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Kilns — the Carrier of Ceramic Culture

Jingdezhen, the Porcelain City, has long been known for its ceramics. For thousands
of years, this small town in the south of Yangtze River, free of warfare and chaos, has
attracted skillful craftsmen from across the country to work here, and produced exquisite
ceramics to be transported elsewhere. With a heart wide open, the city strikes the most
beautiful chord in the global history of ceramics, while the kiln is the most amazing note
in the music.

In the kiln, the clay body interacts with fire which is controlled by the kiln keeper
with an exquisite sense of timing. The tongue of flame sings till magnificent wares with
wonderful craftsmanship are produced. Once buried in the remote mountains, Kaolin has
been brought back to life in the firing kiln!

Porcelain is the art of fire and clay. Perfect controlling of fire is the magic of kiln! As
the famous superintending officer Tang Ying in the Qing dynasty once said, “Exquisite
wares depend on fire controlling.”

Up to now, we have found in Jingdezhen cave kilns, dragon kilns, horse hoof kilns,
double—gourd kilns, round kilns, town kilns, etc. Various kilns play their parts in the firing,
demonstrating the wisdom of ancient craftsmen.

As the connotation of ceramic culture is constantly enriched, kilns have been
considered one of the high—profile carriers of ceramic culture. Take the town kiln as an

example, it's not just one kiln, but a building complex. There are certain rules to follow
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when it comes to its shape, proportion, structure, scale, and building materials and
techniques, Town kiln represents the highest technical level of traditional kiln building
in the world, the outcome of people's production experience and the crystallization of
collective wisdom of craftsmen in Jingdezhen for millennia.

The building complex of akiln generally consists of three functional areas: the
storage area, the production area, and the reception area. The storage area is for the
storage of fuel (wood), and temporary stacking of ceramics, which is on the first floor;
the production area, also on the first floor, includes the kiln entrance area, the fire
chamber, the fuel feeding area, and the sight area; the reception area, normally on the
second floor, is to accommodate accountants and the kiln keeper, and sometimes to
receive visiting guests.

The building complex, ceramic culture of Jingdezhen with distinctive local style
infiltrates every corner. Piling wood, the flagstone walkway, squeaky wheelbarrows
and biscuit carrying litters made of bamboo, heavy smoke with sparks discharged by
the chimney, and kiln workers’ calling of opening the kilns heard one after another, all
together compose a grand picture of the ancient city with kilns being the highlight.

Kilns embody intoxicating nostalgia and profound ceramic culture.

To compile such a book covering kilns of all ages discovered and excavated so
far, to tap into the wisdom and spirit of the ancient craftsman, and to dig into the tales
connected to kilns, are to tell the stories of Jingdezhen itself, to enrich the connotation
of Jingdezhen ceramic culture, and to carry forward the spirit of craftsmanship.

Culture needs to be inherited, and classics promoted. As Jingdezheners, it is
our responsibility to boost our cultural self-confidence, inherit and promote ceramic

culture.

President of Jingdezhen Municipal CPPCC
Huang Kangming
October, 2018.
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Lantian, along the South River, is located in Xianghu
Town of Fuliang City, featuring gentle hills, fertile
farmland and convenient transportation. It has been the

commercial port since ancient times.
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Ancient Kiln Site in the Tang Dynasty

With the opening of the Silk Road, silk, porcelain
and tea from China were exported to all parts of the
world, which not only boosted the economy, but also
strengthened the exchanges and cultural exchanges

between countries.
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There was a family called Yi. It went from mouth

L



=H ﬁgfﬁ?ﬁ’%%? The Protection House of the Dragon kiln in Lan tian

to mouth among villagers that family Yi was from Iran
in the Middle East and moved to this place along the
Silk Road. Seeing the fertile farmland and prosperous
porcelain industry, the family settled down and took a
surname. They called themselves Yi, since they were

from Iran.
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It's introduced that there should have been a
genealogy, recording when they moved from Iran to this
place, but the genealogy was ruined during the Cultural

Revolution.
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It was said that family Yi had been busy farming,
and made porcelains when free. They often did the
business of porcelain and tea between China and the
Middle East, and later brought a raw material — “smalt,

a kind of cobalt” into China in the Yuan Dynasty.

