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Chapter One
A Brief Introduction to BEC Vantage Reading

BEC Vantage reading test consists of five parts. The time allowed is one hour.
The main skill focus on part one is scanning and reading for gist. The input is one
longer or four shorter information texts, approximately 250-350 words in total. The
response required is matching. There are seven questions. The main skill focus on
part two is understanding text structure. The input is single texts: articles, reports,
etc. with sentence level gaps (texts plus 7 option sentences approximately 450-550
words in total) . The response required is matching. There are five questions. The
main skill focus on part three is to apprehend the gist and search for specific infor-
mation. The input is a single text, approximately 450-550 words. The response
required is 4-option multiple choice. There are 6 questions. The main skill focus on
part four is identifying vocabulary and structure. The input is a single text with lexical
gaps (text including gapped words approximately 200-300 words) . The response
required is 4-option multiple choice cloze. There are 15 questions. The main skill
focus on the last part, namely, part five is understanding sentence structure/error
identification. The input is a short text (150-200 words), but with unnecessary words
in the text. The response required is proof reading. There are twelve questions. Now
let us have a detailed look at the tasks.

This is a matching task. There are four short texts on a related theme (e.g.
descriptions of a group of products, or advertisements for jobs) or a single text di-
vided into four sections. Although the context of each text will be similar, there will
be information that is particular to each text. The texts are labeled from A to D.
Candidates are presented with seven recated statements. They are expected to
match each statement with the relevant text.

Questions in part one tend to focus mostly on the identification of specific in-
formation and detail. However, an item could focus on gist by testing areas such as
the target reader or the topic.

Part Two

This is a matching task, comprising a text that has had six sentences removed
from it and a set of seven sentences labeled A-G. Candidates are required to match
each gap with the sentence which they think fits in terms of meaning and structure.

O



| SIFESEIERIERE

The first gap is given as an example so that candidates have five gaps left to com-
plete. When they have finished this part there will be one sentence left which they
have not used.

The texts for this part will have been chosen because they have a clear line of
thought or argument that can still be discerned by the reader with the sentences
removed. In doing the task, therefore, students should be trained to read through
the gapped text and the list of sentences first, in order to get an idea of what it is
about. Having done that, they should be reassured that there is only one sentence
that fits each gap.

This part tests understanding of text structure as well as meaning and gaps will
be reasonably far apart so that candidates can successfully anticipate the appropri-
ate lexical and grammatical features of the missing sentence. Candidates could be
tested on a variety of cohesive features with both a backward and forward reference,
sometimes going beyond the sentence level. Thus, when selecting the appropriate
sentence for a gap, they should read before and after the text to ensure that it fits
well. At the end of this part, they should read through the entire text, inserting the
gapped sentences as they go along, to ensure that the article reads coherent.

' Part Three

This task consists of a text followed by four-option multiple choices. The multi-
ple choice may take the form of a question or an incomplete sentence. There are six
in all. The text is 450 to 550 words long. Sources of original texts may be the
general and business press, company literature and books on topics such as man-
agement. Texts may be edited, but the source is authentic.

This is a multiple choice cloze test with fifteen gaps, most of which test lexical
items, and may focus on correct word choice, lexical collocations or fixed phrases.
The texts chosen for this part will come from varied sources but they will all have a
straightforward message or meaning, so that candidates are tested on vocabulary
and not on their comprehension of the passage.

This is an error-correction or proof-reading task based on a text of 150 to 200
words, with twelve items. Candidates identify additional or unnecessary words in a
text.

That task can be related to the authentic task of checking a text for errors.

