by the people, for most of them are
descendants of the immigrants from England, France
and Germany. In one region, English may be dominant,
while in another, French or German may be more
common. In order to understand and to be understood,
people have to learn a second language or even a
third, besides their mother tongue.

. Think of what a small child does. ¢ listens to what

people say, and it tries to imitate what if hears.

The personal pronoun # can be used to refer to a
baby or a small child.
as well as

Note how the parallel parts are linked by the two

6 o



different conjunction phrases as well as and not only
...but: : ‘

We shall travel by night as well as by day.

We shall travel not only by day but also by night.

GRAMMAR
Modal Verbs (I)

. We have learned in Book One and Book Two some of
the uses of the modal verbs:

Can expresses ability or permission.

May expresses permission.

Must expresses necessity.

And we know that ought to and should are also
modal verbs. They both express duty o+ obligation, but
ought to is more emphatic:

You should do as the teacher tells you.

We young people ought to make great contributions

to the four modernizations of our country.
. MNeed and dare can also be used as modal verbs, but

generally in questions and negative sentences, e.g.

Need he do it? . Dare he do it ?
He needn’t do it. He daren’t do it.
No one need do. it. - ‘No one dare- do it.

Notice that in the following sentences meed and
dare are used as notional verbs: |

He needs/needed to do it. :

He dares/dared to do it. Lo )



Does/Did he .need to do it?
Does/Did he dare to do it?
8. Can has its past tense form could; may, might. The
other modal verbs have no past tense form.
4. Instead of can, be able to is used; especially for past,
future, etc., e.g.
I am/was/shall be/urll be/have been able to do this.
He is/was/will be/has been able to do this.
But notice:
1) When we are talking about past time,
a. we use could or was/wére able to to show ability,
e.g. _
I could/was able to swim when I was a boy.
b. we don’t use could, but was/were able to to ex-
press possibility, e.g.
I was able to (not could) visit the exhibition yes-
terday.
But: Yesterday I couldn’t (or wasn’t able ta) come
to see you because of illness.
2) When we are talking about future time,
a. we generally use be able to (not can) to show
ability, e.g. ;
I think I’/l be able to (not can) speak English
well next year. :
b. we can use either can or be able to to express
possibility, e.g. ‘
If it is fine tomorrow, I can/will be able to go to



the seaside.
If it isn’t fine tomorrow, I can’t/shan’t be able to
go to the seaside.

5. Instead of must, have (got) to is often used, espeéially
for past and future, since must has no forms for these
concepts, e.g.

I have (got) to/had (got) to/will have to go to the
dentist about my bad tooth. :

He hasn’t (got) to/hadn’t (got) to/won’t have to tell
her all about it. :

Notice that must can be used as the past tense form

in indirect speech, e.g. :

Yesterday he said that he must go to the dentist
about - his bad tooth.

cf. He had to go to the dentist yesterday about
his bad tooth. :

WORD STUDY

hear v.t., vi.
1. perceive with the ear
Can you hear me?
Deaf peoplé cannot hear.
2. be told or learn about
Have you heard the news?
I hear that he has returned to Shanghai.
8. hear 4 prep.
Have you heard of (i.e. know of) it?



