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The Qiu Shi Science and Technologies Foundation was founded in 1994 by Mr.
Cha Chi Ming and his family to support science and technology in China. I had
the good fortune of being invited to participate as one of the advisors. For the
past twelve years, it has been most satisfying for me to observe the advances
and accomplishments made by Chinese scientists in science and technology. In
the field of biology and medicine in which I have some expertise, their accom-
plishments have been numerous and [ will highlight a few who have been hon-
ored by the Qiu Shi Foundation.

From the beginning, the Foundation paid tribute to prominent scientists in their
respective fields. In biomedical science, Professor Tan Jiazhen was recognized
for his world renowned contributions to genetics. He has also trained many
students who have become leading geneticists around the world. This was
followed by the recognition of Professor Wang Zhen-Yi, a hematologist who
introduced all-trans retinoic acid to achieve an effective treatment for a form of
acute leukemia that was previously rapidly fatal. The medication caused the
cancer cells to differentiate into mature cells and his work opened a new ap-
proach of treating malignant diseases. Professor Zhu Chen did much of the
work to understand the mechanism of this treatment and also introduced ar-
senic trioxide to treat this leukemia. The use of these two drugs to treat this
form of leukemia has become the gold standard worldwide. A famous
neuroscientist, Professor Chen Lin was also honored. His work on visual per-
ception has greatly advanced our knowledge of how the brain functions in this
manner. Another important advance was made by Professor Yang Huanming
who led the team to sequence the rice genome which increases our under-

standing of its genomic structure and may allow improvement in rice quality.



Research awards were given by the Foundation to young scientists, many of
whom have become leaders in biomedical science in China. Prominent among
them are Professor Chen Zhu, who is now the Vice President of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences and who was elected a foreign associate of the National
Academy of Sciences of the USA for his research contributions. Professor Liu
Depei became the President of Peking Union Medical College and the current

President of the Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences.

The award meetings are held jointly with the Chinese Association of Science
and Technology(CAST).Professor Zhou Guangzhao,the President of CAST,
and an advisor of this Foundation,held these ceremonies in different cities in
China.in order to bring the message of science and technology to many regions
of China.Since 2000,the Foundation has been giving awards to Ph.D.students
in many universities in China.This is an important plan for the advancement of

science and technology as the future depends on the young generation.

[ am most gratified with the success of the Chinese scientists so far. The level
of biomedical science research has increased significantly and continues to
rise. One only has to look at the scientific publications in leading biology and
medical journals where Chinese scientists appear as major contributors in al-
most every issue. The future of biomedical research in China is bright and T am
confident that contributions by her scientists will continue to important advances

in biomedical sciences in the coming years.
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