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Foreword

When it comes to learning a foreign language, relying on a set of
textbooks or spending time in the classroom is not nearly enough. Memory is
eroded by time; you keep forgetting what you have learned. Haven’t we all
been frustrated by our inability to remember new vocabulary? You learn a
word and quickly forget it, so next time when you come across it you have to
look it up in a dictionary. Only then do you realize that you used to know it,
and you start to blame yourself, “why am I so forgetful?” when in fact, it’ s
not your shaky memory that’ s at fault, but the fact that unless you review
constantly, what you’ ve learned quickly becomes dormant. The Chinese
Breeze graded series is designed specially to help you remember what you’ ve
learned. i

Everyone learning a second language has his or her way of jogging his
or her memory. For example, some people make index cards or vocabul;ry“
notebooks so as to thumb through them frequently. Some simply try to go
through dictionaries and try to memorize all the vocabulary items from A to
Z. This spirit is laudable, but it is a painful process, and the results are far
from sure. Chinese Breeze is a series of graded readers purposely written by
professional authors. Each reader not only incorporates all the vocabulary and
grammar specific to the grade but also contains an interesting and absorbing
plot. They enable you to refresh and reinforce your knowledge and at the
same time have a pleasurable time with the story. If you make Chinese Breeze
a constant companion in your studies of Chinese, you won’t have to worry
about forgetting your vocabulary and grammar. You will also develop your
feel for the language and root it firmly in your mind.

Thanks are due to Nyan-ping Bi, Xianmin Liu, and Ping Wei for
arranging more than sixty students to field-test several of the readers in the
Chinese Breeze series. Professor Tao-chung Yao at the University of Hawaii.
Ms. Yu Li and Ph.D. students Ann Kelleher and Nicole Richardson of UC
Davis provided very good editorial suggestions. We thank our colleagues,
students, and friends for their support and assistance.
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| 7538t Fang Xin
=8 A man who started a company to develop and market a

Chinese software program
/NH Xidoyue

Fang Xin’s wife

£ Qian Gui
Owner of a small business that trades computer products

FE4584 Mdao Shaming
A peddler selling pirated software CDs.

J&3E Zhou Jin
A person who produces pirated software CDs

b &kt Zhongguancan: The most famous science park in Beijing,
known as China’s Silicon Valley

B A LR 2% F] Xinyue Dianndo GongsT: Xinyue (new moon) Comput-
er Company
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(All the proper nouns in the text are underlined, such as in X #f)



H K

LSRRI T

Fewer people are buying this software

R e e M. Moo 0 DA mies e s e 1 B A S 1

2. WE T EMIA

Meet the “old friend”
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Who left this purse here?
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The software has been pirated!
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Who produced the pirated software?
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The man in the bookstore
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About Qian Gui
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Be a good man
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1. % 4% ruanjian: software
2. F (/A 8] ) kai (gongsi): start / run (a company)



K‘l 2 AR (35— IR)

10

15

20

WaF A ILE, AR EANA,

TE R T, RS —
£, BRI, XA
P, RN AS R, X
R S AR, AR R, X
4, HBLECIRTEE TRE , LLfi—
TAMER=T, AERE-T%,
B AL LT SR RE S, o

ANE T, KA TR, |-

REZANER “FHAFC”, F AWK
A BAR/N, HR SRR THEAN
b,
F—AH, HHFFET S04 KM,
T H =BT 22004,
F=H, 152 76,000 24!
JiwrE LR T :
B8, WEZ A TRE, X
K b, HHEAKRERRK, F
WL/INH AR 6T B AR, e 3t T B[]

3. 7 {& fangbian: convenient
4. B %3 T gdoxing huai le: very happy, overjoyed
5. % it % A méi guo dudijiti: before long, soon
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6. i % # yueldiyué: more and more
7. & 4 7F Ii bu kai: must have, cannot work without...




.9&52 i i 24 ] R (35 IR)

20

—KRlE—REREZ. ANEEFL—
RIL, BbteERb—[IL, x&EH
7

Ti#: A, AebT—RIL,
2P TIRZ! EAA, WA
—3E T 18,0004, XMH, 4KE
Ze85 77, HEIAAEAET
12,000 4~, /b3ET 6,000/4~1”
RIXHE? XU, HRIARE?”

AT TR, EK
AERE R TEWR AL -7

AR R TG FRARIK, #hik:
Seplik TIE ERIEE, KRART, iz
PRAE,”

TR TIRER, R L
BIBCEE, R “AREAMXAZ
P 1

MHR THER, “HuEAKett 4
H+ "7

IFEER, “FAHF"? EA

8. 1% T 4 méi shénme: (there is) nothing unusual, (there is) not any
9. A4~ A shang ge yue: last month

10. 3X 4 . zhéme shud: saying this way, so, then

11. H F rizi: day, date
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Want to check vour understanding of this part?

Go to the questions on page 56.

12. #% bei: cup
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