« 2.
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Therefore suitable text types are letters, publicity materials, etc. The text is pre-
sented as twelve numbered lines, which are the lines containing the items. Further
lines at the end may complete the text, but they are not numbered.
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RSO RAR — R U, B 74 R 1 R S o 0 T RR ) TR A A
Lo A0 A T T 950 K T M 40 U0 05— B B 0 B S B RO M, B T A
B MR U MR SURLRY . BV AL

BEC? I8 i % B WL R T L /™ %5 33 0025 25 R ) SCHA b, 25 25 30
21 U0 P 90 o 5 55 0 34 O 5 0235 B 5 % X0 S R
(AR 5 905 R 85 e X BT B ok 0 SPLHE R P 5 M . DRSO T AR
LM FE R TR, Bl BEC2 MR ik, 47— MR

WO, BRET LV, " A BRI A BEC2 B I, A AU E A K,
Tk, LS, INICIL, W TR TF 4, T F S e MRl , T Ao O ) Bt 04
e A BB AT — A B R BUR B A 4R , A R B % 52
ASHE , AT I — UM —— A% LT LN 2 S 0, LT L 4
PIBETRARAES) . WRRRRBERE S T, — O M HLIR TS | B R MOk , J
BE),

AR 14 43 300 F Ay 26 , T8 ) % 2 TR 4526 ) -1 3% X

—. Sentence Structure 8] F 4544

HR A 28 ) i 458, 9B ) el DA b oK 28, BP R 524 (simple sentence) , 3f:
%1 4] (compound sentence) , 3 M 4] (complex sentence) #i13f %1 3= M 4] (compound-
complex sentence) .

1. fij #.4] (Simple Sentence)

fA] LA AT 43Ry 4 FhE T .

1) EHWOE T, —AfF A h EEAGEEXEE#RR, I Subject + Verb +
Object.

{5 an : He sings a song. We study English.

2) MK, AT LA R RS . ) Subject + Be + Adjective.

{7 4 : She is a pretty girl. It's a beautiful day today.

3) There be /) 74 th, ] K fiij #4]

{5 n : There are 52 students in my class.

4) 1R AT + B ] aH SURTE GEIB B WIS ) = 5 )

i 4n

——We are making preparations for the BEC2 test in the Training Department
of BEIJING International Studies University this semester.

A g, FATAEIL 5 oh 3 Ko i [ B 2 A B G VIR 1T BEC2 il 851,

l4t
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——The last person to leave the burning ship is Mr. Smith, a respected and
experienced captain. . .

G — A BT R RS I AR SR ek bR — 2 AR R 25 4 5 Y
i< .

The first hijacked plane to arrive at this airport has landed safely in the
south runway.

TRAEA LI 1) 5 — ZR B R ) KL E L840 1 Bl 22 ik .

—— Rodgers constantly courted trouble with his boat-rocking comments and
naughty behaviors in school at the age of twelve.

12 2 B A0, & 5 7e 2 6 A R 55 AS b F0AT A 240 A4 .

——The book is a vehicle of learning and enlightenment, an open sesame to
countless joys and sorrows.

BRRERHEAIR, Rl E TR, IR S BRI R S ERZ TR,

2. %4 (compound sentence)

514 and, or 5% but % % 15 (5% 435 ) 3% 55 04 75 4~ i 5 ) #9 B

il an

——Boys are generally fond of sports and girls are usually interested in music.

P BEREE, LA RET R
You can either obey the manger or you get fired.

B 20 N PR, AW R .

——Xi’an is an ancient city with a long history but Shenzhen is comparatively a
modern city with a fast development speed.

PG 2 i — AR I s ) o R, T T ) D)L — A A X A e A PR ) B AE A Bk i

——The tourists went to the outdoor market; they bought several of the tropical
flowers offered for sale.

Wl 20 Kl KT — 2o B M I IE T .

3. + M %] (complex sentence)

YRR E R A 2. EBIRBLAE ) T, AR 2B o LB A

fil 4 . Among the possessions my mother brought home after my grandmother
died was a pile of love letters which had been kept in a biscuit tin.

