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Recommended Learning Strategies

e For Part One ( VOA) .

1.

[SSTEN S

=

6.

Listen for yourself as homework.

Listen as many times as you like and fill in the missing words.

After you have all the keys, put aside the book, and listen again. Be sure to grasp all the
words and understand the whole passage without referring to the book.

For those poor in listening, do the dictation, paragraph by paragraph.

. Words and expressions are listed for review, better understanding and reinforcement

instead of finding the missing words. Locate them in the text, and make sure you
understand them correctly.

Complete the other two tasks: imitation and retelling.

e For Part Two and Part Three (CBS, ABC, NBC, etc. ).

1.

[\

® N o ! AW

9.

Close the book. Take out a piece of paper. Watch the video two or three times. While
you are watching, write down the key words you have heard. Answer the questions at the
beginning of each text, and watch again to check your understanding.

Open the book, start to listen and fill in the blanks. Listen as many times as you like.
For any confusing sounds, check your dictionary.

Compare your answers with the keys, and correct all the mistakes.

Consult the dictionary for the meaning of any confusing word or expression in the text.
Write down useful words and expressions in your notebook, and review frequently.
Close the book, watch again, and make sure you understand every part.

Read the text. Read aloud as many times as necessary to familiarize yourself with the
pronunciation of proper nouns ( names of people or places) and some words you might
find it hard to pronounce.

Complete the other two tasks: translation and retelling.

10. Watch or listen again every other week to reinforce memorization.

11. Words and expressions are listed for review, better understanding and reinforcement

instead of finding the missing words. Locate them in the text, and make sure you
understand them correctly. Task 3 ( Sentences Translation) should never be read before

the completion of previous tasks.
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], Alibaba Buys Sourh China Morming Post
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Alibaba Group announced last week that it is buying

the South China Morning Post (SCMP) .
It is the English-language newspaper in Hong Kong.

Joe Tsai is executive ( #.17469) chairman of Alibaba Group. He said

in a to SCMP readers that Alibaba wants the newspaper to offer “accurate

and fair” reporting that will global understanding of China.

The company said this will help Alibaba’s . Alibaba believes that

“negative reports about China in the Western news media are hurting the company’s

”

, which are listed in the U. S. , reported The New York Times.

The New York Times said that Alibaba has agreed to pay about $266 million to
the South China Morning Post. This is a “small outlay( 7F % )" for Alibaba, which has
revenue (JLA ) of $12 billion, according to The Times.

The purchase follows other media by Alibaba, reported Reuters. In

June, the company agreed to pay $194 million for a stake( # 4 ) in the China Business News,

a financial media

The South China Morning Post, which is 112 years old, had been

financially. SCMP, its owner, was criticized for *shaping its of China with

a more positive stance( 53% ) than other outlets( 7 % )", according to TechCrunch. The New

York Times the SCMP as “a frayed ( X, @ 28 4% 49 ) institution with a

depleted (% #f75%, V" #9) newsroom” and a readership ( 7 % ).
Alibaba plans to make all the articles free on SCMP’s

Some compared Alibaba’s purchase of SCMP to Amazon’s

of The Washington Post in 2013. The Washington Post is one of the most

famous newspapers in the United States. Jeff Bezos, who Amazon. com,

paid $250 million for the newspaper, reported The Wall Street Journal.

The deal showed “the newspaper industry’s economic decline and the

from old media to Silicon Valley” , according to The Wall Street Journal.
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Last week, the Las Vegas Review-Journal , the largest newspaper in Nevada, was

for $140 million. Billionaire Sheldon Adelson, who owns casinos and is a

donor to the Republican Party, bought the paper.

The Review-Journal has a slant( & /% ) that “aligns with( 2 £ )
Republicans often than Democrats” , reported The Washington Post. The
paper also has “outsize( # X 5 49) political " in Nevada, according to The

New York Daily News.
I'm Mary Gotschall. (VOA-20151226)
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& / Words and expressions

giant Bk Silicon Valley 7%
acquire KT casino 1%
shape ¥TiE  BiE (v ) conservative  {R5FHY

newsroom FEREE

ml;zz Imitate the recording sentence by sentence.

