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- Section One

Lesson One

Part One

I . Read the féllowing words:

i
2.

@ 00 N O O & W

clerk [kla:k/Zklo:k] n, AR, HFER

compartment [kom'pa:tmont] n, FIEERKL
EE

Armenian [a:'mi:njon] n, WEREA

conversation [ ;konve'seifon} n, &, =i

nigger n, (J2X) A, BR

recognize ['rekognaiz] vt JAH4

treat vt, X £

lonely adj. FUEEEs MK

darkness n, HEG

7. Read the following:

BECAUSE SHE WAS A
BLACK WOMAN

Beginning Time: Minutes Seconds

Balashyan arrived in New Orleans on Sunday

3



morning on his way to Baltimore,k A clerk at the book-
ing oilice told him: “There are some seats for the
train going to Baltimore i:i half an bour ”

Soon Balashyan was sitting by the window 1n the
smoking compartment of a car, He began to iook
through the newspapers, But then he noticed a young
woman sitting at the window of the next compartment,
She was beautiful with black hair, A book lay in
front of her but she was not reading it,

At a small station the train stopped and a group
of young men in army uniform entered the car. One
of them took a seat near Balashyan,

“Are these today’s newspapersy Do you mind if I
read thems” he asked Balashyan in French,

“Not at all,” he answered,

“Are you Frenchy”

2

“No, | am Armenian,” said Balashyan,

“Oh, is that sop” the young man cried out in sur-
prise, “I’ve never met an Armenian ”

Soon everyhody knew about Balashyan and began
asking him questions: “What kind of people are the
Armeniansg Is your country far from New Orleanss?
Are the girls”in Armenia beautifulp”

But suddenly the conversation stopped, A woman’s
sharp cry had come from the next compartment They

all jumped up and hurried to see what was happening

z



there ody

This is what they saw: a tall officer was standing
in front of the young woman, shouting at ber, “I re-
peat my question,. Are you a niggerp I repeai my
question, Are you a niggers”

But the young woman said nothing,

“You arey I can recognize niggers immediately,
Where are you goings” he shouted, ‘

“Tq Baltimore to see my husband, He is in the
army too, He is leaving for France tomorrow. ”

“Why do you go in the car for white peoplep”
asked the man, i

“But there was no train with a coloured car until
evening, and I wouldn’t be able to see n;ny husband
before he left, | am the wife of a soldier who’s going
to the war together with you, How can you treat me
this wayp” and she began crying,

But the officer only laughed,

“Throw her out at the next station)” shouted one
of his comrades, 1

Here Balashyan broke in:

“Look here, gentlemen, You are officers of the
American army, You cannot leave the wife of an
American soldier in such a lonely place at this hour

of the night, ”

But one of the men pushed him aside, The train

3



stopped suddenly, The officer pulled the woman to the
door and pushed her out of the car,

Then DBalashyan ran to the door, pushed the
officer aside and jumped down too,

The train started to move, The Americans were
laughing at Balashyan, But the train moved fasterand
faster and soon it disappeared in the darkness, The
poor young woman was crying very hard,

Finishing Time: Minutes Seconds _
(478 words)

e

"W . Do the reading comprehension exercises:

1, Choose the best answer, Circle the letter of
your choice, v
1) A booking-office is a place

a. where books of all kinds are on sale,

b, where train tickets are on sale,

¢. where travellers can ask for information
HE).

d, where travellers can buy guide-books(jf
THE).

2) The smoking compartment of a car is a place

a, where passengers are allowed (42iF) to
smoke,

b, where there is a big boiler (§i4).

¢, which is full of smoke,



3)

d, where passengers are smoking,

The story took place

a_ at the railway station in New Orleans,

b, at the Baltimore station.

¢. in a'large car,

d, on a train which was on its way from
New Orleans to Baltimore.

New Orleans is

“the name of a railway station,

a.
b. the name of a village.

6)

¢, the name of a city.

d. the name of a person.

Balashyan began to look through the news-

papers, The sentence means that

a, Balashyan began to look out through the
newspapers, |

b, Balashyan was holding newspapers in
front of himself and began to look at
them

c. Balashyan was looking at the young wo-
man through the newspapers,

d. Balashyan began to read the newspapers.

“There was no ftrain with a coloured car

until evening.” The coloured car is

a. a car which is painted in colours,

b, a car which was beautifully decorated

5
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8)

c.
d.

KR .

a car for black people only,

a car for people whose skins are of dif-
firent colours,

so he pushed her out of the

car in a lonely place at night,

a,

b,

c.

d.

The officer hated woman, especially
black women

The officer looked down upon (EEARIZ)
black people

One of the officer’s comrades told him
what to do with the woman

The woman was impolite (FGRLILEY) to
the officer

, and he pushed him aside. and

jumped down after her,

a,

Balashyan hated the way the officer

treated the black woman

. Balashyan felt sorry for the officer

Balashyan saw his comrade thrown out

of the car

. Balashyan wanted to take care of the

woman

9) The young woman was crying sadly because

a,

b,

she felt lonely.
she was roughly (jZ:#h) treated and



would not be able to see her husband
before he left,
¢, she was afraid of darkness,

d. she was badly wounded,

10) A better title for the story will be

a, Balashyan and an American Officer,
b, An Officer and a Black Woman,

c. Balashyan and a Black Woman,

d, The Adventure (§) of Balashyan,

Fill in the blanks with proper words:

1

A car where passengers dine (%) is call-

ey car,

2)

4)

5)

A clerk at a booking-office iscalled a
T . clerke

To repea’r a question is to ask the same

question

It was night, The train moved faster and

faster and soon it in the

Yesterday | met with an old man

the airport, who arrived Beijing
on his way ~ Japan, I asked him
questions = Japanese He smiled and
said that he could not me. He

was an’American Chinese}

Answer the following questions:

)

Who were the group of young men in army

7



uniforms .

2) Where were they goinge

3) Why did the officer push the woman out
of the cary Did she do something wrong?

4) "Vhat did Balashyan do after the woman
was thrown out of the cars And whys

5) Why was the young woman crying so sadly?

Part Two

i . Read the following:

HOW BLACK PEOPLE CAME TO
LIVE IN AMERICA .

In the 16th century, when Europeans came in large
“aumbers to North America, there were no black people
in the New World (#-kBE). The Europeans found the
land very rich and wanted very much to get cheap
labour to exploit its natural resources, So troops were
sent from Europe to the west coast of Africa to catch
the natives (2% A). A great number of them were
killed, others were caught and chained up in ships
going to America, The captives were given very little
food and air on the long voyage across the Atlantic
QOcean Sometimes more than thirty per ecent of them
-died on the ways their bodies were thrown overboard,

8



- And the fate waiting for those who were alive was
little better than death : :

When the ships arrived at the American ports, the
black people were divided into different classes and
sold like goods in the slave markets. When a white
man bought a black slave, he at once became his
master, He had the right to beat him or work him to
death

The slaves were forced to work hard on cotton
fields or in mines for over sixteen hours a day. They
were given very bad food to eat, Ilf a slave ran away,
he might be killed by any slave-owner who found
him, That was the order of the day (FF&: M4 WG
).

The slave trade grew rapidly, During the past few
centuries, about 15 million black people were shipped
to America as slaves, The number: would be even great-
er if we included those killed on the way, The slave
traders made a lot of money,K Even more money was
made by the slave masters out of (Jheveeee H1) the hard
work of the millions of black people,

(262 words;

I . Do the reading comprehension exercises:

1. Decide according to the reading whether each

of the following statements is true or false
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