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Preface

A touch of age and life with camera

Li Ge, President of the China Photographers Association

Jiamin and I have been colleagues for
years. He is an honest, modest and low-profile
photographer, who is especially an exploiter,
explorer and practitioner in the field of
photojournalism.

Over the past more than three decades, he
tirelessly traveled across the vast territory of
China to photograph on the spot: he was the
first photojournalist from the People’s Daily
arriving at the scene the day when Wenchuan
earthquake took place in 2008; he took
precious photos during nearly ten days of
maritime drill of Chinese Navy's "Weishanhu"
supply ship; he is the only journalist from the
People’s Daily who has well fulfilled interview
tasks at both summer Olympics and winter
Olympics; he is one of the photojournalists
who spent most time on and published largest
amount of press release on grassroots-level
interviews; he spends at least two thirds of
a month in making interviews at factories and
rural areas and publishes one press photo every
three days on the average. Those precious
historical moments captured by him: Chinese
volleyball team ace spiker Zhu Ting's smashing
at the Rio 2016 Summer Olympics, opening of
the allegedly most beautiful high-speed railway
Hefei-Fuzhou High-speed Railway, China-
Russia joint military drills in the South China
Sea, launching of the Long March 5 Series
Launch Vehicle, Chinese athlete Wu Dajing's
winning the first gold medal for Chinese team
at the Pyeongchang Winter Olympics, to name
just a few, are splendid moments glittering in
people's deep memory, which have now become

significant and profound historical witnesses.

As a photojournalist, Jiamin spent decades
walking throughout the country, recording
numerous extraordinary moments facing him
and creating a personal image bank consisting
of hundreds of thousands of photos under the
theme "China Walk, China Record". More
importantly, he fully expressed his personal
love, passion and understanding of society, era,
country and nation through photography as a
unique perspective. Tens of thousands of press
photos reflect a photojournalist's thinking about
society, life and humanity, which also embody a
multi-directional, three-dimensional, passionate
and profound interpretation of contemporary
reality in China's transformation. With half
of his life, which is rich and substantial, and
documentary photography with the spirits of the
times, Jiamin solidly creates a magnificent view
of China's reform and opening-up over the past
decades for us.

Born in 1960 in the city of Jiyuan in north
China's Henan province, Jiamin led a tough
life in his childhood. He was once a peasant,
dung picking worker and coal miner when
he was a young man. He almost experienced
all the toughness of grass-root life. In the late
1980s, he was lucky enough to come across
photojournalism. The magical and glamorous
documentary photography settled this young
man with a firm direction for his future.

Undoubtedly, Jiamin was well prepared
before starting his path of photojournalism under
the theme "China Walk, China Record". When
he just began his career as a photojournalism in

his early years, he spoke his mind and declared
that he wanted to record change of the times, to
pay close attention to the public's destiny and
to participate in national rejuvenation. Over the
past decades as a photojournalist, he had been
extremely enthusiastic about'earth-shaking
historical moments and also treating ordinary
daily life with full respect. He never forgot to
present our ordinary life through camera. As
he puts it, "That's the most sincere and realest
expression of the era."

There's no doubt that Jiamin has his creation
planning and ideal. As a journalist, he needs to
fulfill designated tasks most of the time. But
as a photographer aspiring to create his own
image bank of documentary photojournalism,
he has been dreaming about finishing tasks
designated by the People’s Dairly and making
his ideal of "China Walk, China Record" come
true at the same time. He then contrived a
practicable and sustainable photography plan
and began to carry it out quietly. He even made
detailed technical arrangements for the plan:
he made comprehensive understanding of local
politics, economy and culture before going out
for photographing every time. When he arrived
at the destination, he made time for wandering
about the streets, chatting with ordinary people
and visiting people's homes to know local
conditions and customs.

Jiamin's creation has always been based on
the masses. A journalist won't create substantial
images no matter how gorgeous they look nor
powerful dictions no matter how ornate they
are if he cuts himself off from the masses, if
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he does not use his feet for measurement nor
perceives with his heart. Jiamin firmly believes
that a real recorder must use his heart and
emotions. He chose to photograph by walk in a
bid to force himself to think while walking, to
discover while walking, to record what he sees
while walking and to experience changes of
the era on foot. He once confirmedly declared:
"My creation will always be combined with the
development of the era and I won't stop seeking
inexhaustible sources for my creation from life."

From Jiamin's photojournalism practice,
we can see that what he pursues is not a
genre or a style, but a thought, a spirit and
an attitude. Jiamin insists that the glamour
of photojournalism lies in the photographer's
flaming passions about the current era, as well
as close observation and mild touch of this
complicated world. Therefore, we could clearly
perceive from Jiamin's all photography works
that the photographer not only has profound
knowledge and sharp insight, but also has a
correct humanistic attitude and stand gained
under certain cultural background, righteous
passionate anticipations about China's reality
and human being's reality and future, and full
expectations about freedom of human mind,
historic and cultural connotation hidden behind
the images as well as emotional expression
and humanity development via the images.
He knows it well that only in this way can his
"China Walk, China Record" photojournalism
have realistic shocking effect and long-lasting
historical appeal.

We may not be able to have a detail

12@

description of Jiamin's gigantic photography
plan. But every one of his over one hundred
thousand photos enables us to get a glimpse
of his observation of subtle emotions of the
photographed as well as his emotional touch of
them. From his photos we can see that he has
travelled across China and photographed heroes,
models, laborers and constructors living deep
in this vast land. He walks and shoots. Jiamin
did not set a specific theme for photographing
each time. But there is a natural and distinct
theme for his photography filled with the logic
of life, the logic of the era and the logic of this
changing world.

Jiamin said frankly that every time he
went out and picked up his camera, he could
always find something that appealed to him
and he also tried to photograph it as a record
of the era. He said he has been adhering to that
faith, which is a respectful praise of the era, the
country and people's vitality. He thinks while
walking and he uses photography to present
the relationship between man and space and
man and environment, to present mental state
of figures, to discover neglected details of life
and to experience and understand how great our
era is and how proud and lucky we are to live
in this era. Jiamin said the past four decades
witnessed the fastest development of China over
the past century. As a photojournalist, he said he
was lucky enough to capture dramatic changes
of China over the past four decades of historical
value. He said he had been keeping an eye on
the present progress of China's development
and reform over the past decades. Therefore,

photos without a clear theme at that time can be
expressed in a clear theme when being viewed
as a whole after decades of era development.
A new spiritual experience and compulsive
excitement would come about by reviewing
these photos today for our era, for our country
and for the photographed.

What Jiamin is showing us today is his
latest creation the Seething Red Land which is
a group of vivid documentary photos showing
the achievements made by Chinese in African
country the Republic of Guinea as well as
the glamour of West Africa. By opening this
illustrated album and appreciating artistic
and dynamic pictures, you will not only be
delighted visually, but also harvest spiritual
enjoyment. Words are powerless facing these
pictures. Viewing and reading the works is most
important. Jiamin shows us what happens on
that remote red land with his camera, his careful
observation and a unique perspective. As Henri
Cartier-Bresson put it, "To me, photography is
the simultaneous recognition, in a fraction of a
second, of the significance of an event as well
as of a precise organization of forms which give
that event.its proper expression. To photograph,
it is to put on the same line of sight the head,the
eye and the heart." Jiamin pursues this goal in
the field of photojournalism. An eternal goal and
a gentle concern both echo through the camera
and in our ears. This may be the glamour of
photojournalism.
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