GhbT: FERXTEAGENGS, HH 1A ERM 3N, £4 2 Among the
possessions was a pile of love letters., % —~ M %] & 4 B T that =% which, & ffi
possessions i & i M 4] , Bl my mother brought home. % — 4~/ after 5| 5 9 b [a] 4R
if M 4], after my grandmother died. % — & which 5| 5 ) & i M 4, which had
been kept in a biscuit tin, #& ifii love letters . 7E 7 1§ 1) F A9 45 ¥y 2 J5 , 7 7T i 07 b 23 fig 3L
hFBER A LR, BT Ry, HoR BB, XS R
HrER,

fE LNy, 0] — BN RAA) . AR S R BER . SR MNA), £ 8 EiG
M) TE TR A, R 1B ) i TN ) REE DA A [R] 7 7B DAY . T T TR R A g1 4 2B )

1) i M5

¥ 15 M4 1 what, when, where, who, why, which il how L) % that 5| %1 .

- 5
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il 4 :

——What he said is correct. il i3 i) J2& %} /9 .

——When the next snow falls is not clear. % fa] i} T & A8 .

——Where they are going to spend their winter vacation is under discussion. fi
ITIEAE e i RE R Wf Lt .

——Who is the real sufferer from the Iraqi War is known to almost everybody.

REBACHRWGRE, HERPH PR HIESZHH .

——Why the global warming occurs is the main topic of this economic forum.

AWK 2 UF 18 35 IR A A BRAS MR A B

——Which major he selects will probably determine his future job.

b 7 32 19 % oMl K 7T BE 2> DR Mt o Ok i) TAE .

——How he has passed the examination is a mystery to me.

0 187 100 3 A 0 e iR Y

——That smoking is harmful to your health is a fact known to everybody.

WG A AT T i B R K K A A0 A 5

2) i WA

Wi M A) 1 that %51 %, that 47 B 7] LL45 g .

LR

——The teacher said (that) she is a diligent and studious student.

& U156 Al 2~ iy 20 5 092 4

i1 suggest, propose, move, ask, order, command, recommend AU
4 B M shiE 5| 5 5= 55 N A i, D) FH EE 40015 AR Bl 1A R
2 il 4

g
'y

: | 4 ——Henry has suggested that we go to Huashan Mountain this May Day holi-
' day.
IR AT A — B 2 e LR U

3)RiEMNA]

g Fif MW A] il that 51 5 ,that 47 B AT L1 45 W .
Vi M. £l 4 .
. ——The question is (that) when he will pass the IELTS test.

’ I R 2 £ 4 B 4 Rl L B 3L

1£ necessary, imperative, essential, important, good, %5JF %5 il J 9 2 ifi M 41) 5
FH K $05 “<CBD Bl iA] B B,

il 4 -

——1It is necessary (that) we master a foreign language.

RATER —T1IMERDER .,

——1It is imperative (that) you be there in person.

PR A 2B LR AE R LW,

4) 5E ik A

5E W M\ 5] 1 which, that, who il 5] % .24 51T i8££ I ) o 7 22 A i, AT LA gt 5|

-6
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il 4 -

——The Star Avenue is a popular TV program on CCTV-3, which is wildly ac-
ctaimed by most people in China every week.

TEOEKET REh Rl S ERER N ZVGR R A B, KE80PE AR

Deng Xiaoping was the first man who advocated the policy of reform and
opening up to the outside world in China.

X /N2 v [ 55— 3R R TR O B B A

5) RifEM 5]

AR W] 43 D bk ) AR 18 ), 3l 5OIR TR A 8] SRR T8 ), 2R IR TR D i AR
it ) %5 .

@) mt ) 4R ¥ M) — & i when F1 whenever 51 5, #il4n .

——Being a teacher meams being present at the Creation, when the clay be-
gins to breathe.

Y — 2 B0 T R A B 36 4 OLRE A At B B SO BRI, R 8G T A

——Whenever | tell him something, he always turns a deaf ear.

AERBA Al BREA GRS L,

(@) b AR5 M 4T — it i where 1l wherever 5| 5, il :

——This is the place where we have been to before.

3 PR AT S L 1 s Ty

——Wherever you go, whatever you do, | will be right here waiting for you.

AR 2 ] J7 , A VR B o] 3, FRAR — B 1E X B R

@ J5 ki M ) i because, since, as,for % i Hy i, i i :

——S8ince you are free tonight, please come over and play chess with me.

