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Language Contact Caused by Second Language Acquisition: A Study from the Translated
Chinese Buddhist Texts of the Medieval Period and Yuan baihua
CAO Guangshun YU Xiaorong

Abstract: The two major language contacts in the history of the Chinese language involve the translations of
Chinese Buddhist texts in the Medieval period and Yuan baihua. Both contacts are related to second language
acquisition, and dozens of linguistic changes arose during the contacts. The basic mode leading to linguistic
change is duplication of the most distinctive syntactic features of the model language. LLanguage contact
caused by second language acquisition is one of the important types in the study of language contact;its spe-
cial characteristics are salient,and it is an important subject within the study of language contact that should
be given more attention.

Key words: historical Chinese syntax,language contact,language change,second language acquisition
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