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Once upon a time, there were two brothers, Dahu (Elder Tiger) and Erhu
(Younger, Tiger). Both of them were brave and strong. They often helped
people defend against injustice and therefore offended a treacherous
official. That’s why they were made a false charge and sent to live in exile,

wandering away from home.
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One year, the two brothers wandered to Hangzhou. Late one afternoon
beside a temple at the foot of a hill, they saw an old monk staggering along,

carrying two half-empty buckets of water on a shoulder-pole:
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The two brothers went quickly towards the old monk, took over the pole

and buckets and carried the water into the temple. The old monk was very

grateful to them.
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Seeing that the two brothers were not local people and poor, the old monk
asked them to stay the night. When the brothers praised the beauties of
Hangzhou, the old monk sighed and told them that Hangzhou was beautiful
except here. To fetch water, one has to climb up and down the hills. Now

he’s getting older and weaker and having difficulty fetching water.
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As the old monk lived alone and the brothers didn’t have a place to settle
down, the two would like to stay and help the old monk; they asked the
old monk to accept them as his disciples and promised to help him do the
chores. Seeing that they were honest and kind, the old monk happily agreed

to accept them.
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From then on, the two brothers lived in the small temple: They worked
hard. The first thing they did every day atier opening the door was to fetch
water from a creek on the other side of the hill with two large buckets and a

shoulder pole.
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