BESRPRIE A 2, A i e IR — bl

——As the road is rather slippery, the number of road accidents has doubled.

T OGN, 3 o OBCR B

——He didn’t attend class yesterday for he was sick.

flls o KPR 0 A Bk EiR

@) R8T if F unless A 5] % ﬂ‘lﬁm

——If you intend to attend an American university, you should pass the SAT
(Scholastic Assessment Test ). ..

ISR AR A SR K 2 R ol L 4 R @ % SAT i,

fRERM %
® ik 2R i M4 i although, even though 25| S, 6l .

REME 2 60 £ % [HAJIRR /178 .
——Even though they do not have sufficient fund and advanced facilities, they

l?t
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still carry on thir research work.

FEAE AT A FE R 0 BE 4 F0 e B A B A (BB AT U5 2R R Re i AT RO AR

6) [l {15 M)

[l 2 i M A7)y that 515, that A~ 7] LL4S % .

il 4 -

——They had to face the fact that the nearest gas station is thirty kilometers
away.

b A2 200 7R DA S5 AT A1 00 i it B MG R A 30 A B AL,

——Now that energy prices are skyrocketing, further prices hikes are uncertain,
and that a new investment depending on them may fail risks highs. '

% T 0T 00 R U AN A A B B A W S e, — 0 A G 1 8 R R Wy IR R
PN |

——He proposed the health of the bride and the bridegroom, hoped that they
would be happy together, and expressed a wish that all their troubles would be
gone.

by 7 52 T B8 B S0 5 A R R, O A0 AR A AT T A A PR R s s

——In 1932 Walton Cockeroft surprised the world with an announcement that
they had succeeded in developing a weapon which smashed atoms with artificially
created and accelerated particles, thus bringing the world to the realization that re-
lease of energy from within the atom is possible.

1932 41 Walton Cockeroft () — 3 & 7 7% 4t 1t —— i1 & 28 fE WF il — Al UH A
TR T i B R T B R LR E KRTh . ey, mAKE S TR F PR
AE i © RN AT RE

W LA that — M 47) £ [6] 37 i 9 4 6 i 47 answer, belief, conclusion, decision,
discovery, doubt, evidence, explanation, hope, idea, information, knowledge,
law, news, opinion, possibility, probability, problem, principle, promise, report,
rumor, statement, thought, understanding, truth %, )

Exercise:

Read each of the sentences below and the multiple choices that follow. Decide
which option best represents the meaning of the sentence and circle that option.

For example: You will read:

The man said, “To us, going sight-seeing in Egypt is like traveling back in
time. ”

Question: Which of the following is true of the man?

Options: A. He is an Egyptian.

B. He thinks what he sees there is worthless.

C. He’s probably from a developed country. j

D. He dislikes Egypt’s past.

The correct answer is C. Therefore, you should circle letter C.

- 8-
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1. Mr. Brown got to the station at 9: 30 a. m., missing the train by ten minutes.
Question: When did the train leave the station?

A. The train left at 9: 10 a. m.

B. The train left at 9: 20 a. m.

C. The train left at 9: 30 a. m.

D. The train left at 9:40 a. m.

2. Marry left the house an hour ago and John left sooner than she did.
Question: Which of the following is true?

A. John left before Mary did.

B. John left the house soon after Mary did.

C. Mary left the house before John did.

D. John’s payment for an apartment is $115 a month.

3. After the conference, the secretary will write up the minutes.

Question: What is the secretary going to do?