HMEBARE W, —RKRRE, KRFEH, K
RETERATIE, RBET 5, EEETL LKA,
BRI ERHBEKENESTSE, FEAE; —2X8
BrEmt, RETHERE: ZREFEH, HBELE™
R{ETRENMRE, BRERT RERAFHEENHEL
Filre

In the South River area of Xianghu Town, firstly,there
was a well-developed river system with abundant water,
which not only provided convenient transportation but
also provided power. There were many water—powered
mills before, and the rushing sound from the South
River was accompanied by the sound from the water—
powered mills. Second, it was rich in porcelain clay so
raw materials for porcelain making could be provided.
Third, it was abundant in firewood, providing sufficient
fuels for ceramic production. Thus, the early porcelain

industry center was formed in Jingdezhen.
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In Lantian, there was a place called “Wanyao Wu"
( a ravine with many kilns), where an ancient road led
to Wuyuan, E'hu and Qiancheng. “Wanyao Wu” was
featuring rolling hills, lush mountains, flowing streams.
A censor called Zhu Yigui in the Ming Dynasty was

the local person and was once a censor in Yongkang



County. It is said that in those days, he promoted the
porcelain culture of Jingdezhen to the North like Russia
and to the West like the Middle East. The family “Fu”

in Baihuwan came from the Gorlos, the border with
Russia. They settled down because of the ceramic trade

and production.
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In April 2012, the villagers built a brick factory

“Wanyaowu” , and found saggars and pieces of
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ZHREHTEFR The Unearthed celadon in the Dragon kiln of Lantian

porcelain fragments when digging soil to burn bricks.
The village committee learned about this and then
closed the factory to protect the sites and reported
the findings step by step. In October of the same
year, with the approval of the state administration
of cultural heritage, School of Archaeology and
Museology of Peking University, the Jingdezhen
Ceramic Archaeology Research Institute and the Jiangxi
Provincial Cultural Archaeology Research Institute
formed a joint archaeological team. This team carried
out archaeological excavations at the sites on October
28, 2013, together with Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute,
Jingdezhen Folk Kiln Museum and Fuliang Museum. The
excavations were mainly carried out at the “Wanyaowu”
kiln site of Lantian. At the same time, the trial excavation
and archaeological investigations were carried out at
the sites like the nearby cypress and Dajinwu. A total
of 12 relics were cleaned, including two kilns, seven
ash pits, one tomb and two gullies. Tons of porcelains
and kiln furniture from various periods were unearthed.
Porcelain kilns and kiln relics, which were buried in the
soil layer for more than a thousand years, were gradually

presented to the world.
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The ancient Lantian kiln is modeled after
construction pattern of “Dragon Kiln ” . The rectangular
plane is just a place with a draught with 36 ° north by
west, 28.7m long, 1.9m wide (the widest point within),
and 0.1 ~ 0.7m remnant high. It is composed of four
parts, namely the wicket, the kiln floor, the combustion
chamber and the front face of the kiln. Located at the
south side of the combustion chamber, the wicket is
in the shape of “eight (the Chinese character)” , with
a half-circle facade and a width of 0.7m. Outside the
wicket is the front face of the kiln, which is an irregular
oval pit, 2.7m long, 2.6m wide and 0.6m deep. The
rectangular kiln floor is located in the north of the
combustion chamber, with a remnant length of 25.75m
and a width of 1.7~1.9 m. The remnant height is 0.1 ~
0.45 cm on both sides of the kiln wall and the bottom
is in the shape of slope, higher in the north and lower
in the south. The slope of the kiln floor can be divided
into three sections, where the lower section is 23.5 °
the middle section is 22 °
19 °

, and the upper section is
. The construction method of the kiln floor is that
the grooves are dug out of the original soil first, and the
two sides of the kiln walls are piled up by bricks and the

original soil walls are directly used in some parts.
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