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SHORT FORMS USED IN THE BOO

a.
ad.
AmE
&
BrE
collog.
conj.
e.g.
esp.
etc.
fig.
fml
i.e.
infml
int.
L

n.
Par.
pl.
prep.
sing.
sb

sl.
sth
usu.
V.

Vi

vt

adjective

adverb
American English
and

British English
colloquial
conjunction

for example
especially

et cetera; and so on
figurative
formal

that is

informal
interjection

line

noun

paragraph
plural
preposition
singular
somebody

slang

something
usually

verb

verb intransitive
verb transitive
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SOME STRIKING DIFFERENCES BETWEEN RP' & GA®

RP GA EXAMPLES
{a:] [ee] after, half, dance, 'answer, staff, fast, pass, past, bath, rather
[9] [a] got, box, 'dollar, ‘obstacle, ‘colonist, ‘colleague, ‘constant, ‘content
Al 8] love, son, done, young, ‘'worry, cut, fun, sun, re'sult, "hurry
[i] ‘missile, 'fragile
{ai] [a] civili'sation(AmE civili'zation),moderni'sation(AmE moderni'zation)
[w] [hw] | what, when, where, 'whether, 'somewhere
uz] ] do due, pro'duce, re'duce, tube, tune, 'student, en'thusiasm, as'sume, pre'sume,
' ’ new, news, knew
{a:] {ar] car, 'farmer, dark
[9:] [o:r] or, for, more, sort, re'corder, ac'cording
[9:] [o:1]) ‘certain, ‘thermos

bird, sir, firm

fur, 'surface, 'urgent

[a] [or] ‘smaller, 'sister, dis'coverer
‘dollar

‘doctor, in'ventor

fial fir] ear, hear, year, here

[es] [er] air, hair, fair, there, dare, care, aware

[ua] [ur] poor, tour, 'tourist

[ori] [eri] | 'necessary, ‘ordinary, ‘primary, ‘secondary

[eni] | [ouni] | ‘cere.mony, 'har.mony

1. RP (Received Pronunciation): a form of BrE accent which may be regarded as standard and as a
model for foreign learners.

2. GA (General American): a form of American pronunciation which may be taken as a model,
comparable with RP in BrE.
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I'J here is no denying that English is a useful language. Doiou # ﬁ English is ausefdl
The people who speak English today make up the
largest speech community in the world with the exception of
speakers of Chinese. Originally they were small tribes of people
living in northern Europe who left their homelands and settled in g
England. Isolated in their island community, the various tribes used ;
languages which became more and more similar to each other and
less and less like the other languages of Europe. Eventually, the
language had enough uniformity to be used by all speakers in
England. The people were united into a speech community through
their shared language. In time, people moved from the small island
to many parts of the world, taking their language with them and
thus still remaining members of the English speech community
wherever they settled.
A speech community is similar to other kinds of communities. g
The people who make up the community share a common language.
Often they live side by side, as they do in a neighborhood, a village,
or a city. More often they form a whole country. Many nations are
composed of a single major speech community, for example, Italy',
Sweden?, and Japan. National boundaries, however, are not always
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2 Unit 1

the same as the boundaries of a speech community. Some nations
(for example, Russia and India) are made up of many speech
communities. Some speech communities (for example, Arabic’,
Spanish, and English) extend across national boundaries. A speech
community, then, is any group of people who speak the same
language no matter where they happen to live.

We may say that anyone who speaks English belongs to the

English speech community. For convenience, we may classify the Whs
speakers into two groups: one in which the speakers use English as ™

their native language, the other in which the speakers learn English

as a second language for the purposes of education, commerce, and

so on. In the former group we, obviously, would include England,

Canada, the United States, Australia®, and New Zealand®. Naturally,
not all people in these countries speak English natively, but a large

majority do. In the latter groups we would include among many

others, India, Denmark®, Kenya’, Turkey, Ethiopia® and the

Philippines. Not all these countries use English for the same .
purpose or to the same extent, but each uses English for important

social and commercial activities.

English serves as a functional alternative language in several
areas of public activity for the many nations of the world which
use it as an international second language. Because of its
widespread use geographically, and because of the large number of
people who speak it, it has been adopted as the language of
aviation and air traffic. English has continued as one of the
important languages of commerce, as the sphere of political and
economic influence of the English-speaking nations has extended

beyond the boundaries of England. The use of English in w

international diplomacy is strengthened by its acceptance as one of
the official languages of the United Nations. And as a final
example, English is the language of the majority of published
materials in the world so that education, especially specialised
higher education, has come to rely heavily on an understanding of
English. In no sense does English replace the cultural heritage and
emotional ties of the first language, but for many speakers




