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Unit 1

Part A Silk Road

I . Pre-reading Tasks

1. What do you know about the Belt and Road Initiative?
2. Choose the best answer to complete the following sentences.
(1) The “Silk Road” on land in Chinese history is a famous commercial road
leading China to I
A. Western Asia and Europe B. Africa
C. Southeast Asia D. Mediterranean Coast
(2)In ancient China, the famous navigator, Zheng He, was ordered to sail
west as far as .
A. the Indian Ocean coast and the Red Sea coast
B. the Indian Ocean coast and the east coast of Africa
-C. the Red Sea coast and the east coast of Africa
D. Persia and the Red Sea Coast
(3) The Silk Road, in fact, was put forward by Ferdinand von Richthofen,

a(n) geologist in the 19" century.
A. American B. Japanese
C. German D. Italian

(4) The main means of transport on the ancient land Silk Road was

A. yak B. camel and horse
Cilox cart D. deer
(5) was sent to the Western regions by the emperor in Han Dynasty?
A. Zhang Qian B. Jian Zhen
G Ban Gru D. Liu Bang

(6)On September 7th, 2013, President Xi Jinping proposed to build the Silk
Road Economic Belt in I
A. Pakistan B. Tajikistan
C. Kyrgyzstan D. Kazakhstan



—> Reading Skill
Focus on the newspaper:guessing the meaning from context

When confronted with English newspapers or magazines, we may be
stuck by our shortage of vocabulary and thus cannot understand what these
materials are about. The first thing we do to understand a difficult word is to
look it up in a dictionary. Nevertheless, there are actually many other
techniques we can use to get the meaning of a word. One of the practical
techniques is guessing the meaning from context, No matter what level we
are in, we may often come across difficult words in materials that we are
exposed to. Inferring and guessing meanings of .unfamiliar words is an
effective strategy.

Guessing from the context refers to the ability to infer the meaning of a
word using contextual clues. These clues may be purely linguistic or
situational :

Linguistic context: the linguistie environment in which a word is used
within a text.

Situational context: extra linguistic elements that contribute to ‘the
construction of meaning. This may involve the background knowledge of the
subject.

Thus we can infer the meaning of an unknown word according to: the
meaning of the words before or after it, the way the word is formed,
background knowledge of the subject and the situation, etc.

Techniques for guessing

Texts are often full of redundancy., so we can use the relation between
different items within a text to get the meaning. Our prior knewledge of the
world may also contribute to understanding what an expression means.

1. Synonyms and definitions:
a. New houses, large schools, modern factories, more horses and sheep—
everything we saw signs of prosperity.
b. Mary’s bubbly personality—her enthusiasm, her lively actions, her
excitement at new ideas always attracted people.

c. Anthropology is the scientific study of people, society and culture.



a

2. Antonym and contrast:

a. He loved her so much for being so kind to him, by contrast, he
abhorred her mother.

b. Andrew is one of the most supercilious men I know, his brother, in
‘contrast, is quite humble and modest.

3. Example:

a. The consequences of epochal events such as wars and great scientific
discoveries are not confined to a small geographical area as they were in
the past.

b. Doctors -suggest that everybody should exercise everyday, especially
those do sedentary work like reading, typing and sewing.

4, Cause and effect:

a. Tom is considered an autocratic administrator, because he makes
decisions without seeking the opinions of others.

b. He was disrespectful towards other members, that’s why he was sent
off and penalized.

5. General knowledge:

a. The door was so low that I hit my head on the lintel.

b. Mark got on the motorbike, I sat behind on the pillion, and we roared
off into the night.

These techniques help us get the meaning of words or at least narrow

down the possible meanings.

Silk Road
By Charlie Campbell®

On China’s remote western frontier with Kazakhstan®, yurts and camels

re silhouetted® against a piercing blue sky. Yet the most striking image rising

@ Charlie Campbell: 2 # « IR (R A ) e ik L3 R WS 5 1988 F A .

2 Kazakhstan: W5 5% 5@ {7 30 AL A0 A F o 0 P9 i [, th St A 1 dpe ok ) o i )

@ silhouette: . to project on a background, such as a screen, like a silhouette fii 52 BL T .

iff 52 S5 B



from the desert is an entirely new city. Founded four years ago, Khorgos? is
poised to become the world’s busiest inland port, a vital link in China’s epochal
plan to re-create the Silk Road.

There's a free-trade zone that welcomes 30 000 traders daily and an
industrial complex of factories where manufacturers enjoy perks? like two
years of free rent courtesy of the Chinese government. At the customs gate,
trucks line up stacked with agricultural equipment and huge cross sections of
blue industrial piping as blurry-eyed drivers chain-smoke® out of the cab
windows. “Today, the ground of Khorgos is mud,” says Guo Jianbin, deputy
director of the Khorgos Economic Development Zone administration
committee, accenting his words with a booted stamp. “But soon it will be
paved with gold.”

