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ABSTRACT

" Preparedness ensures success and unpreparedness
spells failure.” This old Chinese saying proves true not
only in China and foreign countries, but also in past, at
present, and in future. It is particularly true in the mili-
tary field. Therefore, this dissertation takes military
prevision, an old theme with ever renewed relevance, as
its subject of study. It will explore the approach to fore-
see the future of military activity rather than to give a
direct description of the future. In other words, the dis- .
sertation will focus on the principle and methodology of
military prevision.

On the basis of a dialectical thinking concerning
military prevision and relevant issues, the dissertation
first defines the meaning of scientific military prevision.
Military prevision is defined as the logical and creative
judgement of the future developments, process and out-
come of a certain military—natured object. Such previ-
sion is made on the basis of military practices, through
the conceptualization of laws and rules governing past
and present military activities and in accordance with the
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subject’s purposes, requirements, and capabilities.
Then the dissertation induces the fundamental features
and basic nature of military prevision. The antagonism
of military activities would be inevitably reflected in mil-
itary thinking, resulting in features different from previ-
sion in other fields. Such unique features can be found in
system composition, activity evolution, approach em-
ployment, conclusion nature, formation process, think-
ing mode, realization form, the subject’s role as well as
the object’s existence. Next, the dissertation traces the
historical evolution of the thinking mode in military pre-
vision. It is asserted that the general trend can be
summed up as from witchcraft or divination to experi-
ence duplication, then to logical reasoning, and finally
to system operations. Instinct enlightenment, a particu-
lar thinking form, plays a very special role in each of the
above stages. Next, the dissertation describes the con-
finement within which both the subject and the object
have to operate. It is argued that the consistency in mili-
tary laws, trends and ramifications, and the unity in
military cognition and prevision, provides the objective
foundation and subjective conditions for scientific mili-
tary prevision. The general laws, principles and meth-
ods governing the formation of military prevision are re-
vealed. For example, the time and spacial features of
s e



the object have to be ascertained. The whole situation is
necessarily a departure point for any military prevision.
The characteristics of and relations between opposing
sides must be dialectically analyzed. The environment,
effects of the unknown as well as the accidental factors
on a future military activity have to be fully grasped.
The future should be creatively studied and programmed
in accordance with the subject’s capability and require-
ments. Any prevision will need constant improvement
and perfection based on rational choice and practice.
Thus, objectivity, impartiality, creativity, long-term
validity, inclusiveness and room of maneuver are some
of the requirements of a solid military prevision. Philo-
sophical methods, scientific means, sets of specific in-
struments as well as particular skills combine to form
the methodology system of scientific military prevision.
A scientific and integrated employment of all these
means is needed to ensure the validity of military previ-
sion. Finally, the dissertation depicts the mechanism,
which materializes a prevision into a would-be reality.
A prevision, as the dissertation describes, first lays the
foundation for decision making, military planning, and
strategy employment. However, a prevision can not re-
alize itself until it transforms into certain military deci-
sions, plans and strategies that further transform into
- 6 P



military activities. The realization is also a dialectical
process in which the prevision guides military practice
and at the same time receives constant adjustment feed-
back from such practice.

The dissertation draws the following lessons con-
cerning military prevision methods: First, the develop-
ment of the times is calling on people to make previsions
of the future. Second, the widening of military vista and
the shift of military thinking modes form necessary pre-
conditions for solid prevision. Third, the relationship
between past, present and future should be wisely han-
dled. Fourth, the side inferior in material and technolo-
gy and defensive in strategic posture has to pay more at-
tention to the prevision of future. Using the methods
described, the dissertation elaborates on some current
key issues, including how to previse the future trend of
the new RMA, the high—tech wars and the PLA’s devel-
opment beyond the 21st century.
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