'EM; Retell the news in your own words.

2 » Museum of American Diplomacy

* ®* % % % * ® & % & & % & * & * * * ¥ * & * ® % * %

‘l Listen to the recording and fill in the blanks.

Consider this: There are more than 400 museums in the U. S. that celebrate the history of
the military.

But not a one devoted to American diplomacy ( 4}7%).

That’s about to change.

A new museum celebrating the history of American diplomacy is
at the U. S. Department of State. The U. S. Diplomacy Center (USDC) will feature( yL------
J4F &) 238 years of American diplomatic history, as well as an education area for

s




students interested in diplomatic

“The USDC project is unprecedented ( 7] F7 & # 49 ) —the nation’s first education center

and museum dedicated to inspiring and educating the public about the

history , practice and of American diplomacy,” said Kathy A. Johnson,
Director of the USDC.
The U. S. Diplomacy Center has collected over 6,200 objects to in the

new 20,000-square-foot museum. Among them is a of the Berlin Wall,
after it fell in 1989.

“Diplomacy is not quite the world’s oldest , but it remains one of the

most misunderstood,” wrote William Burns, a veteran( %7 49) American diplomat.

Burns recently after spending 33 years at the U. S. Department of
State. He is of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace( - A &
Frfef A eR).

The work of American diplomats “has never been more important or more P

he wrote in Foreign Policy in October 2014.

However, the American public may not be of the contributions of American
diplomacy.

Sometimes it is the simple things that can start a diplomatic . Among
the museum’s collection is a ping-pong paddle ( # 34 ) given to Secretary of
State Henry Kissinger by Chinese table tennis champion Zhuang Zedong in 2007. Zhuang's

meeting with a member of the U. S. table tennis in 1971 led to
“ping-pong diplomacy” with China during the 1970s, said the USDC.

Kissinger’s diplomacy led to a historic accord ( 4 24 ) between China and the United
States. It was the first U. S. with China since the Communists had come to

The museum will show the of American diplomats from

the earliest days of the country. Benjamin Franklin, for example, was America’s first U. S.
diplomat who support for the American Revolution and negotiated (% #] ) peace
with Great Britain.

Although the USDC is still under construction, it has a
Their Facebook and Twitter posts showcase( /& =) USDC artifacts( L4 ) ,

dates in U. S. diplomatic history, and their ongoing education programs.
In addition, the USDC website Discover Diplomacy about 140,000

visitors per month. It “provides snapshots of work that U. S. diplomats

on a variety of issues around the world” , according to the USDC.

The new museum will have a special devoted to education. Students

can mock ( #2169 ) diplomatic talks. The goal is to
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young people to pursue careers in diplomacy. There will also be interactive maps and displays to

how an embassy ( kX {# /%) functions.

“We are building with universities and community

colleges around the country that will enable us to conferences, programs,

and media tools tailored ( i 4~) to a student audience,” said Johnson.
Building started on the museum in 2014. Secretary of State John Kerry,

five former Secretaries of State, were present for the ceremony. Once all the

and design plans are completed, the museum open in 2017,

said a spokesman for the project.

Private sector donors ( 47 1% # ) have $47 million to build the

museum, according to the Diplomacy Center Foundation. The Foundation is a

organization that is raising the money for the museum from various ,

individuals and foundations. It still needs to raise an $20 million.
I’'m Mary Gotschall. (VOA-20151214)

@ / Words and expressions

interactive EXRA snapshot (5l

dedicate HhHT non-profit JEEFIEH

display Br(v.) raise {1 » 5=

come to power AL; B be projected to do sth. FiitHiE=
¥ongoing EEHTHH,FHEN ; P

Imitate the recording sentence by sentence.

Task3 Retell the news in your own words.

4is;