Khorgos is a linchpin in Chinese President Xi Jinping's signature Belt and
Road Initiative. Formerly known as One Belt One Road, it’s a rekindling of the
ancient Silk Road through a staggeringly® ambitious plan to build a network of
highways, railways, ports and pipelines linking Asia via the Middle East to
Europe and south to Africa. The land “belt” takes cargo, in large part via
Khorgos, through Eurasia. A maritime “road” links coastal Chinese cities via a
series of ports to Africa and the Mediterranean. In all, 900 projects have been
earmarked® at a cost of $900 billion, according to the China Development
Bank. There's the $480 million Lamu deep-sea port in Kenya, which will
eventually be connected via road, railway and pipeline to landlocked South
Sudan and Ethiopia and right across Africa to Cameroon’s port of Douala. A

new $ 7.3 billion pipeline from Turkmenistan® will bring China an extra 15

@®  Khorgos: HE /R G0 5 S 45 T b [ 7 6 0 BL 0 5% o 11 3R M 8 208 SR 307 T 00 — > i % 11
1 o 55 6 % 5 30T 2L R 2 R I A
@ perk: n. an incidental benefit awarded for certain types of employment (especially if it is

regarded as a right) ZAMHEIG (FF i) L AM R

@ chain-smoke: v. to smoke one cigarette after another 1% % A Wy b 3 75 A
@ staggeringly: adv. extremely MEDLE {5 2 AN ZE G

@

earmark:v. to give or assign a resource to a particular person or cause 45 & & ;s Fric
Turkmenistan: =/ & W73, bz B 52, 02 S5 0000 B2 A0 [ 2 — 956 01 1 44 B Ol 4 )
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billion cubic meters of gas annually.

Not since the hordes of Genghis Khan galloped west in the 13th century
has China harbored such sweeping transnational ambitions—although this time,
instead of ashes and sun-bleached bones. it plans to leave harbors, pipelines
and high-speed rail in its wake?, “Exchange will replace estrangement, mutual
learning will replace clashes, and coexistence will replace a sense of superiority,”
Xi told the opening of the Belt and Road Forum in Beijing in May.

It's a vision of inclusive globalization that bolsters Chinese leadership
credentials® at a time when the U.S. is wavering on its international commitments,
Belt and Road aims to reach 65 countries, covering 70% of the planet’s
population, three-quarters of its energy resources, a quarter of goods and
services and 28% of global GDP—some $ 21 trillion. Beijing’s rationale is
clear: there are large, resource-rich nations within its reach, with a severe
infrastructure” deficit, and China has the resources bind them to it. By
boosting connectivity. China can spur growth, gain access to" valuable natural
resources and create new markets for its goods. In March, China's Commerce
Minister Zhong Shan said Chinese {irms had already contributed 180 000 jobs
and nearly $ 1.1 billion in tax revenue along the Belt and Road. Increasing
numbers of Chinese engineers, crane operators and steel smelters stand to reap
the benefits of maturing projects. “You'll have a China that really sits at the
beating heart strategically and economically of this most important part of the
world,” says professor Nick Bisley, an Asia expert at Australia’s L.a Trobe
University.

For Xi, that's the rightful position of the world’s most populous nation
and its second-biggest economy after the U.S. China's recent history has
lurched® from colonization to devastating war and then collectivized economic

turmoil, poverty and political strife. No longer. Today. Chinese companies

@ in one's wake: El;ﬁ...... ; ;ﬁ{......)ﬁ *gj"’ ‘F

credential; 7. a document attesting to the truth of certain stated facts [ 8% FH & 8 {5 1%
AR UE A5 5 CRAE 55 338 22 1) 16 -5

@ infrastructure: n. the basic structure or features of a system or organization & fill B jifi ; Jt
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own storied?” European soccer teams, a major Hollywood film studio and New
York's Waldorf Astoria hotel. China has the most solar panels, wind turbines,
and high-speed rail in the world. When. in January. Xi became the first
Chinese leader to address the World Economic Forum in Davos, he presented
an image of a confident. globalist, responsible power. helping to set
international rules of trade and environmental standards. Opening the 19"
Congress of the Chinese Communist Party on Oct, 18, Xi announced. “It is
time for us to take center stage® in the world.”

This vision contrasts starkly? with U.S. President Donald Trump, who
can’t pass his own $1 trillion plan to rebuild the nation’s crumbling roads,
bridges and electricity grid, despite the fact that. the vast majority of
Americans recognize the need. Trump’s nixing® of American involvement in the
Trans-Pacific Partnership trade agreement has weakened the U.S. as a Pacific
power, and his announcement of America’s withdrawal from the Paris climate
accord left the world looking to China for leadership.

