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Fleets of brightly-colored shared bikes are becoming ubiquitous in big cities like Beijing and
Shanghai. They have also secured backing from the government. However, problems have
(1) when users park bikes haphazardly ( Z%#LH1 ) , tarnishing ( #1 % ) the city ’s image
and blocking traffic. There have been a number of news reports of angry business owners or security
guards who have (2) the bikes or stacked them up because the jumbled ({& &L #YJ)
vehicles had (3) their work.Some bikes have been damaged by drivers of motorbike,
taxis and electric tricycles because bike-sharing has (4) away their passengers.

(5) bike users have also caused trouble. A set of photos have exposed such acts:
abandoning bikes in a river,inserting needles into the saddle ( J#%% ) ,and (6) QR codes
( —H4Et) in order to steal bikes.Such vandalism has prompted police intervention. Recently,
manufacturers are working on technical upgrades to (7) bikes from being dismantled or

stolen.
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Ofo founder and CEO Dai Wei said bike misuse has not created a notable loss for the

company. “ During the past three months, (8) bikes, which means they might have been
damaged or taken home,only (9) for 1 percent of the total,” he said, while calling all
users to treat the vehicles nicely.Ofo has hired workers to (10) the bikes are returned in

good condition and parked properly.Rival Mobike has enlisted (%5 ) its users to help track down

lost bikes and maintain orderly parking.Some local governments have rolled out rules to regulate

parking.
A) destroying I) prevent
B) affected J) accounted
C) benefit K ) damaged
D) arisen L) rarely
E)irregular M) ill-behaved
F) taken N) secured
G ) inactive 0) ensure
H) protect

« Section B -
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Investors Jockey to Ride the Shared-Bike Craze

To much,too soon!

[ A]Bicycle-sharing programs have become big business as their popularity grows.But as more
players jump into the trend,skeptics wonder if it’s all too much,too soon.The crowded market of
shared-bicycle services in Shanghai is expected to swell even further this year, leaving some market
watchers wondering just how much more capacity is actually left to tap. The number of shared-rental
bikes in Shanghai nearly doubled in less than three months to 280,000 bicycles by the end of
February.” Major shared-bike operators are resorting to price wars and increasing the supply of
vehicles,but none has really developed a sustainable business model , meaning that operating costs
soar as they grab a bigger market share,” said Dong Yizhi, a researcher at China E-Commerce
Research Center.

[ B] Public rental bike programs first emerged in China about six years ago,giving people the
option of leasing bikes for short trips and then returning them to designated parking areas or service
stations at their destination. District authorities often teamed up rental bike companies to set up
parking spaces near popular transport and retail hubs.The trend quickly expanded from a public
service to the private sector money-spinner as smartphone applications offered users more efficient
ways of finding available bikes and paying for their hire through mobile payment services.Bicycles
are unlocked via codes provided on smartphones.Renting a bicycle has never been easier.

[ C]Ofo,Mobike and Youon emerged as the three biggest players in the industry by the end of
2016, according to Analysys International. Changzhou-based Youon Public Bicycle Co.is backed by
Shenzhen Capital Group Co.and Alibaba Group’s Ant Financial as major investors. Its Internet-
based bike rental arm launched its service in Shanghai late last month, making 5, 000 bikes
available in the Lujiazui area on the eastern shore of the downtown district. The majority of Youon'’s
revenue comes from government purchases of public rental bikes.In 2014 the company reported
profit of 68 million yuan ($9.9 million) ,according to initial public offering documents submitted
to the securities watchdog in 2015.

[ D] Shenzhen Capital Vice President Liu Bo said he expects Youon’s presence in public
rental bike programs in more than 200 cities to help its expansion in Internet bike sharing. Youon,
which is teamed up with Ant Financial unit Zhima Credit ( Z K15 FH ) , waives the 200-yuan
deposit for users with a Zhima Credit rating of more than 600 points. It is also encourages
commuters to park bikes at designated spots by awarding them a one yuan bonus each time.Ofo
requires a deposit of 99 yuan to hire a bike,,and Mobike demands a 299 yuan deposit.

Easy to shift

[ E]How newcomers in the industry will compete with entrenched services like Mobike and

Ofo remains unclear.But for riders, shifting between service providers is no sweat. “I1’d be more
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than happy to give it a try when Youon’s bikes are available in the Puxi area, especially since it
doesn’t require a deposit,” said freelance writer Rachel Ren,who rides a rental bike three to four
times a week to do her grocery shopping. According to online tracking firm Questmobile, the
average daily use of the two biggest Internet rental bike firms began to pick up significantly in
August last year. By the end of January, Mobike had a 6.9-million-users base and Ofo had
3.2 million. However ,more than 1.2 million users overlapped both providers.

