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Selected Well-known Chinese Songs
Preface

Considered one of the cradles of human civilizations,with an
land area of 9,600,000 square kilometers and a 5,000-year history,
China is the longest continuous civilization in the world. On this vast
land live 56 ethnic groups who have created this splendid culture over
thousands of years.

In ancient times, the communication between Chinese people and
other parts of the world was constrained by the country’s geography:
endless oceans to the east and south, deserts and grassland in the
north, while there is the rugged Qinghai-Tibet Plateau called “the
roof of the world”. However, our ancestors were not daunted by
difficulties or dangers. Toiling across the uninhabited desert and vast
seas, struggling over sky scraping snowy mountains and glaciers, they
established the oasis Silk Road, steppe Silk Road and maritime Silk
Road that connected China with Central Asia, South Asia, Europe, and
even Africa. As early as two thousand years ago, this demonstrated
that Chinese people were willing to communicate, to trade and to
interact with other civilizations, and to understand other cultures.
Chinese people have been following this tradition throughout history,
especially after 1970s.

Mohammed, the Islamic prophet, said, “We should seek
knowledge, even if we have to go as far as to China.” This comment
shows that in those days it was not easy to reach China from the
Middle East and the Near East. The popularity of the book, The
Travels of Marco Polo, recounting the travels of the famous Venetian
merchant, indicates that until the 13th and 14th centuries China had
been an unfamiliar land of mysteries for the Europeans. Because few
had visited China, the Europeans had no knowledge of this country

and her culture.
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Selected Well-known Chinese Songs
Preface

The situation has changed greatly in modern times. Yet, for a
variety of reasons, Chinese culture is still little known to people in the
other parts of the world. According to some statistics, during the 20th
century alone, over 100,000 works from Europe and the U.S. had been
translated and published in China. However, the number of Chinese
works translated and published in European languages is no more than
a few hundred. One reason for this unbalanced situation is the nature
of the Chinese language.

“Mundane music comes out of people’s heart,” says one passage
of The Record of Music, a Confucian classic. Arising from deep of
the heart, music is a language shared by every culture in the world,
expressing human ideas and feelings to the fullest. To some degree,
we can say that music is a common human language. Confucianism
advocates ruling the country through Liyue (rite and music). Chinese
people love music, one of the most important aspects of Chinese
culture. It expresses not only what people feel and think, but also
what people value. In order to help readers, especially foreign readers
to better understand Chinese music and thinking, I have compiled
two books: Selected Well-known Chinese Songs and Selected Well-
known Chinese Instrumental Pieces. From hundreds of thousands of
excellent Chinese music works, only 60 have been selected, including
ancient pieces as well as new ones written in modern times. Some
were created by Han people while others by ethnic minorities. I hope
that the two books will be helpful to those interested in Chinese music
culture.

From ten million Chinese songs, I selected 30 for this book,
providing a short explanatory note for each. I would like to extend

my heart-felt thanks to my sister, Du Yachen, for the translation, my
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wife, Izabella Horvath, for proofreading, and Mr. Hong Shaohua
from Soochow University Press who has made painstaking efforts
to prepare the work for publication. Their hard work and cooperation
enable the publication of these volumes.

Since it is the first bilingual publication to introduce Chinese
music, I would be very grateful for comments from my readership so

as to improve the content in future editions.

Du Yaxiong
Spring Festival of 2017
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Songs from Ancient Times (Five Pieces)
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(A lyrical song, lyrics from The Book of Songs, music from scores passed down
from the Song Dynasty 960-1279 )

2. Eighteen Pos of Hujia /013

(A narrative song, lyrics and music by Cai Wenji of the Han Dynasty 206
BC—220 AD)

3. Three Variations of a Farewell Song at Yang Pass /045
(A qin song, lyrics by Wang Wei in the Tang Dynasty 618-907)

4. Apricot Blossoms Against the Sky /059
(An art song, lyrics and music by Jiang Kui of the Song Dynasty 960-1279)

5. Manjianghong (Azolla) /069
(An ancient melody, lyrics by Yue Fei of the Song Dynasty 960-1279)

Folk Songs (Ten Pieces)

6. Jasmine /079
(A folk song of Jiangsu Province)

7. Kangding Love Song /089
(A folk song of Sichuan Province)

8. Bubbling Brook /097

(A folk song of Yunnan Province)

9.Ina Distant Land /105
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(A Tibetan folk song)



004

20 LR g fESRE (15 %)

16. ARG (X1 FR37 RTted ) /161
17. ¥l (%439 kW) /169

18. LB EIITH (miid FFw) /177

19. ZH SR (B kZ2i#Hd) /185

20. FROBAHIE ( 2399, W) /193

21 FomHLE (A3 xlmer) /201

22 iERATHEIEE (F73E xR ) /209
23 FEMR, hiE (EiRia Ffkad ) /217
24, EMM IR (KAedd B Rl )
25. BF R (GkAmgid wakw) /231

26. TEA R HEF | (FRmeskia ek ) /237
27 /NI (AR FdEEw ) /243

28. FomlE R (RF—33, W) /251

29. BT LI ARG IR (3R & -F33 skBavn ) /259

30. EHEHIHL (FT4EE A ) /267



Selected Well-known Chinese Songs
Contents

Songs Created in the 20th Century (Fifteen Pieces)
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(Lyrics by Liu Bannong, music by Zhao Yuanren)
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(Lyrics by An E, music by Ren Guang)
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(Lyrics by Qu Cong, music by Zheng Qiufeng)
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(Lyrics by Huohua, music by Alteng Aole)
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(Lyrics by Zhang Jiayi, music by Tian Ge)
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(Lyrics by Chen Xiaoguang, music by Shi Guangnan)
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(Lyrics by Zhuang Nu, music by Weng Qingxi)
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FHEHE F2E RRAERE
A lyrical song, lyrics from The Book of Songs, music from scores
passed down from the Song Dynasty (960-1279)