Restoring the lost grandeur of the Silk Road has myriad® challenges, of
course, chiefly the questionable economics of pouring millions of dollars into
some of the world’s poorest and least stable nations. Falling commodity prices
have undermined some projects, while others are vulnerable to shifting political
winds in host countries. The scale of the challenge is evident in Khorgos,

6

through which trains now chug® on a 7 000-mile journey from 27 Chinese
manufacturing hubs® to 11 cities in Europe. It's the world’s longest
international freight line, broadly following the path of the old Silk Road

caravans that lugged pistachios, ivory and dates to eager markets in the West.

@ storied: adj. having an illustrious past; having stories as indicated f& BLH 47 & (1] 50+ 2
R

@ take center stage: to attract attention onto oneself T G HAEF M08 H A

@ starkly: adwv. in a stark manner or in sharp outline or contrast g , 43 B i

@ nix: v. to refuse, inhibit, forbid %% || ; i 4

® myriad: adj. too numerous to be counted JCELHY ; FFh 1

® chug: v. to make a dull, explosive sound % H{ (3522 i 818 /49 56 75 s R4 I 25 ) g
I g b, iy 3

@ hub: n. a center of activity or interest or commerce or transportation; a focal point around

which events revolve &4l ; H .0 B4



Guo says 2 050 cargo trains passed by Khorgos last year. and he is confident
that the goal of 5 000 for 2017 is achievable.

Khorgos sits on the edge of the Taklamakan Desert”. The land is so
inhospitable that it is nicknamed the “Sea of Death.” Herodotus® wrote in his
Histories of griffins guarded golden treasure at the craggy northern extreme,
and that the North Wind gushed from one of its mountain caves. It remains one
of the most remote spots on earth: Khorgos lies just 100 miles from the
Eurasian pole of inaccessibility—the farthest point on earth from any ocean.

Today, the Taklamakan fills part of China’s westernmost autonomous
region of Xinjiang, which borders seven Central and South Asian nations and is
thus the central hub for Belt and Road’s land portion. A total of 3 500 miles of
the ancient Silk Road passes through this Alaska-size territory, where the
Taklamakan’s dunes to the south are separated from a lush northern prairie by
a central spine of meringue-peaked® mountains.

Economic questions also plague many aspects of the initiative. Moving
goods to Europe by rail through Khorgos is two to three times the cost of sea
freight, with twice the carbon footprint, while only cutting transport times
from eastern Chinese factories to Europe in half—18 days compared with 35 by
sea. Few goods would benefit from this time-saving for the extra cost:
perishable fruit or pharmaceuticals are flown by air to minimize spoilage;
electronics and household wares are dispatched by the cheapest method possible
to maximize profits,

Compounding matters, while China sends clothes, electronics and building
materials through Khorgos to the West, those same “cargo trains are coming

el

back empty,” says the official Guo. Europe isn’t a cost-effective destination,

and the economies of Central Asia are weak. At the Khorgos free-trade zone,

® Taklamakan Desert: ¥ B FWE I FHB|E BN E R AT b0, BPERAN
VB R R+ AP EME RSB RN, BNV ERTEKY 1 000 TX, /it
FE 2 400 Tk, mARIXL 33 TTF T T kK.
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only 10% of traders come from Kazakhstan. While the Chinese browse mink
furs, Georgian red wine and Siberian honey, the Kazakhs queue for rust-bucket
minibuses clutching plastic chairs, cheap bedding and sneakers. “Ninety-nine
percent of our customers are Chinese.” says Lian Gang. the manager of a duty-
free shop in the trade zone.

When Xi first announced the initiative in Almaty in 2013, commodity
prices were at historic highs. But they have now fallen precipitously”. China is,
of course, big enough to handle a few white elephants. Its meteoric rise over
the past three decades was engineered® on exactly this massive state-
championed approach to financing. China has the resources:its GDP was $ 11.2
trillion last year, with growth at a slowing though héalthy 6.7%, and a trade
surplus of $48.5 billion in August. The combined fund allocated to the Belt
and Road Initiative from the Silk Road fund, Asian Infrastructure Investment
Bank®(AIIB), New Development Bank, China Development Bank, Export-
Import Bank of China and the nation’s humanitarian aid budget add up to $ 269
billion. The rest of the estimated $ 900 billion for the initiative must come via
private Chinese banks and contributions by host countries. Beijing "has
enormous centralized power to get things done, including offering myriad
incentives for business that embrace Belt and Road. Still, there are dangers.
“The Chinese are very possibly taking on commitments that will exceed their
ability to fund in a period of dramatically slowing growth,” says Scott W,

Harold, a China expert for Rand Corp®.

precipitously: adwv. very suddenly and to a great degree BE Y ; BE SR H . H-F 2k b

engineer; wv. to design as an engineer or plan and direct(a complex undertaking) % it . %
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