[ F] Although users laud the convenience of rental bicycles in daily commutes, the services
are still suffering growing pains. Glitches such as electronic locking devices that don’t open,
malfunctioning( % ) vehicles and miscalculation ( 1= i) of locations or driving distances still
prevail. Where to park the increasing number of bicycles has become a headache in congested
areas,such as transport hubs and Metro stations.Jasmine Zhang,whose home is a five-minute walk
away from a downtown Metro station, said she finds hard to navigate pedestrian walkways during
peak hours because sidewalks are overflowing with rental bikes.

[ G] According to a survey of 6,000 online consumers by Tencent in December,58 percent of
respondents said they preferred to riding bikes to walking ,and 49 percent said they had used online
bike leasing for short-distance trips.The majority said they used the bikes for commuting. Mobike
and Ofo have launched promotions,such as free rides during weekends , to attract more customers.
Mobike last week started to offer up to a 50 percent discount when users topped up their account
balances with the company.Bicycle-sharing has certainly caught the attention of investors. Mobike
reported raising more than US $ 315 million in less than a year,and Ofo said it raised over $ 580
million. The figures suggest much faster and bigger fund-raising than online car-hailing service
companies once enjoyed.But maybe the car-hailing experience tells us something about the future
of two-wheel rentals.

A lesson to learn

[ H]Just three years ago, cutthroat competition reigned among online car-hailing applications.
Didi and the smaller rivals Kuaidi and Uber fought for consumers with cheap fares and occasional
free rides and coupons.Before long,investors called a halt to the money-losing price war and costs
to consumers went up.Didi finally acquired Kuaidi and Uber in an industry consolidation.Too much
hype (¥54E) ,too many gimmicks( #3k ) and too many players in a blind market expansion portend
a lack of critical focus on consumers and their needs , possibly sowing the seeds of major upheaval
in the industry.

[1] Guo Jianrong, secretary general of the Shanghai Bicycle Association,said he thinks the
city has the capacity to meet consumer demand for 600,000 rental bicycles. The association is
drawing up industry standards for bicycles leased via online platforms, including maintenance
criteria and parking issues. Clashes between private operators of shared bikes and district

transportation authorities are increasing. Huangpu District traffic authorities last week removed
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thousands of Mobike and Ofo bikes from public parking areas, arguing that they are jamming
pedestrian walkways and squeezing out parking spaces for privately owned bikes. Technology
companies are not fully utilizing data to detect the locations where rental bikes are dropped off and
left unattended.

[J] Local transportation authorities complain that unattended bikes often invite theft and
vandalism.But with each district responding to the problem in its own way,online rental companies
are facing a tangle of regulations.Wu Ting,a partner at McKinsey & Co. ,said companies operating
in the sharing economy must adopt sustainable business models, either by offering premium
services to charge consumers with higher prices or by lowering operation cost through technology
upgrades.Indeed ,the benefits of the sharing economy shouldn’t be defined merely by cost savings.
Rather , they should take into account social value and the well-being of drivers, riders and

pedestrians alike.

11.Shenzhen Capital Group Co.and Alibaba Group’s Ant Financial are the two major investors
of Youon Public Bicycle Co.

12.The service of rental bicycles brings both convenience and growing pains to people in daily
commute.

13.Transportation authorities argue that the growing bikes are jamming pedestrian walkways
and squeezing out parking spaces for privately owned bikes.

14.Major shared-bike operators have their operating costs raised as they grab a bigger market
share.

15.The benefits of the sharing economy should take into account social value and the well-
being of other members of the society.

16.Commuters who park bikes at designated spots will be awarded with one yuan bonus each
time.

17.Congested areas like transport hubs and Metro stations are overflowing with rental bikes.

18.The public rental bike must be returned to designated parking areas when it first emerged
in China.

19. Didi acquired Kuaidi and Uber in an industry consolidation after the money-losing
price war.

20.More than half of the respondents said they preferred cycling to walking, according to a

survey by Tencent in December.
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« Section C -

Passage One

Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage.

(words :336 ;suggested time ;9 minutes ;source : news.xinhuanet.com )

More than two weeks after 1,000 bikes of Chinese bike-sharing company Mobike arrived in
Manchester , Britain , there have been complaints that many locals don’t know how to share.” There
are Mobikes in the canal ,Mobikes in bins and I am fed up with following the app to a residential
street where there is clearly a Mobike stashed in someone’s garden,” Helen Pidd, North of
England editor of the Guardian,wrote in an article published Sunday on the newspaper’s website.

Steve Pyer,Mobike UK’s general manager,said 50 bikes have been trashed so far.He added
that many more have indeed ended up on private property,and the bike redistribution team will be
knocking on doors themselves to clear up “misunderstanding”.

“In Singapore we launched our scheme in March with 5,000 bikes and there have been just
two reports of broken locks,” he was quoted by the article as saying.

“I would like to live in a city where people know how to share,” Pidd wrote.“I hope my
pessimism is ill-placed.”

On June 29, Mobike, one of China’s largest bike-sharing companies, launched its service in
the Greater Manchester. For the special month of July, Mobike will offer a discounted 29-pound
deposit to users.Usage is charged at 50 pence per 30mins.

