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INTRODUCTION
518

eonardo da Vinci (1452—1519) was famous even in his own lifetime as

I a man of great brilliance and one of Italy’s most gifted painters. From
an early age he was driven by a restless energy. He struggled to make

his painting and drawing perfect. He also made detailed studies of nature, of the
anatomy of the human body, and of mechanics — the workings of machines and
the forces that make things move. By applying his imagination to these studies,
he came up with some remarkable ideas. Sketches from his notebooks have
turned out to resemble tanks, airplanes, helicopters, and many other machines

that were invented up to 400 years after his death.
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This book explores Leonardo’s development from apprentice to great artist.
It traces the story of Leonardo’s life and explains how his major works
came to be created. The artist’s techniques are discussed and you can try
some out.
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Below you can see how the book is organized.
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LeARNING THe TRADE

FZ

Leonardo da Vinci was born during an exciting period of Italian
history, later known as the Renaissance. In the 1300s, a love of
Greek and Roman culture led to a revival in learning and the
arts. The wealthy city-states of Italy, such as Florence, near
Leonardo s birthplace, now attracted some of the most brilliant
scholars, artists, and crafismen of the times.
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n April 1452 a peasant girl named Caterina

gave birth to a baby boy named Leonardo

THE Boy

FroM VINCI in a village near the small town of Vincl.
F(EFTTED The father was Ser Piero, who was not married
B to Caterina. He was a wealthy lawyer and

landowner, much respected in Florence, which
lay 15 miles (25 km) to the east. Caterina later
married a local man, and from the age of five,

Leonardo lived at Ser Piero’s house.
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he young Leonardo received a
standard education for the time,
but already he showed a great
talent for painting. It is said that Ser Piero
first became aware of his son’s gifts when
Leonardo decorated a shield with a painting
of a dragon. Based on drawings of frogs and
lizards, the painting was so realistic that it

gave his father a fright.
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When he was about 15 years old, Leonardo
was sent to train as a painter and sculptor
in the studio of one of the great artists of
Florence, Andrea del Verrocchio (1435-
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The angel from Verrocchio’s Baptism of Christ, painted by Leonardo in about 1472
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Leonardo was in his early 20s.

ﬂ— The Annunciation was painted in about 1473, when
(ZRaER) EFL 1473 F, HRTIRMS A —+Hk,

The Annunciation portrays the scene from the New Testament when the
Virgin Mary is told by the Angel Gabriel that she will give birth to Jesus.
Leonardo used oil paint and tempera (powdered color mixed with egg yolk)
on a wooden panel.
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The design of the painting is
rather stiff and formal, but it shows
Leonardo’s careful attention to
detail. The lily held by the angel,
for example, is clearly drawn from

. Many flowers had symbolic

meanings in Leonardo’s day. The
lily was a symbol of the Virgin Mary.
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1488). Along with other young
apprentices, Leonardo was
taught the skills of drawing,
painting, and sculpture. He
also helped with some of

Verrocchio’s own paintings.
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PERSPECTIVE
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By the early fifteenth century
artists had discovered “linear”
perspective — how distance
could be represented on a
flat picture. They realized
that objects look smaller the
further away they are. The
edges of regular shapes such
as walls follow angled lines
that meet in the distance at
a “vanishing point.” Try a

perspective drawing yourself.
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Study how angled lines
recede into the distance and
copy this. Pencil lines like
those here may help.

FRAE s il wr ),
KN LRI T FEM,
BIVGn ] 7 S i 15] = 3 B T
PR, MATERE, Wik

8oL, AL A
B AR CBImnEEEE ) 1Yl 2k
E MR r “TH K
A e, WA HC R
KB WE, WHI— N
LB B ht, JfilnsE—
b X A R
STk =

] —www—



