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Yuehua Liu
A graduate of the Chinese Department of Peking University,
Yuehua Liu was Professor in Chinese at the Beijing Language
and Culture University. In 1989, she continued her professional
‘ career in the United States and had taught Chinese at Wellesley
College, MIT, and Harvard University for many years. Her
research concentrated on modern Chinese grammar, especially
grammar for teaching Chinese as a foreign language. Her major
publications include Practical Modern Chinese Grammar (co-author),
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Writings on Chinese Grammar as well as the Chinese textbook
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textbook set Learning Advanced Colloquial Chinese from TV

(co-author).
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Foreword

When it comes to learning a foreign language, relying on a set of
textbooks or spending time in the classroom is not nearly enough. Memory is
eroded by time; you keep forgetting what you have learned. Haven’ t we all
been frustrated by our inability to remember new vocabulary? You learn a
word and quickly forget it, so next time when you come across it you have to
look it up in a dictionary. Only then do you realize that you used to know it,
and you start to blame yourself, “why am I so forgetful?” when in fact, it’s
not your shaky memory that’ s at fault, but the fact that unless you review
constantly, what you've learned quickly becomes dormant. The Chinese Breeze
graded series is designed specially to help you remember what you’ ve
learned.

Everyone learning a second language has his or her way of jogging his
or her memory. For example, some people make index cards or vocabulary
notebooks so as to thumb through them frequently. Some simply try to go
through dictionaries and try to memorize all the vocabulary items from A to
Z. This spirit is laudable, but it is a painful process, and the results are far
from sure. Chinese Breeze is a series of graded readers purposely written by
professional authors. Each reader not only incorporates all the vocabulary and
grammar specific to the grade but also contains an interesting and absorbing
plot. They enable you to refresh and reinforce your knowledge and at the
same time have a pleasurable time with the story. If you make Chinese Breeze
a constant companion in your studies of Chinese, you won’t have to worry
about forgetting your vocabulary and grammar. You will also develop your
feel for the language and root it firmly in your mind.

Thanks are due to Nyan-ping Bi, Xianmin Liu, and Ping Wei for
arranging more than sixty students to field-test several of the readers in the
Chinese Breeze series. Professor Tao-chung Yao at the University of Hawaii.
Ms. Yu Li and Ph.D. students Ann Kelleher and Nicole Richardson of UC
Davis provided very good editorial suggestions. We thank our colleagues,
students, and friends for their support and assistance.
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[ # 7Kk Bai Chanshut
A math professor of an American university. His English

name is Jack.

E 4 B Mdo Bukang
A good friend of Bai Chunshui. They met each other when

they studied at the same college in Britain. Mao Bukang lives

in China now.

4 B K Bai Mingtian
Bai Chunshui’ s father. He was born in mainland China and
moved to Taiwan with his father. Later, he immigrated to

America and started a company.

B Fk# Bai Qiashu
Bai Chunshui’ s grandfather, a successful businessman. He
moved to Taiwan with his son, Bai Mingtian. He is retired

now and lives in America.

g Huang Yaging
Bai Chunshui’ s grandmother. She lives in mainland China

and has passed away.



[ il (XY (52 ) Bai Yiging (as known as Béi Xug)
Bai Chunshui’ s aunt. She lives in mainland China. She was

organically called Bai Xue.

28 Yuehan
John, an office clerk of Bai Chunshui’s department

Wi{144 Zhejiang Shéng: Zhejiang Province

H Zi# Yueliang Hu: The Moon Lake, a lake in Zhejiang Province
H Z=3, Yueliang Chéng: The Moon City, a small city in Zhejiang Province
Hn Fc £ Jiazhou Daxué: University of California

3% Changehéng: The Great Wall

HH4ER T8 Minghud Fangudn: A Chinese restaurant

EE Meiguo

1 & Zhonggud

AL Béiing

- #§ Shanghai

51 Taiwan
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1. # 5 {5 guahaoxin: a register letter (4 5 gud hao: register)

2. # % shuxué: mathematics
3. # 4% jidoshou: professor
4. % xiang: ring
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5. % xi: department (of a college)

6. 77/ E bangongshi: office

7. W, F #f 44 dianzi yéujiain: email

8. % 4 12 fa dudnxin: send a text message
9. ¥ liu: leave (something)
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10. A A taitai: wife
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11. & & zhongyao: important
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12. # % hd&oxido: funny
13. {5 # xinféng: envelope
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14. & &, shéng qi: angry




