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Abstract

The international climate process has gone through an extraordinary course in
the past year. Although the Paris Agreement took effect on 4™ November 2016,
there is still a long way to go to implement the Paris Agreement through international
cooperation. China, as a responsible large country, firmly fulfills its international
obligations, actively launches ecological civilization construction, and practices
green low-carbon development. On the occasion of the 23™ Session of the
Conference of Parties ( COP23) to the UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change in Bonn, Germany, Annual Report on Actions to Address Climate Change
(2017) ; Firmly Promoting the Implementation of the Paris Agreement is published with a
new topic.

This book is divided into seven sections. The first section is general report ,
providing a brief review of the latest developments and important events in the
international and China climate process over the past year and emphasizing that the
Paris Agreement is a hard-won achievement. Although the path of international
climate change is full of twists and turns, we still need to face to the future and
forge ahead.

The second section isquantitative analysis of related indexes of climate change.
The Green Book launched two quantitative assessment indices for the first time.
Firstly, “ Low-carbon Leadership Index”, selects G20 member countries as
evaluation objects, from three dimensions including political will, policy action and
emission reduction for comprehensive evaluation by more than ten indicators.
Secondly, “Resilient City Index on Heavyrain” . The pilot cities of 30 provincial
cities in China and more than 40 cities of sponge cities and climate adaptation cities
are evaluated. From the two dimensions of urban adaptability index and storm-
induced risk index, the indexes are divided into three categories: high resilience,

medium resilience and low resilience. The aim of these two quantitative assessment
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indexes does not only lies in ranking result, but rather providing a new perspective
for the study and observation.

The third section focuses on international climate progress with six articles,
deeply analyzing the development and influence of the international climate process
from different perspectives. For example, the IPCC Sixth Assessment has made
new progress, 1.5 °C special report caught much attention, the 46”plenary session
adopted the report outline of three working groups, and scientific assessment and
political interaction constantly interacted. As another example, after the United
States Trump government came to power, the US climate policy has changed
greatly. President Trump announced to with draw the Paris Agreement, which
brings lots of uncertainty and adverse impacts on the international climate
governance. In the new situation of international climate governance after the Paris
Agreement, how to re-understand China’s status and its role, promote South-South
cooperation, all these issues are worth thinking in depth.

The fourth section focuses on domestic actions on climate change with eight
articles, making analysis from risks and adverse effects brought by China’s
understanding and actions to climate change, as well as relevant policies to promote
green low-carbon development in China. For example, carbon trading market, as
a policy tool to promote energy conservation and emission reduction by market
mechanism, needs to improve its top design, and national carbon market which
will launch in 2017 is facing many challenges in concrete practices. For another
example, since China starts its sponge city construction and adaptive city pilots,
pilot cities actively explore and make new progress with its local real situation, and
need to sum up experience and promote their application. Again, with the
popularity of bicycle sharing and the introduction of a series of related management
policies, low-carbon transportation relates each person’s daily life, drawing high
great social concern.

The fifth section is “the Belt and Road” column with five articles exploring
international climate cooperation and promoting green “the Belt and Road”
construction from different aspects. For example, assessing climate risks faced by
countries along the routes of “the Belt and Road”, exploring international

cooperation in disaster prevention and mitigation, and building global energy
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Abstract a

Internet. In May 2017, China hosted the first “ Belt and Road” Forum for
International Cooperation in Beijing, attracting worldwide attention. Green “the
Belt and Road” is an inevitable choice of “the Belt and Road” construction,
which will have bright prospects.

The sixth section selects five research reports related to addressing climate
change with broad contents, which includes which climate risks will be faced by
2022 Olympic Winter Games in Beijing and how to deal with. In September
2017, the 13" session of the Parties to the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification held in Ordos, Inner Mongolia. Addressing climate change is
closely linked to the prevention of land desertification, requiring collaborative
governance. Sea-level rise caused by climate change seriously threats social and
economic development over coastal areas. Shanghai is as one of largest developed
cities in China, its experience is worth learning from.

The last section of this book collects data of social, economic, energy and
carbon emissions in selected countries and regions, as well as data of global and
Chinese meteorological disasters in 2016, which will provide reference for the

readers.

Keywords: The Paris Agreement; International Climate Governance; IPCC;

Mitigation; Adaption
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