Earlier this year,Ofo,a rival company of Mobike in China,launched 20 bikes in the British
city of Cambridge. Using specially designed bikes equipped with GPS and proprietary smart-lock
technology , Mobike enables users of its smartphone app to find a bike near them, reserve and
unlock it.After reaching their destination,the user parks the bike by the roadside and locks it,
automatically making the bike available to the next rider.

The company officially launched its service in Shanghai in April 2016.In just over a vear, it

has raised more than 600 million U.S.dollars to finance overseas expansion.lt now has 6.5 million
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shared bikes in 150 cities globally.Britain, Singapore ,and the United States are among the markets

Chinese bike-sharing firms have entered.

21.Why do people complain about the bike-sharing in London?
A.Because local people don’t know how to use the bike.
B.Because the bikes are difficult to find.

C.Because some local people took the bike for themselves privately.
D.Because the bicycle app system is too complex and not clear.
22.Which of the following problems of shared-bikes is NOT mentioned?

A.Having the locks broken.
B.Blocking the traffic.
C.Being trashed.
D.Becoming private property.
23.Which city’s users will be offered a discounted 29-pound deposit?
A .Shanghai
B.The Greater Manchester.
C.City of Singapore.
D.Cambridge.
24 Which of the following statements about Mobike is NOT true?
A .Mobike launched 20 bikes in the British city of Cambridge.
B.The usage of Mobike is charged at 50 pence per 30mins.
C.Mobike enables users to use its smartphone app to find a nearest bike.
D.Mobike launched its service in the Greater Manchester on June 29.
25.How many bikes does Ofo have all over the world?
A.600 million.
B.50 million.
C.6.5 million
D.20 million.

Passage Two
Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage.

(words : 345 ; suggested time ;9 minutes ;source ; chinadaily.com )

The ongoing bike-sharing boom in China has led detachable ( A] #%#!) front-mounted child
bicycle seat to become a bestseller online, at the same time raising safety and legal concerns.

Various bike-sharing companies have declared that carrying others while riding their bikes violates
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the one-user only agreement , warning that those who break the rule could assume full responsibility
in case of accidents, The Beijing News reported.

On Taobao,an e-commerce site run by China’s Alibaba,such a child bicycle seat kit ( fic {4
1) generally includes a support bar,a child bike saddle,a pair of foot guards,a front armrest and
necessary clamps.The installation almost requires no tools,as the clamps can be simply attached on
the bike’s original seat post.

Most of the Taobao vendors claim their seats are made of carbon steel ,thus able to hold up to
60kg.Similar bike seat accessories are being sold by hundreds of sellers,usually priced between 40
and 60 yuan (about 5.8 to 8.7 USD) and mostly decorated with cartoon prints. Vendors with the
highest sales volumes have reported over 500 orders within the past month.

The seat kits are nothing new but have become popular soon after a recent bike-sharing fever
swept across China,a seller on Taobao told The Beijing News. However,most of the vendors fail to
provide legal quality certificates, and disclaimers are posted asserting the sellers won’t be held
responsible for any accidents involving the bikes and child seats.Online customer reviews show that
many buyers claim the seats are “shaky” even after proper installation.

Journalists with The Beijing News have consulted Mobike, Ofo and Bluegogo, three leading
bike-sharing companies in China,and have been informed that a shared bike is a one-person only
service ,which means carrying others violates their user agreements.

The companies said no extra mounts should be used on shared bikes, insisting that users
should bear responsibility if related accidents occur.Tang Ning,a lawyer with the Beijing King &
Capital Law Firm,supported the statements,adding that the sellers of the child seats may also be

accused if accidents happen.

26.Which of the following might possibly happen if the user carries a child while riding the
shared-bike?
A.He/She will receive a warning as he/she violates the agreement.
B.He/She is likely to meet a traffic accident.
C.He/She will assume full responsibility in case of accidents.
D.He/She must install a child bicycle seat in front of the bike.
27.Which of the following statements about child bicycle seat’s installation is NOT true?
A.The clamp can be attached on the bike’s original seat post directly.
B.The bicycle seat kit includes all the parts and installation tools.
C.The clamp is a necessary part.
D.You don’t have to prepare the installation tools.
28.What’s the real situation of the child bicycle seats people buy from Taobao?

A.Those seats are all made of carbon steel.
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B.The seats are all able to hold up to 60kg.
C.Most of those seats are produced without legal quality certificates.
D.Those seats are safe after proper installation.

29. Why do the seat kits become popular though they are nothing new?
A.The seat kits rise with the popularity of the recent bike sharing.
B.The seat kits sell good in Taobao.

C.The seat kits’sellers will be held responsible for any accidents.
D.It is safe and comfortable.

30.What will the sellers of the child seats be held responsible for according to the lawyer?

A.The installation of extra mounts on the shared bike.
B.Behaviors that violate the user agreements.
C.Accidents related to carrying others.

D.Accidents related to child bicycle seats.
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