A. The secretary will be right up in a minute.

B. The secretary will make a record of what was said.

C. The secretary will confer with you in a moment.
D
4

. The secretary will sit to the right.
. The controller made a mistake and overcharged Army for her tuition.
Question: What does the sentence tell us?
A. Amy was taken over to the controller’s office.
B. The controller charged Amy too much.
C. Amy overlooked the error.
D. Amy had control over the situation.
5. Peter was amazed how quickly Bob worked out the problem.
Question: Which of the following is correct?
A. Peter and Bob solved the problem together.
B. Peter was surprised that Bob did not want to do the problem.
C. Peter quickly solved the problem for Bob.
D. Bob's speed in doing the problem surprised Peter.
6. That is the last time we'll ever invite the Smiths to a party.
Question: What does the sentence mean?
A. We invited them last night.
B. We plan to invite them.
C. We finally decided to invite them.
D. We'll never invite them again.
7. Until she studied Spanish, George’s sister had always thought it s difficult to
learn another language.
Question: Which of the following is true?
A. She finds Spanish easier than she expected.

« 9.



SRS EERERE

B. She finds Spanish more difficult than she expected.

C. He finds Spanish easier than he expected.

D. He finds Spanish more difficult than he expected.

8. It's time Professor Johnson dismissed the class.

Question: Which of the following about Johnson is true?

A. He dismissed the class early.

B. He dismissed the class when he heard the bell.

C. He hasn’t dismissed the class yet.

D. He should have dismissed the class before the bell rang.

9. Our plans for a vacation are still in the air.

Question: What does the sentence mean?

A. We have decided to go fishing.

B. We haven’t decided about our vacation plans yet.

C. We will have a vacation.

D. We decided to go by plane.

10. Jimmy runs the 100 meter dash in exactly 10 seconds.

Question: What does Jimmy do?

A. He is a track star.

B. He is a football player.

C. He is an acrobat.

D. He is a stuntman.

11. | meant no harm by my remark but Martha flared up at me as though | had
insulted her.

Question: Which of the following about Martha is true?

A. She was insulted by me.

B. She was harmed.

C. She became suddenly angry with me.

D. She was not aware of the danger.

12. Nancy measured flour, yeast, milk and salt and mixed them together and
then put the loaves in a warm place to rise.

Question: What was Nancy doing?

A. She needed more money.

B. She was arranging a bouquet.

C. She was making bread.

D. She worked until sunrise.

13. Charles hardly ever goes hiking without his red jacket.

Question: What does the sentence mean?

A. Charles seldom takes his red jacket with him on hikes.

B. Charles doesn’t often go hiking in the mountains.

C. Charles takes his jacket on most mountain hikes.

10~
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D. Charles finds hiking in his jacket very hard.

14. Talking with Mr. Jones is not an experience | ever look forward to.

Question: Which of the following is true?

A. | don’t enjoy talking with Mr. Jones.

B. I'm not planning to talk with Mr. Jones.

C. | expect to be talking with Mr. Jones soon.

D. | haven't had to talk with Mr. Jones very often. '

15. It’s not like Mary to be unfriendly, so she must not have seen you when you
waved.

Question: What does the sentence mean?

A. Mary likes to be unfriendly.

B. Mary waved when she saw you.

C. Mary did not wave because she did not see you.

D. You should have waved at Mary.

16. Bob resented his father’s criticizing the plans for his new office building.

Question: Which of the following is true?

A. Bob criticized his father’s plans for a new office building.

'B. Bob was unhappy when his father criticized his plans for a new office build-
ing.

C. Bob and his father criticized the plans for a new office building.

D. Bob’s father criticized him in his new office.

17. To bad you didn’t prepare to walk in the rain.

Question: What does the sentence mean?

A. It’s bad to go outside.

B. It's bad you don’t have an umbrella.

C. If it didn’t rain, you would have been happier.

D. All of the rain should not bother you.

18. | find it much better to praise the dog when it obeys and ignore ItS mistakes.

Question: How did the man train his dog?

A. He punished the dog.

B. He picked the dog up.

C. He rewarded the dog.

D. He ignored the dog.

19. The tourists intend to see more interesting places.

Question: What does the sentence mean?

A. The tourists want to see more places which are interesting.

B. The tourists want to visit a lot of places.

C. The tourists want to see more interesting people.

D. The tourists want to visit many historic sites.

20. Numerous states, in fact, have enacted laws allowing damages for

“alienation of affections”.

1110



