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People in the story

BRI AY

Paul Morris: a marketing manager for pharmaceutical
companies, first in Manchester, England, then in Italy.

Jacky Morris: Paul’s wife, a marketing manager for the
same pharmaceutical companies.

Sandra Rovello: works for an Italian pharmaceutical company.
Mr and Mrs Rovello: Sandra’s parents. Mr Rovello manages an
import-export furniture company.

Andrea Carta: a business partner of Mr Rovello’s.
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Places in the story
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Before reading

ERiTpES

1. Look at the front cover and the back cover blurb. What sort of
story do you think this will be?

2. Read the Contents on page 5. Imagine what might happen in
the story.

3. Look at the list of characters on page 6. What do you think they
look like?

4. If you have the recording, listen to Chapter 1.



Chapter 1  The roof-tile

The roof-tile fell.
* * *

After two or three hundred years of rain, ice, snow,
wind and sun the roof-tile fell.

* * k

After two or three hundred years of rain, ice, snow,
wind and sun the roof-tile fell from its place down into
the street of the old town.

* E S k

After two or three hundred years of rain, ice, snow,
wind and sun the roof-tile fell from its place down into
the street of the old town and hit my wife in the middle of
her head.

* * *

After two or three hundred years of rain, ice, snow,
wind and sun the roof-tile fell from its place down into
the street of the old town and hit my wife in the middle of
her head, killing her instantly.

Chapter 1 Theroof-tile 9



Chapter 2  Jacky

Jacky.

What can [ tell you about Jacky?

I can tell you how she looked that bright February
morning when she stepped out into the new sun, as the
snow was falling off all the roofs, as she went out to
buy something for a dress she was making. For a special
dinner — we had been married for three years.

I have a film library of her in the back of my head: in
the office; our first Christmas together, skiing in Scotland,;
the wedding; the trip across France to our new home in
Italy; and . . . and . . . I also have ten photographs of her
that I took. Just ten out of the hundreds.

Afterwards, when I was able to, I looked through all
the photos of our life together and carefully chose the ten
I liked the best. I then had them enlarged, and put them in
a special photo album. Which I have never opened since.
All this was many years ago. I am an old man now.

An old man full of memories, and full of thoughts
about what could have been. An old man who often
thinks about the way that one tiny chance happening can
change someone’s life: the roof-tile falls a second earlier
or a second later, she goes towards a different shop, she
goes towards the same shop a different way, she meets
a friend and stops to talk, she doesn’t meet a friend and
stop to talk, the traffic lights change as she gets to the
Crossing ...or...or...

10 A Matter of Chance



