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General Editor’s Preface

The Belt and the Road Initiative was all conceived
in 2013. On September 7, 2013, Chinese President Xi
Jinping officially mentioned the blueprint in a speech at
Nazarbayev University during his visit to Kazakhstan for

the first time :

Over 2100 years ago, imperial envoy Zhang Qian
from the Han Dynasty visited Central Asia twice to open
the door to friendly contacts between China and Central
Asian countries as well as the transcontinental Silk Road
linking East and West, Asia and Europe.

My home province Shaanxi is right at the starting
point of the ancient Silk Roads. Today, as I stand here

and look back into history, I could almost hear the camel

1
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bells ringing in the mountains and see the wisps of
smoke rising from the desert. All this makes me feel dear.
Sitting on the ancient Silk Road, Kazakhstan has made
important contributions to the exchanges and cooperation
between different nationalities and cultures. This land has
witnessed a steady stream of envoys, caravans, travellers,
scholars and artisans travelling between the East and
the West. The exchanges and mutual learning thus made
possible have contributed to the progress of the human
civilization.

... Countries with differences in race, belief and
cultural background can absolutely share peace and
development. This is the valuable inspiration we have
drawn from the ancient Silk Roads.

... in order to make the economic ties closer, mutual
cooperation deeper and space of development broader
between the Eurasian countries, we can innovate the
mode of cooperation and jointly build the “Silk Road

Economic Belt”.

On Oct. 3, 2013, President Xi touched upon the
theme again in his address at the Indonesia Parliament

with the topic “Jointly Building the Twenty-First Century



