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The Perfect Dog
56 11 50y 5y

During summer vacations, I would volunteer = at the vet’s. so I'd
seen a lot of dogs. Minnie was by far the funniest-looking dog I'd ever
seen. Thin curly hair barely covered her sausage-shaped body. Her
bugged-out eyes always seemed surprised. And her tail looked like a rat’s
tail.

She was brought to the vet to be put to sleep because her owners
didn’t want her anymore. I thought Minniec had a sweet personality,
though. “No one should judge her by her looks,” I thought. So the vet
spayed - her and gave her the necessary shots. Finally, I advertised
Minnie in the local paper: “Funny-looking dog. well behaved. needs
loving family.”

When a young man called. I warned him that Minnie was strange
looking. The boy on the phone told me that his grandfather’s sixteen-
year-old dog had just died. They wanted Minnie no matter what. I gave
Minnie a good bath and fluffed~ up what was left of her seraggly = hair.
Then we waited for them to arrive.

At last, an old car drove up in front of the vet’s. Two kids raced to
the door. They scooped © Minnie into their arms and rushed her out to
their grandfather, who was waiting in the car. I hurried behind them to

see his reaction to Minnie.

volunteer [ ivplon'tia(r) ] vi. AR H
spay [sper] vt. VIBR (MEE A B (AL H
@  fluff [flaf] v, FH

@ scraggly ['skreegli] adj. E&LHY

©  scoop [skup] vr. ik
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Inside the car, the grandfather cradled Minnie in his arms and
stroked her soft hair. She licked his face. Her rat tail wagged around so
quickly that it looked like it might fly off her body. It was love at first lick.

“She’s perfect!” the old man exclaimed.

I was thankful that Minnie had found the good home that she
deserved.

That’s when 1 saw that the grandfather’s cyes were a milky white

color—he was blind.
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The Sweetest Melody
I gh T I T

There was once a lonely girl who longed so much for love. One day
while she was walking in the woods she found two starving songbirds.

She took them home and put them in a small cage. She cared them
with love and the birds grew strong. Every morning they greeted her
with a wonderful song. The girl felt great love for the birds.

One day the girl left the door to the cage open. The larger and
stronger of the two birds flew from the cage. The girl was so frightened
that he would fly away. As he flew close, she grasped him wildly. Her
heart felt glad at her success in capturing him.

Suddenly she felt the bird go limp . She opened her hand and
stared in horror at the dead bird. Her desperate - love had killed him.

She noticed the other bird moving back and forth on the edge of
the cage. She could feel his great need for freedom. He needed to soar
into the clear. blue sky.

She lifted him from the cage and tossed © him softly into the air. The
bird circled once, twice, three times. The girl watched delightedly at the
bird’s enjoyment. Her heart was no longer concerned with her loss.

She wanted the bird to be happy. Suddenly the bird flew closer and
landed softly on her shoulder. It sang the sweetest melody that she had

ever heard.

D limp [limp] adj. ¥ 5589, 108
desperate [ 'desporat] adj. 48 BEY , AW — Y] #Y
3 toss [tos] vr. .4
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Jupiter and the Sheep
ARERF 540

A sheep was once forced to submit to much harm from the other
animals. He therefore appeared before Jupiter, and begged him to
lessen his misery.

Jupiter appeared willing. and said to the sheep. “I see plainly. my
pious  creature. that I have created you too defenseless. Now choose
how I had best remedy this fault. Shall I arm your jaws with terrible
fangs and your feet with claws?”

“Oh., no!” exclaimed the sheep. “I will have nothing in common
with the beasts of prey.”

“Or.” said Jupiter, “shall I make your bite poisonous?”

“Alas!” replied the sheep. “The poisonous snakes are so sadly
detested = .”

“Well, what shall I do? Shall I plant horns on your forehead. and
give strength to your neck?”

“Nor that. gracious father; [ should then butt- like the goat.”

“At the same time you would be able to injure others, if I gave you
the means of defending yourself.”

“Should I. indeed?” sighed the sheep. “Oh! Then leave me.
merciful father. as I am. For the power of injuring would. I am
fearful, awake the desire of doing so; and it is better to suffer harm.

”

than to inflict* it.

pious [ 'paias | adj. J& Y ; S

detest [di'test | ve. K, #IR

butt [ bat | wi. DLk HEE
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Jupiter blessed the pious sheep, who ceased - from that moment his

complaints.
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